
Hepatitis C: 25 Years Since Discovery
2014 marks the 25th anniversary of the discovery of the Hepatitis C virus. Since the virus was discovered 
in 1989, significant public health and research advances have led to great progress in curbing new 
infections and developing life-saving treatment options. Unfortunately, millions of Americans continue 
to live with this disease and most don’t know they are infected. This timeline highlights the milestones 
from the past 25 years since the discovery of the Hepatitis C virus.

1989 
Discovery of 
Hepatitis C virus

1991
First Hepatitis C 
treatment approved 

1992
Testing virtually eliminates 
Hepatitis C virus from U.S. blood supply

1996
Hepatitis C infections continue 
to dramatically decline

1998
CDC issues recommendations 
on Hepatitis C prevention 
and control

 

2007 
Deaths from Hepatitis C
surpass HIV in U.S.

2010 
Institute of Medicine report 
issued on viral hepatitis

2011
Action Plan released and July 28th 
declared World Hepatitis Day

2012
First National Testing Day and
CDC recommends testing all people
born 1945-1965 for Hepatitis C 

2014
Realizing the potential 
of an all–oral cure 

Elimination of Hepatitis C
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www.cdc.gov/hepatitis 




