Seattle Safe Schools Study

Student Survey

· This survey is voluntary. This means that it is up to you whether or not you complete this survey.  You do not have to finish it, but we hope that you will.

· This survey is private and confidential. No one but you will know how you answer these questions. 
· This survey is about school safety and your experiences at school.
· Your answers may help schools find better ways to help support students, improve programs, and create safer schools.

· Please mark only one answer for each question, unless the directions for a specific question say to mark all that apply.
· Please read every question carefully.
	Today’s Date: ______________________________________________

School: __________________________________________________




Please fill in your name and remove this page from your survey. This page will be collected before we begin.

Thank you for taking this survey!


These questions ask you about yourself.
1. How old are you?

· 11 years old

· 12 years old

· 13 years old

· 14 years old

· 15 years old

· 16 years old 

· 17 years or older

2. What grade are you in?

· 6th grade

· 7th grade

· 8th grade

· 9th grade

· 10th grade

· 11th grade

· 12th grade

· Other: _________________

3. What is your gender?

· Female

· Male

· Transgender (A person whose body and gender identity don’t match - for example, a person may have been born female, but identifies as male)
4. How do you describe yourself? Please choose the ethnic or racial group you belong to. If you are from more than one group, choose the last option.
· Caucasian/White
· African American/Black

· Latino/Chicano/Hispanic American
· Asian American (Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Filipino, etc.)
· Southeast Asian American (Vietnamese, Cambodian, Thai, Laotian, etc.)
· Native American/Indian/Alaskan Native
· Other (group not listed above including East Indian, Arab American, Haitian, Samoan, Hawaiian, etc.
· I am from more than one ethnic or racial group
5. How would you describe your sexual orientation? 
· Heterosexual – attracted to the opposite sex
· Bisexual – attracted to both sexes
· Homosexual (gay or lesbian) - attracted to the same sex
· Not sure
The next questions ask about your participation in the ongoing GSA or support group at your school about gay, lesbian, transgender, and questioning issues.

6. On average, how often do you attend the meetings? 

	· 1 time per month
	· 2 times per month
	· 3 times per month
	· 4 times per month
	· 5 or more times per month


7. How many years have you been involved in this group?

· 1 year

· 2 years

· 3 years

· 4 years or more years

8. Why did you decide to join the group? Mark all that apply.
· To get information

· To meet new people

· To be with friends

· To promote social justice

· To do activities with the group

· To support gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, and questioning students

· Other (please describe): ______________________

9. How safe do you feel at school?
	· Not at all safe
	· Somewhat safe
	· Mostly safe
	· Very safe


10. How helpful has the group been in making you feel safer at school? 
	· Not at all helpful
	· Not very helpful
	· Helpful
	· Very helpful 


11. How helpful has the group been in making the school environment feel safer for GLBTQ students?

	· Not at all helpful
	· Not very helpful
	· Helpful
	· Very helpful


12. How do you think the group could be improved?
Next, mark how TRUE you feel these next statements are about your school GSA or support group facilitators. 

13. The GSA facilitators are easy to talk to.

	· Not at all true
	· Somewhat true
	· Mostly true
	· Very true


14. The GSA facilitators are accepting of all students.

	· Not at all true
	· Somewhat true
	· Mostly true
	· Very true


15. The GSA facilitators really care about the students in the group.

	· Not at all true
	· Somewhat true
	· Mostly true
	· Very true


16. The GSA facilitators listen to us when we have something to say. 
	· Not at all true
	· Somewhat true
	· Mostly true
	· Very true


17. The GSA facilitators are knowledgeable about GLBTQ issues and resources.
	· Not at all true
	· Somewhat true
	· Mostly true
	· Very true


18. The GSA facilitators speak up for GLBTQ student issues at school. 
	· Not at all true
	· Somewhat true
	· Mostly true
	· Very true


The next questions ask about your experiences at school.
	19. How supportive of GLBTQ people are the following people?

	Principal/Administrator

	· Not at all supportive
	· Somewhat supportive
	· Mostly supportive
	· Very supportive
	· Don’t know how supportive
	· Don’t know this person

	Counselor

	· Not at all supportive
	· Somewhat supportive
	· Mostly supportive
	· Very supportive
	· Don’t know how supportive
	· Don’t know this person

	School Nurse

	· Not at all supportive
	· Somewhat supportive
	· Mostly supportive
	· Very supportive
	· Don’t know how supportive
	· Don’t know this person

	Teen clinic staff

	· Not at all supportive
	· Somewhat supportive
	· Mostly supportive
	· Very supportive
	· Don’t know how supportive
	· Don’t know this person

	Teachers

	· Not at all supportive
	· Somewhat supportive
	· Mostly supportive
	· Very supportive
	· Don’t know how supportive

	School staff

	· Not at all supportive
	· Somewhat supportive
	· Mostly supportive
	· Very supportive
	· Don’t know how supportive

	Other students (not in the GSA)

	· Not at all supportive
	· Somewhat supportive
	· Mostly supportive
	· Very supportive
	· Don’t know how supportive


