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DESCRIPTION 

This virtual exercise provides an opportunity for 

microbiologists to participate in a series of three virtual 

case studies using the American Society for Microbiology 

(ASM) sentinel laboratory protocols to detect potential 

biothreat agents, while in a safe environment.  

Each exercise begins with a virtual case description and 

specimen. Participants select the media and tests to use. 

Each selection will provide images and data to interpret. 

Participants will be required to log their interpretations as 

they work through the ASM protocols. Each exercise is 

complete once a decision is made to either rule out the 

possibility of a biothreat agent within their laboratory, or 

to refer the specimen to a Laboratory Response Network 

(LRN) reference laboratory. 

Supervisors may wish to ask their staff to participate in the 

virtual exercise and review the resulting worksheets, in 

order to document laboratory personnel competency 

within the area of emergency response. 

 

AUDIENCE  

This online training activity is designed for laboratory 

professionals working in LRN Sentinel Laboratories. 

 

FREE REGISTRATION  

· Locate the course online at www.cdc.gov/labtraining 

· Follow the link to register for the course in TRAIN 

· If you have difficulty with the online registration 

process, please email  labtraining@cdc.gov  

 

 For a complete list of courses, visit www.cdc.gov/labtraining. 

 

CONTINUING EDUCATION 

Continuing education credits are not available for this 

training activity. You may download a certificate from 

the CDC upon completion. 

 

SPECIAL NEEDS 

Course content is closed captioned, where applicable, 

and optimized for a screen reader.  
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