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Rhode Island School Nutrition Environment Evaluation: Vending and 

A La Carte Food Policies Interview

School Committee (Board) Member Version

Today’s Date:

___/___/______

Scheduled Start Time: ____:_____

Interview Start Time: 
____:_____

Interview End Time:  
____:_____

Interviewer’s Name:
________________________________

Interview Site Code:  _______ Interview ID Number?: _________

Interviewee Name: ________________ Phone: _______________

Circle one:

Telephone interview

In-person interview



Introduction  

Hello, this is __(Interviewer name)__ from _______________. I am calling to conduct the interview we scheduled to discuss the school nutrition environment at __________________(name of district). We are working with RIDE and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to learn about what schools in Rhode Island are doing in the area of vending and a la carte foods. This information is for the Rhode Island School Nutrition Environment Evaluation. We are talking with principals, students, teachers, food vendors, and others involved with the nutrition environment in schools in several Rhode Island districts as part of this study.

The interview will last approximately 15 minutes. It will focus on the work the school committee has done regarding schools’ nutrition environment. Is this still a convenient time to talk? (If no, reschedule for __________________________________________.  If yes, continue.)
Your interview answers will be summarized along with other key stakeholders interviewed from this school and district as well as stakeholders across the state in a report for RIDE and the study's funder, the CDC. We will not identify your name or your school name with your answers. At the end of the evaluation, there will be a summary report of all findings.
I want to remind you that this interview is voluntary and you may choose not to answer any questions during the interview. I will be taking notes as you respond.

Do you have any questions before we begin? (Address as needed.)
Let's get started with the interview.

Questions
I understand from the superintendent of ___________ district that you are a current school board member. 

1. How long have you been a school committee member with this district? ___________

2. Prior to becoming a school committee member in what ways were you involved with the district?
3. Has the Committee undertaken any activities to create awareness or policies to improve nutrition for the district, this school year or last year? 
1 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes (( continue with 3a)
2 FORMCHECKBOX 
   No (( skip to 4)   


9 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Don’t know 
· 3a. If yes: Can you please describe those activities?  (Probe: What about activities addressing vending and a la carte issue? Interviewer note:   For each activity described, be sure to note when each took place.)
· 3b. Have any issues arisen in the efforts to make changes to the health environment?
(If not specifically mentioned above, follow with Q4-10. Skip any that were discussed in Q3)
4. Does the School Committee have a sub-committee that oversees school health and safety policies and programs? 

1 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes (( continue with 4a)
2 FORMCHECKBOX 
   No  (( skip to 5)   


9 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Don’t Know
· 4a. If yes: Can you talk about how often the sub-committee meets and what types of issues it address? How often does it bring issues up with the entire school committee for discussion and/or voting?
5. Does the district have a strategic plan or mission statement that defines the role of a School Food and Nutrition Program? 

1 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes (( continue with 5a)
2 FORMCHECKBOX 
   No (( skip to 6)   


9 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Don’t know
· 5a. If yes: please describe. 
· 5b. Could we review a copy of the strategic plan (or mission statement)? If yes, How could we best obtain a copy? (Probe: Who could we contact to obtain a copy?)
6. Does the district have a marketing plan to promote a positive image of the School Food and Nutrition Program? 

1 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes (( continue with 6a)
2 FORMCHECKBOX 
   No  (( skip to 7)   


9 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Don’t know
· 6a. If yes: please describe. 

· 6b. Could we review a copy of the marketing plan? If yes: How could we best obtain a copy? (Probe: Who could we contact to obtain a copy?)
7. During the past school year, have there been any discussions at the School Committee meetings about current state efforts to improve school nutrition? (Probe for formal or informal discussions.)
1 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes (( continue with 7a)
2 FORMCHECKBOX 
   No  (( skip to 8)   


9 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Don’t know

· 7a. If yes: please describe. (Note: if not specifically mentioned, probe:  Were there any discussions regarding balancing nutrition and fundraising?)
· 7b. Do you have any documentation or minutes of these discussions that we could review? If yes: How could we best obtain a copy? (Probe: Who could we contact to obtain a copy?)
8. In interviews we conducted with district level administrators, we were informed that this district currently has _________________________________. _______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________(Insert district level nutrition policies or procedures information.)
 This year have there been any discussions about developing any new nutrition-related policies or reviewing these existing nutrition policies? 
1 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes (( continue with 8a)
2 FORMCHECKBOX 
   No  (( skip to 9)   


9 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Don’t know

· 8a. If yes, please describe. 
· 8b. Can you describe any issues or concerns that were raised in these discussions? 
· 8c. Do you have any documentation of these activities that we could review? If yes: How could we best obtain a copy? (Probe: Who could we contact to obtain a copy?)
9. How would you describe the School Board’s support for improving the school nutrition environment? (Note: if clarification is needed: A healthy school nutrition environment may involve a commitment to nutrition and physical activity, pleasant eating experiences, quality school meals, other healthy food options, nutrition education, promotion of the development of healthy lifestyles, and providing clear and consistent messages that explain and reinforce healthy eating and physical activity habits.)
1 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Very supportive

2 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Somewhat supportive

3 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral (not an issue that has been discussed)

4 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Not very supportive

5 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Not at all supportive




9 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Don’t know
10. Considering all of the issues facing schools, how would you rate the importance of working to improve the school nutrition environment? (Read through list of options, except ‘don’t know.’)

1 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Very important

2 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Somewhat important

3 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Somewhat unimportant

4 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Very unimportant
(9 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Don’t know)
11. Are there additional things you would like to see the district do to create a healthy school nutrition environment?
12. Are you aware of any other individuals or groups who are actively working to improve the school nutrition environment? 
(Probe for contact information if possible.)
Thank you for your time today, we appreciate your responses and interest. If other questions arise, would it be possible for us to contact you again?

We would like to send you a small gift for taking the time to speak with us today.  What is your mailing address?
If you have any questions about the project, you can contact ____________.
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