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Prioritizing Public Health Problems 

INTRODUCTION 
Prioritizing public health problems can be an important aspect of your job 
responsibilities when you have competing priorities.  In this lesson, you will 
learn some methods for making those prioritizations easier. 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
• Identify the key stakeholders and partners with whom to prioritize public

health problems
• Identify the criteria for prioritizing public health problems
• Reach consensus on the two highest priority NCDs on which to focus

prevention and control efforts

ESTIMATED COMPLETION TIME 
• 2 hours

REFERENCES AND RESOURCES 
● CDC, Sustainable Management Development Program (SMDP). Healthy

Plan-it™.
● CDC, Epidemiology Program Office. Translating Science into Practice:

North Dakota Cancer Case Study. 1998.
● D Vilnius and S Dandoy. A Priority Rating System for Public Health

Programs.  Public Health Rep, Sep-Oct 1990;105(5):463–470.

PARTICIPANT GUIDE |3



PRIORITIZING PUBLIC HEALTH PROBLEMS

MODULE CONTENT 

Slide Notes 

PARTICIPANT GUIDE |4 



PRIORITIZING PUBLIC HEALTH PROBLEMS

Slide Notes 

PARTICIPANT GUIDE |5



PRIORITIZING PUBLIC HEALTH PROBLEMS

Slide Notes 

PARTICIPANT GUIDE |6 



PRIORITIZING PUBLIC HEALTH PROBLEMS

Slide Notes 

PARTICIPANT GUIDE |7



PRIORITIZING PUBLIC HEALTH PROBLEMS

Slide Notes 

PARTICIPANT GUIDE |8 



PRIORITIZING PUBLIC HEALTH PROBLEMS

Slide Notes 

PARTICIPANT GUIDE |9



PRIORITIZING PUBLIC HEALTH PROBLEMS

Slide Notes 

PARTICIPANT GUIDE |10 



PRIORITIZING PUBLIC HEALTH PROBLEMS

Slide Notes 

PARTICIPANT GUIDE |11



PRIORITIZING PUBLIC HEALTH PROBLEMS

Slide Notes 

PARTICIPANT GUIDE |12 



PRIORITIZING PUBLIC HEALTH PROBLEMS

Slide Notes 

PARTICIPANT GUIDE |13



PRIORITIZING PUBLIC HEALTH PROBLEMS

Slide Notes 

PARTICIPANT GUIDE |14 



PRIORITIZING PUBLIC HEALTH PROBLEMS 
SKILL ASSESSMENT 

 
Activity 

Instructions: 
1. Work with your facilitator to identify four NCDs and risk factors of importance in 

your country and record on the worksheet on the following Slide. 

2. Use the space below to record the key stakeholders and partners to involve in 
prioritizing those health problems. 

 

3. As a group, determine three criteria to use for prioritizing and record on the 
worksheet on the following Slide. 

4. Prioritize the problems and reach consensus on the two highest priority health 
problems to focus prevention and control efforts.  (Use the worksheet on the next 
Slide to rank and prioritize each health problem.) 
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Prioritizing Health Problems Worksheet 
 

Determine criteria for each health problem. 
 
Health Problem Criteria 

1 
Criteria 

2 
Criteria 

3 
Criteria 

4 
Resulting 

Rating 
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Slide Notes 
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