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Overview of Evaluating Surveillance 
Systems 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
• Using a sample evaluation report of a noncommunicable disease (NCD)

surveillance system, identify how the components were described and
evaluated.

ESTIMATED COMPLETION TIME 
• 120 minutes (90 minutes interactive presentation; 30 minute skill

assessment)

REFERENCES AND RESOURCES 
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Updated guidelines for

evaluating public health surveillance systems: recommendations from
the guidelines working group. MMWR 2001;50(No. RR-13).

• Barbour, Kamil, PhD, Evaluation of a National Surveillance of Arthritis in
the U.S.: National Health Interview Survey.  Arthritis Epilepsy and
Quality of Life Branch, Division of Adult and Community Health,
NCCDPHP, 2010.
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SKILL ASSESSMENT 

Activity 

Instructions: 
• You will work in small groups to complete the skill assessment.

• Your group will read a report about an evaluation of a surveillance system and answer
the questions below.

• Spend no more than 30 minutes completing the assessment.

• Be prepared to share your work with the rest of the class.

Answer the following questions: 
1. What stakeholders did the evaluator include in the report?

2. Which tasks and sub-tasks under step 2 (System Description) did the evaluator
include in the evaluation report?

3. Which tasks and sub-tasks under step 2 did the evaluator omit but should have
included? Please explain.
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 (Continued on next page) 

4. How did the evaluator describe the components of the system (step 2, item h)?

5. How did the evaluator describe the system resources?

6. For step 3 (Focus the Design), which tasks did the evaluator describe? Which
tasks did the evaluator omit but should have included?

7. How did the evaluator describe

8. evaluate the following?

- usefulness: 

- simplicity: 
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- flexibility: 

- data quality: 

- acceptability: 

- sensitivity: 

- predictive value positive: 

- representativeness: 

- timeliness: 

- stability: 

9. Summarize the evaluation recommendations and lessons learned in the space 
below. 

10. How would you recommend that the evaluator ensure use of evaluation findings? 
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