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Introduction to NCD Epidemiology 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
• At the end of the training, you will be able to describe how you will use

epidemiology to address a public health problem.

ESTIMATED COMPLETION TIME 
• 2 hours, 25 minutes (110 minutes interactive presentation; 35 minutes

Skill Assessment)

REFERENCES AND RESOURCES 
• Gregg, M.B. (Ed.). 2008. Field Epidemiology (3rd ed.). New York: Oxford

University Press.
• Porta, M and Last, J.M. (Ed.). 2008. A Dictionary of Epidemiology (5th

ed.). New York: Oxford University Press.
• Office of Workforce and Career Development. 2006.  Principles of

Epidemiology in Public Health Practice (3rd ed.). Atlanta: CDC.
• McKenna et al. 1998. Current Issues and Challenges in Chronic Disease

Control. In: Chronic Disease Epidemiology and Control. Washington:
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MODULE CONTENT 

Slide Notes 
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Slide Notes 

Key Point: There are a variety of opinions 
about this definition in the field and there is 
not 100% agreement; for example, some 
would argue that HIV is a chronic condition. 
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Slide Notes 

Key Point: If you have an intervention for 
physical inactivity and tobacco use you can 
make progress on four key NCDs.  You don’t 
need to plan separate interventions for each 
NCD or each risk factor. 
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Slide Notes 
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Slide Notes 

Key Point: Think of determinants as the 
“how” and the “why.” 
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Slide Notes 

Key Point: Coordination between clinical 
practitioners and epidemiologists is critical; 
individual data or clinical data from the 
individuals needs to first be obtained from 
the clinical practitioners.  
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Slide Notes 

Key Point: Although there are only 4 steps 
in the cycle, there are many steps leading up 
to each. For example, you might test an 
intervention before you implement one. 
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Slide Notes 

Key Point: Epidemiology is used in the 
design and implementation of interventions 
by describing patterns of disease.  This 
provides information on who, where, and 
when to focus interventions. 

Key Point: A process evaluation assesses 
the operation of the project while an outcome 
evaluation assesses changes in health. 
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