
                                                                   

 

Learning from Outbreaks
 
Outbreaks provide important data on how germs (including bacteria, viruses, parasites, and chemicals and toxins) 
spread, which foods cause illness, and how to prevent people from getting sick. CDC collects data about outbreaks, 
such as what germ was the cause, what food was implicated, number of people who became ill and their 
symptoms, and date and location. 
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