20. How important is it for you to see positive GLBTQ role models at your school? (For example, staff members, students, guest speakers, posters, videos)

· Not at all important

· Somewhat important

· Important

· Very important

21. Do any of your textbooks contain information about GLBTQ people, history or events?

· Yes
· No
· Don’t know
22. Are there books or other resources in your school library that contain information about GLBTQ people, history or events?
· Yes
· No
· Don’t Know
23. Do you use computers to access websites about GLBTQ people, history or events? (Mark all that apply.)
· Yes at school
· Yes at home
· No
· Don’t have Internet access
24. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you not go to school because you felt unsafe at school or unsafe on your way to or from school? 
· 0 days

· 1 day 

· 2 or 3 days 

· 4 or more days 

Please mark how strongly you agree or disagree with the following statements about your school and your school GSA.
	25. I feel connected to people at this school. 

· Strongly disagree

· Disagree

· Neither agree or disagree

· Agree

· Strongly agree
	26. I feel connected to people in the school GSA. 

· Strongly disagree

· Disagree

· Neither agree or disagree

· Agree

· Strongly agree


	27. I am happy to be at this school. 

· Strongly disagree

· Disagree

· Neither agree or disagree

· Agree

· Strongly agree
	28. I am happy to be in the school GSA. 

· Strongly disagree

· Disagree

· Neither agree or disagree

· Agree

· Strongly agree


	29. I feel like I am part of this school.

· Strongly disagree

· Disagree

· Neither agree or disagree

· Agree

· Strongly agree
	30. I feel like I am part of this school GSA. 

· Strongly disagree

· Disagree

· Neither agree or disagree

· Agree

· Strongly agree


	31. The teachers at this school treat students fairly.

· Strongly disagree

· Disagree

· Neither agree or disagree

· Agree

· Strongly agree
	32. The facilitators of the school GSA treat students in the group fairly.

· Strongly disagree

· Disagree

· Neither agree or disagree

· Agree

· Strongly agree


The next questions ask about violence, safety, harassment, and bullying. 
	During the past 2 months, how many times on school property have you... 

	33. Been pushed, shoved, slapped, hit, or kicked by someone who wasn’t just kidding around? 
	· 0 times
	· 1 time


	· 2-3 times


	· 4 or more times



	34. Been afraid of being beaten up? 
	· 0 times
	· 1 time


	· 2-3 times


	· 4 or more times

	35. Been in a physical fight?
	· 0 times
	· 1 time


	· 2-3 times


	· 4 or more times

	36. Had mean rumors or lies spread about you?  
	· 0 times
	· 1 time


	· 2-3 times


	· 4 or more times

	37. Had sexual jokes, comments, or gestures made to you?
	· 0 times
	· 1 time


	· 2-3 times


	· 4 or more times

	38. Been made fun of because of your looks or the way you talk?
	· 0 times
	· 1 time


	· 2-3 times


	· 4 or more times

	39. Had your property stolen or deliberately damaged, such as your car, clothing, or books?
	· 0 times
	· 1 time


	· 2-3 times


	· 4 or more times

	40. Received threatening emails, instant messages (IMs) or text messages from students at school?
	· 0 times
	· 1 time


	· 2-3 times


	· 4 or more times


	During the past 2 months, how many times on school property were you harassed or bullied for any of the following reasons?  

	41. Your race, ethnicity, or national origin
	· 0 times
	· 1 time


	· 2-3 times


	· 4 or more times

	42. Your religion
	· 0 times
	· 1 time


	· 2-3 times


	· 4 or more times

	43. Your gender 
	· 0 times
	· 1 time


	· 2-3 times


	· 4 or more times

	44. How you express your gender (looks, speech, mannerism, dress, etc.)
	· 0 times
	· 1 time


	· 2-3 times


	· 4 or more times

	45. Because you are GLBTQ or someone thought you were
	· 0 times
	· 1 time


	· 2-3 times


	· 4 or more times

	46. Your disability or because someone thought you had a disability
	· 0 times
	· 1 time


	· 2-3 times


	· 4 or more times


The next few questions ask about slurs or verbal harassment at school.

Thinking about slurs or verbal harassment in the PAST MONTH at school…
47. How many times in the past week have you heard students use homophobic language in a mean or insulting way (such as that is so gay or you fag)?

	· 0 times 
	· 1-2 times
	· 3-4 times
	· 5-7 times
	· 8-10 times 
	· more than 10 times


	48. How many times in the past month have you heard students use slurs or verbally harass other students because of their sexual orientation or what others thought was their sexual orientation?
	49. Of the times that you have heard slurs or verbal harassment because of sexual orientation in the past month, how many times has a teacher or other staff person intervened?

