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Authority 

The Board of Scientific Counselors (BSC). Office oflnfectious Diseases (OJD), was established 
under Section 222 of the Publ ic Health Service Act [42 U.S.C. §2 17aJ, as amended. The Board 
is governed by the provisions of the Federal Advisory Commillee Act, as amended, (5 U.S.C. 
/\pp.). which sets forth standards for the format ion and use of advisory committees. 

Objective and Scope of Activities 

The Secretary is authorized under Section 30 I f42 U.S.C. cction 24 1] and Section 311 r42 
U.S.C. Section 243] of the Public Health Service Act. as amended, to: ( I ) conduct, encourage, 
cooperate with, and assist other appropriate public authorities. scie ntific institutions, and 
scientists in the conduct of research, investigations. experiments, demonstrations, and studies 
relating to the causes, diagnosi s, treatment, control , and preve ntion of physical and mental 
diseases. and other impairments; (2) assist States and their political subdiv is ions in the 
prevention of infectious diseases and other preventable conditio ns, and in promoting health and 
well-being: and (3) trai n State and local personnel in public health work. 

Description of Duties 

The BSC. OI D, shall advise the Secretary, Department of 1 lealth and Human Services (HHS); 
the Director. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC); the Director, OID, CDC; and 
the Directors of the ational Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases (NCIRD), the 
National Center for Emerging and Zoonotic Infectious Diseases (NCEZID). and the National 
Center for 1 llV/AIDS. Viral Hepatitis. STD and TB Prevention (NCHHSTP), OID, CDC. 
concerning strategics. goals, and priorities for the program s and resea rch within the national 
centers and monitor the overa ll strategic direction and focus of 0 10 and the national centers. 
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The Board may also administer and oversee peer review of scientific progra ms. The Board may 
also perform second-level peer rev iew of applications for grants-in-aid for research and research 
training activities, cooperat ive agreements, and research contract proposa ls re lating to the broad 
areas within the nationa l centers. 

Agency or Official to Whom the Board Reports 

The Board provides advice to the Secretary, HHS; the Director, CDC; the Director, OID, CDC; 
and the Directors ofNCI RD, NCEZJD, and NCI 11 ISTP, OTO, CDC. 

Support 

Management and support services shall be provided by the OID. CDC. 

Estimated Annual Operating Costs and Staff Year·s 

Estimated annual cost for operating the Board. including compensation and travel expenses, but 
excluding staff support, is $72,942. Estimate of annual person-years of staff support required is 
0.90 at an estimated annua l cost of $147,298. 

Designated Federal Officer· 

CDC will select a full time or permanent part-time Federal employee lo serve as the Designated 
Federal Officer (DFO) to attend each Board meeting and ensure that all procedures are within 
applicable statutory, regulatory. and HHS General Administration Manual directives. The DFO 
will approve and prepare a ll meeting agendas. call all of the Board and subcommittee meetings, 
adjourn any meeting when the DFO deems adjournment to be in the public interest, and chair 
meetings when d irected to do so by the official to whom the Board repo rt s. The DFO or his/her 
des ignee shall be present at all meetings of the full Board and subcommittees. 

Estimated Number and Frequency of Meetings 

Meetings shall be held approx imately four times per year at the call of the DFO. in consultation 
with the Chair. 

Meetings sha ll be open to the public except as determined otherwise by the Secretary. HHS, or 
other officiaL to whom the authority has been delegated, in accordance with the Government in 
the Sunshine Act (5 U.S.C. Section 552b(c)) and Section 1 O(d) of the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act. Notice of' all meetings shall be g iven to the pub lic. 
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Duration 

Continuing 

Termination 

U11less renewed by appropriate action prior to its expiration, the BSC, 010 will tern1inate two 
years fro1n the date this charter is filed. 

