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CHARTER 
of the 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON IMMUNIZATION PRACTICES 

Authority 

The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices was establ ished under Section 222 of the 
Publ ic Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. §217a), as amended. The committee is governed by the 
provisions of the Federa l Advisory Committee Act, as amended, 5 U.S.C. App. , which sets fo r1h 
standards for the formation and use of advisory committees. 

The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices has been given statutory roles under 
subsections I 928(c)-(2)(13)(i) and I 928(e) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. § 
I 396s(c)(2)(B)(i) and I 396s(e)) and subsection 2713(a)(2) of the Public Health Service Act (42 
U.S.C. § 300gg-1 3(a)(2)). 

Objective and Scope of Activities 

The Secretary, Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). and by delegation the 
Director, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), are authorized under Section 31 I 
and Section 317 of the Public Health Serv ice Act, 142 U.S.C. §243 and 42 U.S.C. §247b], as 
amended, to assist states and their political subdivisions in the prevention and control of 
communicable diseases; to advise the states on matters relating to the preservation and 
improvement of the public's health; and to make grants to states and, in consultation with the 
state hea lth authorities, to agencies and political subdivisions of states to assist in meeting the 
costs of communicable di sease control programs. 

Description of Duties 

The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices shall provide advice and guidance to the 
Director of the CDC regarding use of vaccines and related agents for effecti ve control of 
vaccine-preventable diseases in the civilian population of the United States. Recommendations 
made by the ACIP arc reviewed by the CDC Director, and ifadopted, arc published as official 
CDC/H HS recommendations in the Morbidity and M011ality Weekl y Re port (MMWR). The 
CDC Director informs the Secretary. HI IS. and the Assistant Secretary for I Icalth. of 
immunization recommendations. 
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1'he committee shall provide advice for the co11trol of diseases for which a \1accine is licensed in 
the U.S. The guidance will address use of vaccines and may include recommendations for 
adn1i11istration of im1nune globulin preparations and/or antitnicrobial therapy sl1own to be 
effective in controlling a disease for \Vhich a vaccine is available. Guidance for use of 
unlicensed vaccines n1ay be developed if circun1stances warrant. For each vaccine, tl1e 
committee advises on population groups and/or circun1stances in V·.'hich a vacci11e or related 
agent is recomn1ended. The com111ittee develops guidance on route, dose and frequency of 
administration of the vaccine, associated itnmune globulin, or anti1nicrobial agent. l~he 
conunittee also provides recon1111endations 011 contraindications and precautions for use of the 
vaccine and related agents and provides infor1nation on recognized adverse events. Committee 
deliberations on use ofvacci11cs to control disease in the U.S. sl1all i11cludc consideration of 
disease epiden1iology and b11rden of disease, vaccine efficacy and effectiveness, vacci11e safety, 
econon1ic analyses and in11Jlc1nentation issues. Tl1e com1nittec ma)' revise or withdraw their 
recom1nendatio11(s) regarding a particular vaccine as new i11for1nation 011 disease epide111iology, 
vaccine effectiveness or safety, econo1nic considerations or other data become a\'ailable. 

'fhc con1n1ittee also may pro\'ide reco1nmendatio11s that address the general use of vaccines and 
i1nmune globulin preparations as a class of biologic agents. These ge11eral recon1mc11dations 
1na)' address pri11ciples that govern adn1inistration technique; dose and dosing interval; 
recognized contraindications a11d precautions; reporti11g adverse e\'ents; correct storage, 
handling, a11d recording of vaccines and itntnune globulin pre1Jaratio11s; and special sit11ations or 
populations that may warrant modification of the routine recommendations. 

Jn accordance witl1 Section 1928 of the Social Sec1rrity Act, the ACIP also shall establish and 
periodical!)' revie\V and, as appropriate, re\1ise the list of vaccines for administration to children 
a11d adolescents eligible to receive vaccines through the Vacci11es for Cl1ildre11 Progra1n, along 
with schedules regarding tl1e appropriate dose and dosing interval, and contraindications to 
administration of the pediatric vaccines. 'J'he Secretary, and as delegated tl1e CDC Director, shall 
use the list established b)' tl1e ACIP iOr tl1e purpose of the purcl1ase, deli\'e1y, and ad1ninistratio11 
of pediatric ''accines in the Vaccines for Children Progra1n. 

