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Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) 

PS17-1704: Comprehensive High-Impact HIV Prevention Projects for Young Men of 

Color Who Have Sex with Men and Young Transgender Persons of Color 

Attachment L: High-Risk and Substantial Risk Definitions for HIV infection 

Table 1 presents the screening criteria for identifying persons at high risk for acquiring HIV, and Table 2 

provides the screening criteria for identifying persons in the subset designated by the PrEP guidelines as 

being at substantial risk, for whom PrEP may be indicated. 

Table 1. Screening Criteria for Identifying HIV-negative Persons Who May Be At High Risk for HIV 

Use these criteria for 

MEN WHO HAVE SEX WITH MEN (MSM) 

Use these criteria for 

HETEROSEXUALLY ACTIVE MEN 
AND WOMEN 

Use these criteria for 

TRANSGENDER PERSONS 

BOTH OF THESE: 

 Adult or Adolescent male 

 Without acute or established HIV 
infection 

Note: If also has sex with women, evaluate 
by criteria in Column 2, as well 

AND 

ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWING: 

IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS: 

 Had receptive or insertive anal sex with 
an HIV-positive male partner 

 Had receptive or insertive anal sex 
without a condom with a male partner 
who was not known to be HIV-negative 

 Had a bacterial sexually transmitted 
infection (STI) diagnosed or reported 

BOTH OF THESE: 

 Adult or Adolescent person 

 Without acute or established HIV 
infection 

Note: If person is a man who has sex 
with both women and men, evaluate 
by criteria in Column 1, as well 

AND 

ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWING: 

IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS: 

 Had vaginal or anal sex with an 
HIV-positive partner 

 Had vaginal or anal sex without a 
condom with at least one partner 
of unknown HIV status whose 
behavioral risks are not known or 
who: 
o Is an MSM, or 
o Is a person who injects drugs 

(PWID), or 
o Had a recent bacterial STI, or 
o Has an HIV-positive partner, 

or 
o Has a partner who is a PWID, 

or 
o Resides in or is socially 

connected to an area, 
population, or social, sexual, 
or drug using network 
presumed to have relatively 
high HIV prevalence, based 
on locally available 
information 

 Had a bacterial STI diagnosed or 
reported 

BOTH OF THESE: 

 Adult or Adolescent person 

 Without acute or established HIV 
infection 

AND 

ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWING: 

IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS: 

 Had vaginal or anal sex with an HIV-
positive partner 

 Had vaginal or anal sex without a condom 
with at least one partner of unknown HIV 
status whose behavioral risks are not 
known or who: 
o Is an MSM, or 
o Is a PWID, or 
o Had a recent bacterial STI, or 
o Has an HIV-positive partner, or 
o Has a partner who is a PWID, or 
o Resides in or is socially connected to 

an area, population, or social, sexual, 
or drug using network presumed to 
have relatively high HIV prevalence, 
based on locally available information 

 Had a bacterial STI diagnosed or reported 
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Table 1. Screening Criteria for Identifying HIV-negative Persons Who May Be At High Risk for HIV 

Use these criteria for 

PERSONS WHO INJECT DRUGS (PWID) 

ALL OF THESE: 

 Adult or Adolescent person 

 Without acute or established HIV infection 

 IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS, any injection of drugs not prescribed to the person by a clinician for medical purposes 

AND 

 IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS, any sharing of injection or drug preparation equipment to inject drugs not prescribed to the person by 
a clinician for medical purposes 

Note: Evaluate risk for sexual acquisition by criteria in Columns 1, 2, and 3, as well 

Table 2. Screening Criteria for Identifying HIV-negative Persons Who May Be At Substantial Risk for HIV 
and Recommended Indications For PrEP Use1 

Use these criteria for 

MEN WHO HAVE SEX WITH MEN 

Use these criteria for 

HETEROSEXUALLY ACTIVE MEN 
AND WOMEN 

Use these criteria for 

PERSONS WHO INJECT DRUGS 

ALL OF THESE: 

 Adult man2 

 Without acute or established HIV 
infection 

 Any male sex partners IN THE PAST 6 
MONTHS (if also has sex with women, 
see Column 2) 

 Not in a monogamous partnership with 
a recently tested, HIV-negative man 

AND 

AT LEAST ONE OF THE FOLLOWING: 

 Any anal sex without condoms 
(receptive or insertive) IN THE PAST 6 
MONTHS 

 Any STI diagnosed or reported IN THE 
PAST 6 MONTHS 

 Is in an ongoing sexual relationship with 
an HIV-positive male partner 

ALL OF THESE: 

 Adult person2 

 Without acute or established HIV 
infection 

 Any sex with opposite sex partners 
IN THE PAST 6 MONTHS 

 Not in a monogamous partnership 
with a recently tested, HIV-
negative partner 

AND 

AT LEAST ONE  OF THE FOLLOWING: 

 Is a man who has sex with both 
women and men (behaviorally 
bisexual) [also evaluate indications 
for PrEP use by Column 1 criteria] 

 Infrequently uses condoms during 
sex with 1 or more partners of 
unknown HIV status who are 
known to be at substantial risk of 
HIV infection (IDU or bisexual male 
partner) 

 Is in an ongoing sexual 
relationship with an HIV-positive 
partner 

ALL OF THESE: 

 Adult person2 

 Without acute or established HIV 
infection 

 Any injection of drugs not prescribed by 
a clinician IN THE PAST 6 MONTHS 

AND 

AT LEAST ONE OF THE FOLLOWING: 

 Any sharing of injection or drug 
preparation equipment IN THE PAST 6 
MONTHS 

 Been in a methadone, buprenorphine, or 
suboxone treatment program IN THE 
PAST 6 MONTHS 

 Risk of sexual acquisition (also evaluate 
by criteria in Column 1 or 2) 

 


