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PREFACE

This report is a chronological line listing of foodborne disease outbreaks
compiled by the National Communicable Disease Center during 1966 from

various sources: state and local health departments; two agencies of

the U.S. Public Health Service, namely the Division of Environmental
Engineering and Food Protection and the Epidemic Intelligence Service; and
newspaper clippings. Only two states report routinely. There is considerable
variation in the completeness of reports with respect to information on
etiology, vehicle of transmission, and source of contamination. In over

half the outbreaks the cause was not specified. There were no reports

of viral foodborne illnesses.

The data are not representative and the quality of reports for the most
part is marginal; therefore, in our judgment, no justifiable conclusions
can be drawn about patterns of foodborne illnesses. The report emphasizes
the need to improve the quality and quantity of primary data. It is
written primarily because of the growing interest in foodborne digease
problems. Anyone desiring to quote this report should contact the Enterlc
Diseases Unit for permission and interpretation.

National Communicable Disease Center ....... David J. Sencer, M.D., Director
Epidemiology PIOSTaM .......eeeeeseesses.. Alexander D. Langmuir, M.D., Chief
Bacterial Diseases Section ............... John V, Bennett, M.D., Acting Chief

Enteric Diseases Unit .... ..cccuvvss04.. Eugene J. Gangarosa, M.D., Chief
George T. Curlin, M.D,, EIS Officer

o

Statistics Section.....evveeesseacssasnsss Ida L. Sherman, M.S., Acting Chief
Billie Gray, Statistical Clerk
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ETIOLOGY OF FOOD POISONING EPTSODES REPORTED

TO THE NCDC FROM ALL SOURCES -
FOR CALENDAR YEAR, 1966

TOTAL

108

Outbreaks Patients
Number Percent Number Percent

Bacterial 67 37.02 4067 51.09

Cl. perfringens 8 4.42 1346 16.91

Salmonella species 23 12,71 1292 16.23

Staphylococcus aureus 26 14.36 860 10.890

Botulism 4 2,21 10 0.13

Shigella species 3 1.66 76 0.95

Other 3 1.66 T 483 6.07
Chemical 2 1.10 159 2.00
Parasitiec ) 4 2.21 7 0.09
Viral 0 0
Unknown 108 59.67 3727 46,82
TOTAL 181 7960

OUTBREAKS OF FOOD POISONING REPORTED TO THE
NCDC BY STATE HEALTH DEPARTMENTS
FOR CALENDAR YEAR, 1966

California 48 Oklahowma 1
Connecticut 3 Oregon 3
Idaho 1 New Jersey 2
Illinois 5 New York 23
Indiana 1 Pennsylvania 1
Kentucky 1 South Carolina 5
Los Angeles 1 Rhode Island 1
Louisiana 1 Utah 1
Maryland 1 Washington, D.C. 1
Minnesota 3 West Virginia 1
Montana 4 Other States 0
Subtotal 69 Subtotal 39
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FOOTNOTES

Cultures only, unless otherwise noted

Toxin demonstrated

A - anorexia -

cramping, abdominal pain

dlarrhea

r-.q

fever

H - headache

N - nausea

V - vomiting

0 - other

MMIR - Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report

News - newspaper clipping o
DEEFP - Divisioﬁ of Envirohmental Engineering and Food Protectionk-

EIS - Reports from Epidemic Intelligence Service Officers

SHD - State Health Department

* Since January 1967, the National Center for Urban and Industrial Health



