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Overview

• New ACIP Statement- Birth Dose 
Recommendations

• 2006 Harmonized Schedule

• VFC Enrollment of Hospitals

• NIS Birth Dose Rates



New ACIP Childhood 
Hepatitis B Statement

• To be published in MMWR on December 23, 
2005

• Will include stronger language on the 
administration of the birth dose

• Will have recommendations on hospital policies 
and procedures regarding screening and giving 
a birth dose

• Will clarify recommendations for infants <2000 
grams



Proposed 2006 Harmonized Schedule

• Will no longer include hepatitis B in a yellow bar 
at birth (because it’s given at a point in time and 
not a range)

• Will highlight hepatitis B at 4 months as a dose 
needed if specific products are used (Comvax or 
Pediarix) which would result in a 4 dose series of 
hepatitis B vaccine



Current (2005) Childhood/Adolescent Immunization Schedule



Proposed 2006 Childhood/Adolescent Immunization Schedule



VFC Enrollment of Hospitals

• Hospitals are eligible to be part of the federal 
Vaccines for Children (VFC) program

• VFC Providers may provide vaccine at no cost to 
VFC-eligible children (Medicaid-eligible, 
uninsured, Alaska Native/Native American, and 
underinsured served in FQHC/RHCs) 

• Hospitals may use VFC-supplied hepatitis B to 
administer a birth dose to VFC-eligible newborns



NIS Birth Dose Rates
NIS Birth Dose Rates at 0-2 Days, US Average
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