
 

   

 

                  

                 

                

             

                 

                

        

                

                

                

                    

              

   

         

         

     

Request n g  a Lab-A d 

Laborator   assistanc  e fro  m CDC  

What i    a  Lab-Aid?  
A Lab-Aid provide  a mechani m for a public health laboratory to reque t a  i tance from the Center  for Di ea e 

Control and Prevention (CDC) to addre   an a  ociated need. A Lab-Aid i   hort-term (1-3 week ), generally on ite, 

technical a  i tance by trained Laboratory Leader hip Service (LLS) fellow  and appropriate CDC  ubject matter expert . 

What a ctivitie   can  LLS  fellow   perform  during  a  Lab-Aid?   
A  Lab-Aid  i   a  mechani m f or  providing  rapid,   hort-term   upport  to   tate,  local,  

and f ederal p ublic h ealth l ab   for  critical l aboratory  te ting  or  operational n eed .  

During  a  Lab-Aid,  an  LLS  fellow  take   a  leader hip  role,   upported b y  a  CDC   ubject  

matter  expert,  to  addre    an  urgent  public h ealth co ncern. A   Lab-Aid m ay  involve:  

• Conducting  laboratory   afety  ri k  a  e  ment  

• Advi ing  on l ab q uality  i  ue   or   y tem   to  help i mprove  the  reliability  and 

reproducibility  of  lab d ata 

• Standing  up o r   trengthening  the  lab  component  of  a   urveillance  program 

• A  i ting  with  bioinformatic   or  advanced m olecular  detection ( AMD) 

workflow   or  analy e  

• Providing  lab e xperti e  or  a  i tance  for  outbreak  inve tigation  

• Capacity  building  or  laboratory  operation    upport 

LLS fellow Stephen LaVoie (Cla   of 2020), far left, 

train   taff in a U.S. Virgin I land  public health 

laboratory on COVID te ting in trument . 
Who  participate ?   

A Lab-Aid team include  at lea t one LLS fellow and CDC laboratory  ubject 

matter expert , ba ed on the laboratory need . The Lab-Aid team collaborate  clo ely with public health laboratory  taff 

from which the a  i tance i  reque ted. The reque ting public health laboratory provide  overall leader hip for the Lab-

Aid while the Lab-Aid team provide  technical a  i tance. 

Who  can  reque t a   Lab-Aid?  
A Lab-Aid mu t be reque ted by the director of a public health laboratory. 

What i    the  role  of  the  reque ting  public  health  laboratory?  
The public health laboratory reque ting the Lab-Aid provide  overall leader hip of the a  i tance while benefitting from 

a collaborative relation hip with the Lab-Aid team. The public health laboratory generally retain  cu tody and control 

over all data collected a  part of the a  ociation. After the Lab-Aid i  completed, the public health laboratory can reque t 

CDC’  continued collaboration and a  i tance in data analy i , report writing, pre entation preparation, and additional 

programmatic technical a  i tance. 



 

 

  

                   

                   

         

              

         

  
 

         

  

  

  

How can a public health laboratory reque t a Lab-Aid? 

1.  The r eque ting  laboratory  contact   the  LLS  program  (LLS@cdc.gov)  or t he   ubject  matter  

expert  at  CDC  about  potential  laboratory  need .  Reque ting  laboratorie   are e ncouraged t o  

reach o ut  to  the  LLS  program  to  di cu    laboratory  need   not  li ted  here.  

2.  The C DC   ubject  matter e xpert  contact   the  LLS  program  (or  vice v er a)  to  di cu    the  Lab-Aid  

reque t.  Once C DC  decide   it  can   upport  the  Lab-Aid,  the C DC   ubject  matter e xpert  notifie   

the r eque ting  laboratory.   

3.  If  CDC  can   upport  the  Lab-Aid,  upon n otification,  the r eque ting  laboratory   end   a l etter  of  

intent  via e mail  to  the  LLS  program  at  LLS@cdc.gov.   

4.  The L LS  program  approve   the  Lab-Aid.  
 

How  do  Lab-Aid   benefit p ublic  health?  

A  Lab-Aid b enefit   public  health i n   everal  way .  Lab-Aid   can:  

•  Streamline  acce    to  CDC   ubject  matter  expert   and  laboratory  re ource   

•  Increa e  the  technical  capacity  and  workforce  available  for  rapid,  laboratory  re pon e  

•  Build c apacity  for  laboratory   afety  and q uality  through c ollaboration  

•  Enhance  relation hip   between C DC  and p ublic  health  laboratorie   

What i    the  difference  between  a  Lab-Aid  and  an  Epi-Aid?  

A Lab-Aid focu e  on addre  ing urgent public health laboratory need  but i  not limited to public health re pon e ,  uch 

a  outbreak inve tigation . Some public health threat  may warrant a joint re pon e where a Lab-Aid i  paired with an 

Epi-Aid for an integrated approach to inve tigation  and re olution. 

An Epi-Aid provide  rapid,  hort-term epidemiologic a  i tance by Epidemic Intelligence Service (EIS) officer  for 

re pon e to an urgent public health problem. 

Additional Information 

LLS@cdc.gov 

404-498-6110 
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