Further, under }Jrovisions of the Affordable Care Act (Section 2713 of the Public 1-Iealth Service 
Act, as an1ended), i1n1nunizatio11 reco1nmendations of the cornmittee tl1at ha\'C been adopted by 
the Director of the Centers for Disease Control and Preve11tion inust be covered by applicable 
health plans. 

Agency or Official to Whom the Co1nmittcc Ilcports 

The co1n1nittee reports to the Director, CDC. The CDC Director infor1ns the Secretary, I-IIIS a11d 
the Assistant Secretary for I-Iealth, 1-II"IS, of imn1unizalion reco1nmendations. 
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Support 

Manage111ent and support services shall be pro\'ided by the Office of the Director, National 
Center for Imn1unization and Respiratory Diseases, Office of Infectious Diseases, CDC. 

Estimated Annual Operating Costs and Staff Years 

Estin1ated annual cost for operating tl1e co1nn1ittee, i11cluding compensation and travel expenses 
for t11en1bers, but excluding staff support, is $196,721. Estimate of annual perso11-years of staff 
support required is 3.0, at an estimated annual cost of$327,868. 

Designated Federal Officer 

CDC \Viii select a ft1ll-time or perrnanent part-tirne Federal employee to serve as the Designated 
Federal Officer (DFO) to atte11d each co1n1nittec n1ecting and e11sure that all procedures are 
within applicable statutory, regulatory, and HI-IS General Administratio11 Manual directives. Tl1e 
DF'O will appro\'e and prepare all 1nceti11g policies and agendas, call all of the committee and 
sttbco1n1nittee n1eetings, adjourn any 1neeting v..1hen the Dl"O dec1ns adjour11ment to be in the 
public interest, and chair n1eetings wl1en directed to do so by the official to wl101n the co1nn1ittec 
reports. The DFO or his/her desig11ce shall be present at all 1neetings of the fttll con11nittee and 
stibco1nn1ittees. 

Estimated Number and FrequenC)' of Meetings 

Meetings shall be held approximately three tin1cs per year at the call of the I)l"O, in consultation 
with the Chair. 

Meetings shall be open to the public except as deter1nined otherwise by tl1e Director, CDC, or 
other official, to who111 tl1e authority has been delegated, in accorda11cc \vith tl1e Gover111nent in 
the Sunshi11e Act (5 U.S.C. § 552b(c)) and Section lO(d) of the Federal Advisory Com1nittee 
Act. Notice of all 111eetings shall be gi\1en to the public. 

Duration 

Continuing. 

Tcrmination 

Unless rene\vcd by appropriate actio11, the Advisory Co1nn1ittee on ln1n1unizatio11 Practices will 
ter111inate tvvo )'ears fro1n the date this charter is filed. 
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Membership and Designation 

The con1mittee shall consist of 15 me1nbers, iI1cluding the Chair. Members and the Chair shall 
be selected by the Secretary, I-II-IS, fron1 authorities v.1ho are k.110\vledgeable in the fields of 
in1mtlllization practices and public health, have expertise in the use of vaccines and other 
immunobiologic agents in cli11ical practice or preventive medicine, have expertise with cli11ical 
or laboratory vaccine research, or l1ave expertise i11 assessn1ent ofvacci11e efficacy and safety. 
The committee shall i11clt1de a person or persons k11owledgeable about consumer perspecti\1es 
a11d/or social and community aspects of in1munization pro grains. Me1nbers shall be deemed 
Special Govcrn1nent En1ployees. 

The co1n1nittee also shall consist of eight nonvoting ex-officio me1nbers: the Director, Di\'isio11 
of Vaccine Injury Co1111Jensation, Bureau ofl:-Iealth Jlrofessions, l-lealth Resources and Services 
Adn1inistration; the Deputy Director for Scientific Acti,,ities, Office oftl1e Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for 1-Jealth Affairs, Department of Defense; the Under Secretary for 1-Iealth, Department 
of Veterans Affairs; the Director, Center for Biologics Evaluatio11 and Research, Food and Drug 
Ad1ninistration; the Director, Center for Medicaid m1d State Operations, Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services; tl1e Director, Divisio11 of Microbiology and Infectious Diseases, National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, National Institutes of Health; the Director, Indian 
l-Iealtl1 Service; and the Director, National Vaccine Progra1n Office, I-II-IS; or tl1eir designees. 

