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Disclaimer

 The findings and conclusions in this report are 
those of the authors and do not necessarily 
represent the official position of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention.
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Objectives

 Describe the Public Health Information 
Network (PHIN) 

 Describe how PHIN aligns with other federal 
health information technology initiatives

 Understand  how CDC/PHIN tools may be 
leveraged for meaningful use

 Understand how CDC programs support the 
public health meaningful use objectives  

3



Your Challenge During This Session

 Think of one way you could use this 
information in your current work
 What resource could be useful to you?

 Why is PHIN important?

 How can you make PHIN work for you?
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DESCRIBE THE PUBLIC HEALTH 
INFORMATION NETWORK (PHIN) 
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Standards

Policies

Services

Practices

Public Health Information Network (PHIN)

Vision: An integrated healthcare 
and public health system using 
information effectively to advance 
population health and well being.
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Presentation Notes
Mission: To establish and support shared policies, standards, practices, and services that facilitate efficient public health information access, exchange, use, and collaboration among public health agencies and with their clinical and other partners.
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http://www.cdc.gov/phin/library/2011/resources/Documents/PHIN_Strategic_Plan_v2_2_1.pdf

Provide leadership in the selection and implementation 
of shared policies, standards, practices, and services for 
nationwide public health information exchange

Define, advocate for, and support public health 
needs and roles in national health information 
technology and exchange initiatives

Perform key public health information exchange and 
standards management roles

PHIN Strategic Goals

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Outline the challenges:
Governance
In the future to collaborate with stakeholders to create a governance model
Information Supply and value  chain
Emphasize how it connects to clinical people

http://www.cdc.gov/phin/library/2011/resources/Documents/PHIN_Strategic_Plan_v2_2_1.pdf�


DESCRIBE HOW PHIN ALIGNS WITH 
OTHER FEDERAL HEALTH 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
INITIATIVES

8



9

Data Exchange Model (Before)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Interoperable exchange of data between public health (PHIN) and private/clinical health (NHIN).
Common adoption of directory, messaging, vocabulary and security standards.
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Data Exchange Model (After)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Interoperable exchange of data between public health (PHIN) and private/clinical health (NwHIN).
Common adoption of directory, messaging, vocabulary and security standards.

Make sure you say what NWHIN stands for if you’re not able to place it in the body of the slide like you did with PHIN-Sabrina



UNDERSTAND  HOW CDC/PHIN 
TOOLS MAY BE LEVERAGED FOR 
MEANINGFUL USE
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PHIN Support Team

Funding Initiatives

CDC/PHIN Tools and 
Resources
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Wrote out MU - Sabrina
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 Technical Assistance
 Subject matter experts support the HHS regions

 Helpdesk

 Activities
• Listservs

• Websites

• Nationwide calls

 Contact Us
 www.cdc.gov/phin

 PHINTECH@cdc.gov

 1-800-532-9929

PHIN Support Team

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Site visits for public health agencies
Phone support


http://www.cdc.gov/phin�
mailto:PHINTECH@cdc.gov�


Funding Initiatives
Epi and Lab Capacity (ELC) Cooperative Agreements
• NEDSS
• BioSense

Public Health Emergency Preparedness (PHEP) Cooperative 
Agreements

National Public Health Improvement Initiative Cooperative 
Agreement

EHR-IIS Enhanced Interoperability Cooperative Agreement
• 20 Immunization Program Grantees
• $21.4 M
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Funding to be leveraged for MU

IISSB HITECH Initiatives�EHR – IIS Enhanced Interoperability Cooperative Agreement funding for 20 CDC Immunization Program grantees --- $21.4 M

Purpose: To provide support for the enhanced interoperability of EHR with IIS with a specific focus on the exchange of vaccination records and reducing the duplicate data entry burden on providers. 
Measureable Outcomes:
Increase the number of enhanced EHR–IIS practice-based electronic interfaces available by 45%; 
Increase the number of practice-based electronic immunization transactions reported/timeframe (week, month) to the IIS by 10% and
Increase the number/proportion of practice-based immunization data received and recorded in an IIS within 30 days or less by 25%. 


