
MINUTES 
NIOSH Board of Scientific Cannsdors 

Washington, DC 
October 18,2006 

Introductions, Announcements, and Approval of Minutes 

Dr. Hemy Anderson, Chairman, called the 48th meeting of the NIOSH Board of Scientific 
Counsdors fa, order, Other attending Board members were Dr. Blaney, Dr. Brow, Dr. Bunn, 
Dr. Derebery, Dr. Haight, Dr. Kesler, Mr. Lamar, Dr. Lin, Dr. Renshw, Dr. Rwille, Dr. 
Perrewe, Mr. Scheider, and Dr. Warheit The NIOSH Director, Division Directors, MIOSH 
staff, and membm..of the public also attended. The minutes h m  the 47th m&g on March 30, 
2006, were reviewed and approved. 

Report from the Director 

World Tr41 Csnter Responders Mufiiibrhg and Tretztmeit 

John Howard, Dimtor, MOSH, h t  thanked eight Board members for completing their terms of 
service, Dr. Howard them presented an update on health monitoring and treatment activities for 
responders ta the World Trade Center attacks. Based on a 2002 grant for a medical screening 
program, a journal article was published this year by members of the hospital consohurn 
administering the program. The article documented a high p ~ v d e n c e  of symptoms mong the 
responders with, most notably, a high percentage of resttictive l u n ~  defbcts. The consortium 
continues to document both physical and mental health symptoms and disorders in a database. 
Additional h d a  were applied tbis year to the programs including $75 million for t t m k e n L  
Those grants are ~chduIed to begin at the end of October, The Smw of the D ~ ~ e r r t  of 
Health and Human Services also has formed task force of D ~ ~ m t a T  leaderg to oversee 
financing and science activities. IDr, Howard noted that treatment is a new activity and c h d l q e  
for NIOSH, 

Dkms*: The Board asked for ~larification of Dr. Howard's responsibilities in the program* 
Dr. Howard stated tha~ he wilI coordinate but not directly manage several programs including a 
health registry funded though the Agency for Toxic Substances and Diswe Registry, The 
Board asked for a clear definition of the cohort baing studid Dr. Howard stated that there are no 
separate funds far a well-defined research protocol but only funds to monitor and follow-up 
cases so it is difficult to establish a clear cohort. Dr. Howard stated he would welcome more 
systematic research if funding becomes available. 

Dr. Howard highlighted an adive year in mining 5.afety arrd health, noting changes in the 
Occupational.Safety and Health Act and the new MINF& (Mine Imp~vernmt and New 
Emergency Response) Act, which includes funding by @te :u;s. C01igrw to mbncernina safety 
mining md improve d e f y  and co~munica€ions technology for miners, 














