
Developing and Implementing Hepatitis C 
Training For Chemical Dependence  
Treatment Providers In NYS
THE PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE

NATIONAL VIRAL HEPATITIS CONFERENCE
SAMHSA BEST PRACTICES SESSION

DECEMBER 8, 2005

STEVEN KIPNIS MD, FACP, FASAM
MEDICAL DIRECTOR – NYS OASAS



THE
HEPATITIS 
INITIATIVE



MEDICAL ADVISORY PANEL 
ADVISORY PAPER 2000

Increase the knowledge and awareness of the threat 
of hepatitis within the client and provider community

Clients should receive hepatitis education
Sponsor state wide clinical education conference
Trainings using web based technology

Identify and reduce the incidence of hepatitis among 
clients in treatment

On site counseling and testing
Vaccinate sero-negative patients for hepatitis A and 
B

Improve access to care for those clients infected with 
hepatitis





A partnership between NYS OASAS, 
NYS DOH and GlaxoSmithKline
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The purpose of this project is:
Test delivery systems  to provide Hepatitis A and 
B vaccine (TwinRix) to chemically dependent 
patients in the OASAS system of care.
Evaluate the most effective system for ensuring 
vaccinations to these patients.
Foster  relationship between county health 
departments and local chemical dependence 
providers
Provide hepatitis education for providers and 
patients



Phase I of this project will target two 
moderately  sized counties, representing 
western  and southern NYS.

Oneida
Rockland

All OASAS levels of care in both counties 
(inpatient, outpatient, therapeutic 
community, and MTP) will be asked to 
participate.



Phase II, add Erie and St. Lawrence 
counties. 

Simultaneously, assuming positive 
evaluation results, we will begin 
discussions about expanding the Project 
into NYC.
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