IISSB HITECH Initiatives�EHR – IIS Enhanced Interoperability support contract --- $599 K
Purpose: To obtain administrative, operational and evaluation support for HITECH Act grantees to enhance EHR-IIS interoperability.
Key Activities:
Serve as the main liaison to each grantee to provide program expertise, budget guidance, financial tracking, program performance monitoring functions.   
Monitor project planning, implementation, budget, coordination, evaluation, and close out of grantee project milestones and tasks
Collect project status reports from grantees.   
Assist with report preparation and other substantive program.


IISSB HITECH Initiatives�EHR – IIS Enhanced Interoperability Expert Panel contract --- $2.2 M�Purpose: To obtain technical, operational and product support to HITECH Act grantees for the IISSB with a final project report containing references to the products, best practices, & guidance documents developed. Sustain grantee interoperability and support efforts on an ongoing basis.
Key Activities: 
Support transport layer technical assistance to stakeholders
Support HL7 2.5.1 Implementation Guide  technical assistance 
Verify IIS and EHR communication interface 
Prepare and maintain documents including design documents, operations & user manuals, data quality validations, business rules and project profiles.
Provide ongoing technical assistance. 
Bring client de-duplication and identification up to a best practice standard


IISSB HITECH Initiatives�Clinical Decision Support Expert Panel contract --- $1.97 M�Purpose: To promote vaccine registry transparency among clinicians to create the meaningful interchange and use of vaccination registries.
Key Activities:
Produce a foundation for the specification (blueprint/model) & develop specifications and.
Develop evaluation test cases and procedures.
Support a minimum of five (5) CDC-selected IIS in implementing the vaccination forecasting specification (blueprint), providing technical assistance, as needed
Conduct (2) training sessions for up to 15 individuals per session.
Document lessons learned, change management activities, and provide a final Specification document to CDC.
Provide an approach and products to provide a quick and easy update of vaccination forecasting.  



CDC/PHIN Tools and Resources for 
Messaging

Construction
• Messaging 

Guides
• PHINVADS
• RCMT

Validation
• MQF
• MSS

Transport
• PHINMS

Consumption
• MSS
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Construction: PHIN Messaging Guides

 Message mapping guides on PHIN website

 Syndromic surveillance guide

16

Presenter
Presentation Notes

PHIN Messaging guides were included in regulation for the ONC Final Rule.  Emphasize that guides are in different phases of development; there is a rigorous process for development that includes stakeholders in development.



Construction: PHIN VADS

 Common terminology reference tool for 
accessing, searching, and distributing HL7 
messaging value sets

 Promotes sharing and reusing of the value sets
 Allows access to the current, past and the future 

versions of value sets and value set collections

Vocabulary
V

Access and
A

Distribution
D

System 
S
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2004, CDC developed a web-based enterprise vocabulary system called the Public Health Information Network Vocabulary Access and Distribution System (PHIN VADS) for accessing, searching, and distributing HL7 messaging value sets used within the PHIN and NwHIN.

Currently, PHIN VADS has 592 value sets supporting 60 HL7 and CDA message implementation guides. The PHIN VADS hosts both the intrinsic and extrinsic value sets. 

RCMT is the next version of the Dwyer Tables / NND tables.  RCMT will contain the NND and jurisdictional specific mapping for the LIONC and SNOMED codes associated with the standards defined by Meaningful Use.

RCMT is being undertaken by the ELR Standards workgroup, Co-chaired by Rita Altamore, Washington Dept of Health and Dari Shirazi, APHL and supported by the CDC Vocabulary team and SME from round the nation and CDC.  
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How can you access it?