Membership and Designation 

'rhc BSC, OlD, shall consist of 17 1nc1nbers, including the Cl1air. Men1bers and the Chair shall 
be selected by the Secretary, 1-IHS, or designee, fron1 authorities knowledgeable it1 the fields 
relevant to the issues addressed by the national centers, (i.e., infcctiol1s diseases and related 
disciplines, including epidemiology, laboratory science fe.g., 1nicrobiology, bacteriology, 
virology, pathology, entomolog)', zoology], biotcrroris1n threats. clinical 111edicine, 
bioinforn1atics, and health con11nu11ications) and fron1 the general public. Men1bers shall be 
decn1ed Special Govern1nent l~1n1Jloyees (SGEs). 

1'he Board shall also consist of six no11voting ex officio 111en1bers: one representative fro1n the 
J~'ood and Drug Ad1ninistration; two fron1 the National Institutes of 1-Iealth; 011e fron1 the 
Departn1en1 of Defense; one fro111 tl1e Depa11111ent of Agriculture; one fro1n the National Vaccine 
Progra1n Office; and such additional officials of the United States Government as the Secretary, 
Ill-IS, deen1s necessary for the I3oard to effectively carry out its functio11s. 

If fewer than 10 SGI~s are eligible to vote due to absence or a fina11cial or other conflict of 
interest. the Dl'O or his/her designee shall have the authority to te1n1Jorarily designate the ex 
officio me1nbers as voting 1nen1bers. 

Jn addition, the Board shall consist of seven nonvoting liaison representatives: one representative 
fro1n the Public I 1calth Agency of Canada; one representative from tl1e Mexico Ministry of 
JJcalth; the ('hair (or dcsigncc) of the Healthcare Infection ('ontrol Practices Advisory 
Co1nn1ittec; the Chair (or designcc) of the Advisory Co1nmittee on Jn1munization J)ractices; the 
Chair (or designee) of the CDC/HRSA Advisory Co1nn1ittee on 1-IIV, Viral 11epatitis and STD 
Prevention and Treat111ent; the Chair (or designee) of the Advisory Council for the J~li1nination of 
·ruberculosis; the Chair (or designce) of the Clinical Laboratory I1nprovc111ent Advisory 
('01111nittee; and such other liaison representatives as the Secretary, l-ll-IS, dee1ns necessary for 
the Board to effectively carry out its n1ission. I~iaisons shall be deen1ed reJJresentati\'CS. 
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I\1en1bcrs shall be in\1ited to serve for overlapping tcrn1s of up to four years, except that any 
1ne1nber appointed to fill a vacanc)' for an unexpired tenn shall be appointed for the ren1ainder of 
that tern1. 1"c1111s of111orc than tvvo years are contingent upon the renewal of the Board by 
appropriate action prior to its termination. A n1e111ber 1nay serve I 80 da)'S after the expiration of 
that 111en1ber's tern1 if a successor has not taken office. 

Subco1nmittccs 

Subco1nn1ittecs con1posed of1ne1nbers and nonn1en1bers of the parent con11nittce inay be 
established v-,iith the approval of the Secretary, IIJ.JS, or his/her designee. The subcon1n1ittees 
n1ust report back to the pare11t con1111ittee and do 1101 provide advice or work products directly to 
the agency. l'he Depa11n1cnt Con1111ittee l\1anagen1ent Officer \Vil! be notified upo11 
cstablishn1ent of each subcon1mittee and will be provided inforn1atio11 on its na1ne, membership, 
function, and estimated frequenC)' of1neetings. 

Recordl{ccpi11g 

The records of the Board, established subcon1n1ittees, or other subgroups of the Board, shall be 
n1anaged in accordance with General J{ecords Schedule 6.2, Federal Advisory Con1mittee 
Records, or other approved agency records disposition schedule. These records shall be 
available for public ins11ection and copying, subject to the Freedo111 oflnfor111ation Act (5 U.S.C. 
§552). 

Filing Date 

October31, 2015 

APPROVED: 

-~f!{L
Date Director 

I'vlanagen1ent a11d Analysis and Service Office 


