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Implementing the Global Health Security Agenda

BY THE NUMBERS 

70%
About 70% of countries remain 

unprepared to respond to an 
outbreak 

31
U.S. is commited to improving 
public health in 31 countries

over the next 5 years through the 
Global Health Security Agenda

11
11 Global Health Security Agenda 

targets to be reached by 
partner countries

Understanding the  
GLOBAL HEALTH SECURITY AGENDA
The Global Health Security Agenda (GHSA) is a 
commitment between countries to accelerate 
the International Health Regulations and address 
infectious disease threats. 

The GHSA lays out a framework of 11 targets (also 
called Action Packages) that aim to help countries:

• Prevent avoidable catastrophes through targets 
addressing antibiotic resistance, zoonotic disease, 
biosafety/biosecurity, and immunization

• Detect threats early through targets for 
strengthening laboratory and surveillance systems, 
reporting, and workforce development

• Respond rapidly and effectively through targets 
for building Emergency Operations Centers, linking 
public health and law enforcement, and improving 
medical countermeasures and personnel deployment

Cameroon’s Emergency 
Operations Center has 

shortened response times 
from 8 weeks to one week. 

“In today’s globalized world, 
an outbreak anywhere 
is a threat everywhere.” 

CDC Director Tom Frieden, MD, MPH

HOW WE DO IT
In the worldwide effort to implement the GHSA, 
CDC brings extensive experience in public health 
emergency management, disease tracking, 
surveillance systems, training, infection control, and 
laboratory systems targeting high-hazard pathogens, 
including Ebola. 

The Division of Global Health Protection leads CDC’s 
global health security efforts, working closely with 
organizations both inside and outside the U.S. to 
achieve our mission.

CDC has awarded over 50 cooperative agreements 
to organizations in 24 countries to support local and 
international GHSA and Ebola Preparedness activities. 
CDC’s public health approaches have been widely 
embraced and adopted by other nations, extending 
the global health security network and building 
toward a safer, healthier world.

For more information about the GHSA, 
visit www.ghsagenda.org
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