 PHIN VADS Web Browser http://phinvads.cdc.gov

 PHIN VADS Hyperlinks for Meaningful Use Stage 1 
Vocabulary:

 MU Stage 1- Immunization HL7 2.5.1 IG Vocabulary

 MU Stage 1- ELR HL7 2.5.1 IG Vocabulary

 MU Stage 1 – Value sets related to Syndromic Surveillance

 PHIN VADS Web Service – System to System exchange 
of vocabulary data

 PHIN VADS Lite – Local instance of VADS web services 
and database

 PHIN VADS Custom Downloader (using web services)

Construction: PHIN VADS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PHIN VADS web browser is the most commonly used method for browsing, searching and downloading the public health value sets. 
PHIN VADS web site – http://phinvads.cdc.gov 
Users have an option to download PHIN VADS value sets using Microsoft Excel or tab-delimited text format.  PHIN VADS web user interface is complaint with web accessibility section 508.  

PHIN VADS allows the users to bookmark the value sets, code systems, concepts, vocabulary views and groups. PHIN VADS vocabulary view bookmarks are usually included in the HL7 message implementation guide that allows the implementers to access the messaging vocabulary associated with implementation guide easily.
Browser compatibility
Internet Explorer 7 and above
FireFox version 3.0 and above
2nd bullet: Why use the term hyperlink? Shouldn’t that be links or websites? Where are the websites that should be in this bullet?-Sabrina

http://phinvads.cdc.gov/�
http://phinvads.cdc.gov/vads/ViewView.action?id=89692494-E9BA-DF11-9BDD-0015173D1785�
http://phinvads.cdc.gov/vads/ViewView.action?id=7F008CA6-33A9-DF11-9BDD-0015173D1785�
http://api.ning.com/files/rYJn7qGXy4Pa8SDhldpEIgIpHJpO5MT40iAZZVTKtzWDvl8ot1cyIjqXX7iF*W*nss1bpHGjGhonSG7DJaxUT3awFsucO6C3/SyndromicSurveillanceValueSets.doc�


Construction: RCMT

Reportable Conditions Mapping 
Table

RCMT  provides all the lab tests 
(LOINC) and results (SNOMED*) 
associated with jurisdiction 
reportable and nationally 
notifiable conditions

Facilitates filtering and routing of 
reportable lab results to various PH 
Programs

Available June 2011,  starting with 
nationally notifiable conditions
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* SNOMED =  Systematized Nomenclature 
of Medicine--Clinical Terms

Presenter
Presentation Notes
RCMT will ultimately include conditions with associated lab testing that are reportable in any jurisdiction.


RCMT is the next version of the Dwyer Tables / Sable tables.  RCMT will contain LOINC test code and SNOMED result code mappings to associated state reportable and nationally notifiable conditions.

What is it:

RCMT is a collaborative effort being undertaken by the Standards workgroup under the joint CSTE/CDC ELR Task Force, Co-chaired by Rita Altamore, CSTE and Dari Shirazi, APHL and supported by the CDC Vocabulary team, and SMEs at the CDC and across the nation.  

June 2011 deliverables
Start with NNCs
If time is available, move on to state reportable conditions that are not nationally notifiable




Validation: PHIN MQF

 Structural, vocabulary, and message validation at the 
national level

 Supports validation for Stage 1 meaningful use –
Reportable lab results and immunization registries

 Meaningful use senders can pre-test messages

 Meaningful use receivers can obtain MU-compliant test 
messages for pre-testing

 National conformance profiles available for download

Messaging
M

Quality
Q

Framework
F
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MQF is an automated testing tool that determines if messages adhere to standards defined in the messaging guides by: validating the structure of the message, validating that the messages are following the business rules defined for the message, and verifying that the vocabulary defined for the message is utilized

Publicly Hosted  
No overhead cost for users (hardware/information technology/maintenance) 
No customization /configuration necessary
No authentication necessary

In order to support Medicare and Medicaid Programs; Electronic Health Record Incentive Program; Final Rule for Meaningful Use, the MQF system has implemented message validation support for ELR, Immunization, and Syndromic Surveillance.  To meet this need, the following requirements have been included in Release 2.2.