If fewer than eigl1t ACIP 111embers are eligible to vote due to absence or a fi11ancial or otl1er 
co11flict of interest, the DFO, or desig11ee, shall l1ave the autl1ority to ten1porarily designate the 
ex-officio inen1bers as voting men1bers. 

There also shall be 11on-voting liaison representatives fron1 the A1nerica11 Acade1ny of Fa111ily 
Physicians; A1nerican Acadcn1y of Pediatrics; An1erica11 Academy of Physician Assistants; 
American College Health Association; An1erican College of Nurse Midwives, An1erican 
College of Obstetricians and Gy11ecologists; Ainerican College ofPl1ysicians; Arnerica11 
Geriatrics Society; America's 1-lealth Inst1rance Plans; An1erica11 Medical Association; An1crican 
Nurses Association; Aincrican Osteopathic Associatio11; A1nerican Pharn1acists Association; 
Association of l1111nunizatio11 Managers; Association for Prc\'C11tion Teachi11g and Research; 
Association of State and 'fc1Titorial I-Icalth Officials; Biotechnology Industry Organization; 
Council of State and 1'erritorial Epidemiologists; Canadian Natio11al Advisory Con1n1ittee on 
ln1n1t1nization; Infectious Diseases Society of America; National Associatio11 of County and City 
I lcaltl1 Officials; National Association for Pediatric Nurse Practitio11ers; National Fot1ndation for 
Infectious Diseases; Natio11al ln1rnunization Cou11cil a11d Child Healtl1 Progra1n, Mexico; 
National Medical Association; National Vaccine Advisory Con1mittee; Pediatric Infectious 
Diseases Society; Pl1arn1aceutical Research Manufacturers of America; Society for Adolescent 
1--lealth and Medicine; Society for Healthcare Epidetniology of An1erica and such other 11011­
voting liaison represe11ta1ives as the Secretar~y dee1ns necessary to effectively carry out the 
functions of the cornn1ittee. Liaisons sl1all be dce1ncd representatives. 
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The Chair shall be appointed for a 3-year term. Tl1e Chair is selected fron1 among ACIP 
n1embers who have 11ad at least one year experience as a voting n1ember and have de111onstrated 
ability both to lead the \Vork of si1nilar bodies and to v.:ork effectively in partnership witl1 Federal 
agencies and part11er organizations. 

Me1nbers shall be invited to serve for overlapping tern1s of up to four )'Cars, except that Rll)' 
1nen1ber appointed to fill a vacancy for an unexpired term shall be appoi11ted for tl1e remai11der of 
t11at tenn. Terms of1nore than two years are co11tingent upon tl1c re11e\val of the co1nn1ittee by 
appropriate action prior to its ten11ination. A tnernber n1ay serve 180 days after the expiration of 
that n1e1nber' s term if a successor has i1ot taken office. 

Subcommittees 

St1bcommittees co1nposed of1nembers and i1011members of the parent comn1ittcc may be 
established \Vith the approval of the Secretary, I-II-IS, or his/her designee. The subcomtnittees 
must report back to the parent committee and do not JJrovide advice or work products directly to 
the agency. 1'he Depart1nent Committee Management Officer will be 11otiiied upon 
establishn1ent of eacl1 subco1nmittee and will be provided information on its na1ne, n1e1nbership, 
function, and estin1ated frequency of n1cctings. 

Recordkeeping 

The records of the com1nittee, established subco1nmittees, or other subgroups of the co1nn1ittee, 
shall be inanaged in accordance v.rith General Records Scl1edule 6.2, Federal Advisory 
Con1111ittee Records, or otl1er approved agency records dispositio11 schedule. These records shall 
be available for p11blic inspection ru1d cop)'ing, subject to the l'rccdo1n of lnforn1atio11 Act, 5 
U.S.C. §552. 

Filing Date 

April 1. 2016 

~~ 
Date Director 

Managc1nent Analysis and Services Office 




