
 

             

                   

                     

                           

               

                   

                           

                   

                        

     

   
      
     

 
 

     
     

 

     
         

 

     
     

 

    
   

   

 

       
 

      
 

        

  
   

       
   

     
     

   

                         

                       

   

       

                   

                 

                 

                         

                   

                        

                   

                   

 

              

Simplified Tracking: Streamlining HAI Data CollecƟon in NHSN 
Emerging InfecƟons Program ‐ Healthcare‐Associated InfecƟons Community Interface AcƟvity 

CDC: the ScienƟfic Core 

of HAI PrevenƟon 

HAI Tracking/ 
ReporƟng—NHSN 
 NaƟonal 
 State and 
 Facility levels 

Guidelines 
 FoundaƟon for 
clinical pracƟce 

Outbreaks 
 Stopping infecƟons 
at point of care 

State Support 
 CoordinaƟng and 
funding state acƟvity 

Research 
 IdenƟfying 
prevenƟon strategies 
of tomorrow 

Technical ExperƟse 
that fuels Federal 
efforts 
 CMS CondiƟons of 
ParƟcipaƟon 
 CMS Facility 
InspecƟons 
 CMS Pay for 
ReporƟng/ 
Performance 
Standards 
 HHS HAI PrevenƟon 
AcƟon Plan 
 FDA Recalls 
 AHRQ PrevenƟon 
Projects (CUSP) 

Tracking Healthcare‐Associated InfecƟons with CDC’s NHSN 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) tracks healthcare‐associated in‐

fections (HAIs) through the National Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN). More than 

5,000 healthcare facilities use NHSN, and data are being used for a facility’s internal 

infection prevention programs, state and quality improvement organiztion (QIO) 

prevention projects, public reporting of HAI rates, , and federal pay‐for‐reporting/ 

performance program. Although HAI tracking is critical to patient safety at all levels, 

reporting requirements may place substantial burden on infection preventionists in 

healthcare facilities. CDC is committed to exploring ways to streamline and simplify 

NHSN HAI surveillance. 

Saving Time: A Simpler Way to Collect Bloodstream InfecƟon Data within 

NHSN 

The purpose of the EIP HAI NHSN Denominator Simplification Project is to help
 

inform future NHSN changes that reduce the burden of data collection while
 

maintaining accuracy.
 

Specifically, this project will:
 
 Evaluate the use of a simplified, Ɵme‐saving method to accurately esƟmate cen‐

tral line days for use in calculaƟng CLABSI rates 

Data are expected to be available in 2012. 

Partners 

This project is being completed through the Emerging Infections Program, a network of 

state health departments and academic medical centers dedicated to improving surveil‐

lance, prevention, and control of emerging infectious diseases. EIP participants in the 

C. difficile project include partners from California, Colorado, Connecticut, Georgia, 

Maryland, Minnesota, New Mexico, New York, Oregon, and Tennessee. 

www.cdc.gov/hai * hƩp://blogs.cdc.gov/safehealthcare * hƩp://www.cdc.gov/hai/eip 

www.cdc.gov/hai
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