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Florida Hepatitis Collaboration, Assessment, 
Resources, and Education (FL Hep-CARE) 

Project Overview
� Pilot project for the care and treatment of 

clients infected with hepatitis C 
� Goal: Develop infrastructure for hepatitis 

C care through collaboration and efficient 
use of resources

� Strategy: Specialists train mid-level 
practitioners in the local health 
department to provide case management 
and medical care, with expert referral and 
consultation as needed
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 First Pilot Site

� Alachua County Health Department
in Gainesville, FL

� University of Florida College of
Medicine practitioners

� FL DOH (Department of Health)
revenue for some patient testing etc.

� Patient Assistance Programs to
obtain drugs for uninsured
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Alachua County

Chronic Hepatitis Testing DOH

� August 2005 tested 225 for chronic
hepatitis through ACHD (7 Hep C+)

� 2005 on average 186 tested/month
(avg. 7 Hep C +/month)

� In addition to testing for chronic
hepatitis, offer vaccines for Hepatitis
A & B at no charge thru DOH 09
program
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� Hepatitis C + through screening
� Primary Care ACHD patient
� No insurance -refer to financial

screening (cut off 100 % FPL)
� Medicaid
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� Chronic Hepatitis
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program, clinic visit,
or other providers

� If meets primary care
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scheduled for physical
and labs, chart review
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� If meets criteria
scheduled for Hep-
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� Patient Assistance
Program (PAP) for
treatment drugs
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Hepatitis C Treatment
Inclusion Criteria

� Ability to comply with treatment
� Age 18 to 65 years
� Clinical diagnosis with detectable

viral load
� Acceptable labs (WBC, ANC, HgB,

platelets, glucose, TSH, AFP etc.)
� Negative pregnancy test,

contraception
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Hepatitis C Care
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� Appropriate patients referred for the
liver care clinic at ACHD
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Hepatitis C Treatment

� Pegasys 180 ug
once weekly SQ

� Copegus 1000-
1200 mg by weight
daily PO

� Genotype 1,4 for
48 weeks

� Genotype 2,3 for
24 weeks

� Peg-Intron weight
based dosing SQ
weekly

� Rebetol weight
based dose daily
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Hep Care Clinic
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� Web site for info.
http://www.doh.state.
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