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Appendix Table. Published reports for outbreaks of viral hepatitis E in sub-Saharan Africa, 2010–2020 

Region and 
country Site (pop.) Year 

No. suspected 
cases (time 

period) 

Confirmatory 
testing in select 

cases 
No. deaths* 

 References 
Upper Nile, 
South Sudan 

Maban County 
(110,000) 

2012–2013 >11,000 (Jul 
2012–Oct 2013) 

Yes, PCR and 
rapid antibody 

testing 

241 CDC (3) 

      ProMed (12) 
Garissa  County, 
Kenya 

Dadaab 
(460,000) 

2012–2013 339 (Jul–Nov 
2012) 

Yes, PCR and 
ELISA antibody 

testing 

10 Ahmed et al. (4) 

North Darfur, 
Sudan 

El Sareif 
(59,000) 

2013–2014 2,572 (Jan 
2013–Feb 2014) 

Not available 34 ProMed (13) 

South Darfur, 
Sudan 

Nyala (90,000) 2014 628 (Jan–Sep 
2014) 

Yes, testing 
modality not 

specified 

150 OCHA (5) 

      ProMed (14) 
Gambela, 
Ethiopia 

Leichuor, Kule, 
Tierkidi 

(143,000) 

2014 1,117 (Apr 
2014–Jan 2015) 

Yes, PCR and 
rapid antibody 

testing 

21 Browne et al. (1) 

      ProMed (15) 
South Sudan Bentiu, 

Mingkamen, 
Lankien 

(200,000) 

2014–2015 729 (Aug 2014–
Aug 2015) 

Yes, PCR and 
ELISA antibody 

testing 

4 WHO (6) 

      ProMed (16) 
North Darfur, 
Sudan 

Sortony (21,000) 2016 134 (May–Jul 
2016) 

Yes (testing 
modality not 

specified) 

Not reported OCHA (7) 

      ProMed (17) 
Salamat, Chad Am Timan, 

Aboudeia, 
Amsinéné, 
Mouraye, 
Foulonga 

2016–2018 1,874 (Aug 
2016–Jan 2018) 

Yes (testing 
modality not 

specified) 

23 WHO Africa 
Regional Office 

(8) 

      ProMed (18) 
Lake Chad 
Basin, Niger 

Diffa (240,000) 2017 1,917 (Jan–Sep 
2017) 

Yes (PCR and 
ELISA antibody 

testing) 

38 Lagare et al. (2) 

      ProMed (19) 
Lake Chad 
Basin, Nigeria 

Borno State (1.4 
million) 

2017–2018 1,815 (Feb 
2017–Feb 2018) 

Yes (ELISA 
antibody testing) 

8 Nigeria Centre 
for Disease 
Control (10) 

      ProMed (20) 
Namibia Windhoek, 

Khomas region† 
2017–2020 7,457 (Oct 

2017–Mar 2020) 
Yes (antibody 

testing) 
65 WHO Africa 

Regional Office 
(9) 

      ProMed (21) 
North Central 
Region, Burkina 
Faso 

Barsalogho 
District (99,000) 

2020 442 (Jul–Nov 
2020) 

Yes (PCR) 16 WHO (11) 
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 References 
      ProMed (22) 
*Totals include suspected and confirmed deaths. 
†Most cases were reported from informal settlements within the capital district Windhoek, though by April 2018 the outbreak involved other 
surrounding regions as well. The cases reported here are a summary of the entire series of outbreaks. 
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