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INTRODUCTION 

The Anti-HIV-1 proficiency  testing 
(PT) panel for Quarter 4, 2012, con-
sisted of five individual-matrix dried-
blood spot (DBS) specimens repre-
senting a variety of serostatuses.  HIV  
antibody screening and confirmatory 
tests should identify all HIV-positive 
specimens, regardless of subtype.  
Method and laboratory performance 
are evaluated by challenging partici-
pants with specimens representing 
HIV-negative and positive serosta-
tuses. 

On October 9, 2012, we sent the Quar-
ter 4 Anti-HIV-1 panel to 15 domestic 
and 13 international participants. We 
received data reports from 25 of the 
28 participating laboratories by the 
designated deadline date.   This report 
is the outcome of data reported for 
the Quarter 4, 2012, Anti- HIV-1 PT  
specimens. There were no misclassifi-
cations reported. This quarterly report 
is distributed to all participants and to 
program colleagues upon request. 

Each participant was asked to analyze 
the specimens for anti-HIV-1 with the 
assay schemes they routinely  use and 
to report for each specimen the screen-
ing results along with results from any 
confirmatory assays performed for 
presumptive positives. A  final inter-

pretation for each specimen must be 
submitted to receive a grade. 

PARTICIPANTS’ RESULTS 

Table 1 shows the overall frequency 
of reported reactive, non-reactive, and 
indeterminate screening results for 
specimens 41241-41245. 

In Part 1 of the report, Table 2 shows 
the number of laboratories using each 
screening method/kit both for the pri-
mary and secondary screens. 

Table 3 shows the summary of screen-
ing errors by method. There were no 
false negative or false positive errors 
this quarter. 

In Part 2 of the report, Table 4 shows 
the number of laboratories using each 
confirmatory method/kit. 

Table 5 shows the Reported Frequency 
of Bands by Western Blot for each of 
the PT  specimens that tested positive 
for the Anti-HIV-1 screening analysis. 

The Quality Assurance Program will 
ship next quarter’s HIV-1 DBS profi-
ciency testing specimens on January 
14, 2013.v 

CONFERENCES  AND 
MEETINGS 

2012 HIV  Diagnostics Conference 
December 12-14, 2012 at the Sheraton 
Hotel in downtown Atlanta, Georgia.  
www.hivtestingconference.org v

SPOTLIGHT 

In 2012, CDC issued a new health 
department funding opportunity an-
nouncement (FOA) that is designed to 
increase the impact of HIV  prevention. 
This program will distribute $359 mil-
lion annually to support HIV  testing 
and other prevention efforts and using 
a High Impact Prevention approach. 
Of these funds, $54.8 million goes 
to support CDC’s Expanded Testing 
Program that is being conducted in 
34 high-prevalence areas with 90% 
of the country’s AIDS epidemic. This 
program supports health departments 
in working with hospitals and health 
care providers to conduct routine opt-
out testing and provide targeted HIV  
testing in community-based settings. 
The project focuses on HIV  testing 
among African Americans, Latinos, 
MSM and IDUs and emphasizes link-
ing those who test positive to medical 
care. 
http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/resources/ 
factsheets/PDF/LHI-Factsheet-FI-
NAL-6-26-12.pdf 
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      TABLE 1:   Frequency Distribution:  Outcome of Final  Interpretations  (25  Labs)  

Specimen     Expected                  Non- Reactive       Reactive        Indeterminate       Not  Reported 
 
 
  Number      Results

 

 41241  Non-Reactive  25             0   0             3 



 41242  Non-Reactive  25             0   0             3 



 41243  Reactive                              0             25                  0               3 



41244  Non-Reactive                     25               0 0                3 

       

41245  Non-Reactive                     25               0 0               3 



 
 
 
 

Part 1. SCREENING  
 

TABLE 2: Number of Screening  Methods Reported; Includes Primary and Secondary Methods  
 
 

        Method Code                             Kit Source                                                  Participants  
                 

10  Fujirebio Serodia-HIV 1,2    2 


11  In House       2 


12  Other          4 

   
27  Tecnosuma (Cuba) UMELISA HIV 1+2    2 


40   Avioq HIV-1 Microeleisa Systems    12 


41  Bio-Rad HIV-1/Hiv-2 plus O EIA                  1_____              

      

                                                   Total     23* 

  
 
 

*Note:   Two laboratories  did not report  EIA data and reported  final interpretations  based on  a Western Blot 
confirmatory tests.  
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TABLE3: Summary of screening errors by method. 

There were no screening errors this quarter. 

PART 2.  CONFIRMATORY 

Table 4: Number of Confirmatory Methods Reported 

Method Code  Kit Source__________________ Total Participants_

 16 Genetic Systems HIV-1 WB Kit (Bio-Rad)  12
 32 Cambridge Biotech HIV-1 WB Kit (Maxim) 3 
36 Bio-Rad New LAV Blot I 1 
37 Genelab Diagnostics HIV 2.2 WB 1 
42 MP Diagnostics HIV Blot 2.2 1 

Total   18 

Tables 5: Reported Frequency of Bands for Reactive Specimens (All Methods) 

Total # Labs (18) gp160 gp120 p66 p55 p51 gp41 p31 p24 p18 

Number of Laboratories Finding Reactive Bands 

Specimen 41243 (R) 18 16 12 13 14 17 6 18 16 



     

     
    

    
    
    

    

   

    

    
  
	 	 	
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
     
  
  
  

  
    

    

    
       

          
          

	 

  

 


 

 


 

 


 

 


 

 


 

 


 

 


 

 


 

 


 

 


 

 

	 


 

 


 

 

This NEWBORN SCREENING QUALITY ASSURANCE PROGRAM report is an internal
 publication distributed to program participants and selected program colleagues. The laboratory
 quality assurance program is a project cosponsored by the Centers for Disease Control and

    Prevention (CDC) and the Association of Public Health Laboratories. 
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