Structural / Constraint / Vocabulary Validation are implemented for the following:�
Electronic Laboratory Reporting 
HL7 Version 2.5.1 Implementation Guide: Electronic Laboratory Reporting to Public Health (US Realm), Release 1, HL7 Informative Document, February 2010

Immunization 
Implementation Guide for Immunization Data Transactions using Version 2.3.1 of the Health Level Seven (HL7) Protocol, Version 2.2 June 2006
HL7 Version 2.5.1 Implementation Guide for Immunization Messaging Release 1.2, February 2011
 
Syndromic Surveillance 
PHIN Messaging Guide for Syndromic Surveillance, HL7 Version 2.3.1 and 2.5.1, Document version Draft, December 2010
Note:  Syndromic Surveillance is not accessible until the Syndromic Surveillance PHIN Message Guide is approved and published.
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 https://phinmqf.cdc.gov (available through any 
internet connection)

Validation: PHIN MQF

https://phinmqf.cdc.gov/�


Validation: MSS

 Structural and message validation at the local level

 Mapping of 2.3.1 to 2.5.1 

 XML profiles available for states

 Community of Practice: NEDSS Messaging User Group

 Technical assistance to states

Messaging
M

Subscription
S

Service
S
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Presentation Notes
Mapping of 2.3.1 to 2.5.1 and 2.5.1 to 2.3.1



Transport: Overview

 The EHR/meaningful use regulation contains no 
requirement as to message transport

 Public health is invested in PHIN Messaging 
Service (PHINMS)

 ONC is piloting and supporting Direct

 Options:
 PHINMS

 SFTP

 Direct

 Connect

23

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Can we use PHIN MS for EHR/MU?
Yes – where we already have PHIN MS interchanges with labs, hospitals…
But generally, No
PHIN MS requires software installation at every sender and receiver site
CDC cannot scale PHIN MS tech support to 10,000s of hospitals, physicians offices
 Small clinical organizations need something lightweight

Direct
Office of National Coordinator (ONC) initiative for  EHR/MU Phase 1
Lightweight
Supports small physician practices
Supports interaction of physicians and patients
SMTP with S/MIME
i.e. “secure email”
Secure email is built-in capability of most email systems but:
Is not usually enabled
Is non-trivial to configure, operate, manage
Direct points to use of existing standards and recommendations for securing interchanges
Direct is a set of specifications - not a solution
ONC’s model:
Communities of interest will form and work things out
The market will deliver solutions
ONC and CDC have established a target of 30 state health departments receiving clinical data for EHR/MU Stage 1 use cases via Direct by October




Some software and 
service providers for 
clinical health will 
be implementing 
Direct

CDC/ONC target for 
October 2011

Near term: Try 
to employ 

Direct Articulate business 
level needs 
analysis  tech 
requirements 
solutions

Use Standards and 
Interoperability (S&I) 
framework 
• Endorsed by ONC

Long term: 
Collaborate 

to determine 
PH Transport 

Strategy

Transport: 
What Should Public Health Do?

24

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Focused efforts and goals around CDC’s support of  meaningful use transport solutions include:
Continued support of PHIN Messaging Service (PHINMS)
Utilize widespread infrastructure already in place in the states
Offer and support targeted deployments where maximum impact can be achieved  (large hospital corporations, etc.)
Investigate and provide education and outreach around DIRECT 
Ensure states are educated on use and accessibility 
Advise and recommend on the availability of low cost solutions
Host Standards & Interoperability (S&I) process to explore long term solutions
Outcome is expected to drive long term transport solution supported by CDC
Provide ONC with public health community recommendation around transport requirements for Stage 2 
Engage HIT Coordinator Community (via ONC) to leverage the work they are doing around meaningful use transport where possible





