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	Microscopic photo of C. difficile bacteria.

DHHS/CDC logo.

Project Firstline logo.

	Did you know? The germ C. diff can live on dry surfaces for at least 5 months.

BMC Infectious Diseases, 6, Article 130, August 2006
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	Photo of an hourglass sitting on a laboratory counter.
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	Certain germs, such as C. diff, can live for a very long time, while other germs survive for less time – hours or days.

Prevent the spread of C. diff, CDC.gov, July 2021
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	Photo of a hospital worker disinfecting a bed railing.
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	Disinfection kills C. diff and other germs to stop their spread and protect patients. 

Learn more about infection control in healthcare. 
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