	· 0 times

· 1-2 times

· 3-4 times

· 5-7 times

· 8-10 times

· more than 10 times
	· 0 times

· 1-2 times

· 3-4 times

· 5-7 times

· 8-10 times

· more than 10 times

· I haven’t heard any harassment


50. In general, when you have seen a teacher or other staff person intervene when they heard slurs or verbal harassment, what did they do to address the problem? (Mark all that apply.)
· Stopped it – told the person to stop making comments that are slurs or verbal harassment
· Named it – told the person that the comment made was a slur or verbal harassment 
· Explained it – told the person that slurs and verbal harassment are not acceptable behavior in the school or classroom
· Other:_________________________________

· Don’t know

· I have never seen teacher or staff intervene
51. When you have seen a teacher or other staff person intervene, how effective were they in addressing the problem? 
	· Very effective
	· Somewhat effective
	· Not very effective
	· Not at all effective
	· I don’t know

	· I have never seen them intervene



The next few questions ask about physical harassment or bullying at school.

Thinking about physical harassment or bullying in the PAST MONTH at school…
	52. How many times in the past month have you seen students physically harassing or bullying other students because of their sexual orientation or what others thought was their sexual orientation?
	53. Of the times that you have seen physical harassment or bullying because of sexual orientation in the past month, how many times has a teacher or other staff person intervened?

	( 0 times

( 1-2 times

( 3-4 times

( 5-7 times

( 8-10 times

( more than 10 times
	( 0 times

( 1-2 times

( 3-4 times

( 5-7 times

( 8-10 times

( more than 10 times

( I haven’t seen any harassment


54. In general, when you have seen a teacher or other staff person intervene, when they saw physical harassment or bullying, what did they do to address the problem? (Mark all that apply.) 
· Stopped it – told the person to stop making comments that are slurs or verbal harassment
· Named it – told the person that the comment made was a slur or verbal harassment 

· Explained it – told the person that slurs and verbal harassment are not acceptable behavior in the school or classroom
· Other:_________________________________

· Don’t know

· I have never seen teacher or staff intervene

55. When you have seen a teacher or other staff person intervene, how effective were they in addressing the problem? 
	· Very effective
	· Somewhat effective
	· Not very effective
	· Not at all effective
	· I don’t know
	· I have never seen them intervene


56. How comfortable do you feel going to the school teen health clinic or wellness center for health care (if your school shares one use that)?   
· Very uncomfortable

· A little uncomfortable

· Pretty comfortable

· Very comfortable

· We don’t have a teen health clinic at our school

57. How safe and welcoming is the environment at the teen health clinic or wellness center? 

· Very unsafe and unwelcoming

· A little unsafe and unwelcoming
· Pretty safe and welcoming
· Very safe and welcoming
· We don’t have teen health clinic at our school
58. How comfortable do you feel going for health care outside of school? 
· Very uncomfortable

· A little uncomfortable

· Pretty comfortable

· Very comfortable

· I don’t go for health care

59. What activities have you done with your GSA this school year? (Please check all that apply) 
· Organized social activities for its members.

· Created a supportive environment where members could talk about unique challenges some GLBTQ people face.
· Worked with teachers or school officials to reduce anti-GLBTQ bullying and harassment, including conducting teacher-trainings.

· Gave members the opportunity to make friends with GLBTQ students and allies.

· Helped members cope with anti-GLBTQ name calling, bullying and harassment.

· Worked with teachers or school officials to increase representation of important GLBTQ people, events or history in classes.

· Advocated with a teacher or school administrator on behalf of an GLBTQ student who was being bullied or harassed in school.

· Combated other types of social injustices, such as racism and sexism.

· Helped members to develop leadership skills for creating safer schools.

· Raised awareness of anti-GLBTQ harassment in school and/or in society.

· Organized a school-wide event to raise awareness about GLBTQ issues, such as an assembly.

· Organized other types of awareness activities such as writing a school newspaper article, distributing educational materials or raising money for a GLBTQ charity or cause.

· Other (please specify in the space below):
60.  In the current school year, were you taught about gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and questioning (GLBTQ) people, history or events in any of your classes?
· No ((Skip to question 63)
· Yes ((Continue with question 61)
61.  In which classes were you taught about gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and questioning (GLBTQ) people, history or events?

· History/Social Studies

· Science

· Health

· Gym/Physical Education

· English Foreign Language

· Music

· Math

· Art

· Other ______________

62. Overall, in those classes where GLBTQ topics were taught, how would you describe the representations of GLBTQ people, history or events?

· Very positive

· Somewhat positive
· Neither positive or negative

· Somewhat negative

· Very negative

· Not applicable

63.  In your school health classes this year, were there ever discussions about sexual orientation (for example when talking about dating, sexuality/sex education or family relationships)? 
· Yes
· No
· Don’t Know
· Didn’t have health class this year
64. Overall, in those discussions about sexual orientation how would you describe the representations of GLBTQ people?

· Very positive

· Somewhat positive

· Somewhat Negative

· Very negative

· Not Applicable

65. Please add any other comments.

Thank you for taking this survey!
Portions of this instrument were informed by the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network’s (GLSEN) National School Climate Survey.  For more information, see:

Harris Interactive, GLSEN. (2005). From teasing to torment: School climate in America, a

survey of students and teachers. New York: GLSEN.



===========================================================================================


This evaluation tool was developed by Seattle Public Schools with technical assistance from the Division of Adolescent and School Health of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  Its contents are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
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