Consumption: MSS

 Integration engine, handles messages

 Provides content and structural validation

 Routes to appropriate surveillance system

Messaging
M

Subscription
S

Service
S
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Mapping of 2.3.1 to 2.5.1 and 2.5.1 to 2.3.1



UNDERSTAND HOW CDC 
PROGRAMS SUPPORT THE PUBLIC 
HEALTH MEANINGFUL USE 
OBJECTIVES  
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National 
Electronic 

Disease 
Surveillance 

System 
(NEDSS)

Immunization 
Information 
Systems (IIS)

Syndromic 
Surveillance 

(SS)

Electronic 
Laboratory 
Reporting 

(ELR)

Programs

27
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Presentation Notes
Wrote out MU - Sabrina



What Is NEDSS?
 Broad initiative

 Promotes the use of data and information system standards to 
advance the development of efficient, integrated, and 
interoperable surveillance systems at federal, state and local levels

 Major component of PHIN

 Designed to:
 Monitor the health of the nation 

 Facilitate electronic transfer of appropriate information from 
clinical information systems to public health departments 

 Reduce provider burden in the provision of information 

 Enhance timeliness and quality of information provided

28

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The mission of NEDSS is to improve the nation’s ability to identify, monitor, and investigate diseases and conditions of public health importance, by enabling public health agencies to use information technology more effectively.  




Key Components of NEDSS

Leadership in the adoption of standards-based interoperable 
surveillance information systems that integrate epidemiologic, 
laboratory, and clinical information

Key tools for collecting, exchanging and analyzing information

Surveillance infrastructure resources to state and local health 
departments for the required personnel, training and equipment 

Meaningful use-compatible ELR infrastructure to support 
reportable disease surveillance

29
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Presentation Notes
NEDSS works by 1) providing leadership in the adoption of standards-based interoperable systems, which are critical for an efficient national strategy; 2) developing and supporting key tools for collecting, exchanging and analyzing information; 3) providing resources to state and local health departments for the required personnel, training and equipment; and 4) using electronic laboratory reporting (ELR) infrastructure to integrate public health laboratory and epidemiologic investigations.



NEDSS and Meaningful Use

 NEDSS tools that support meaningful use are:
 NEDSS Base System

 Message Subscription Service

Public Health 
Jurisdiction  Message Subscription Service (MSS)

Public Healh 
Programs  NEDSS Base System (NBS)

Validate
Route

Translate

Consume

30
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Facilitate Exchange and Consumption of Electronic Laboratory Reporting
Standards-based ELR is identified as a Public Health performance measure
NEDSS provides tools, such as Orion Rhapsody, to states to receive, process, validate, and route ELR to the appropriate surveillance system from clinical and commercial laboratories
Includes ELR from certified Electronic Health Record system 
NEDSS Messaging Solution – Provides technical assistance and training to local and state staff to enable ELR in their jurisdiction
NEDSS-Base System - An integrated electronic disease surveillance system application deployed in 16 states, which includes the capability to receive standards-based ELR. The NEDSS Base System is an example of a NEDSS compatible information system that can be used by a state health department for the surveillance of state reportable and nationally notifiable diseases. The NEDSS Base System provides a software platform upon which modules can be built to meet state and program area data needs as well as providing a secure, accurate and efficient way for collecting, processing, analyzing, and reporting data.




NEDSS Tools and Applications: 
How Can You Access Them?

 Freely available to public health jurisdictions:
 NEDSS-Base System

• Programmatic: Wayne Brathwaite (wsb2@cdc.gov or 404.498.6279)

• Technical Lead: Arun Srinivasan (fos2@cdc.gov or 678.733.4692)

 NEDSS Message Subscription Service, including request 
for technical assistance and training

• Technical Lead:  Arun Srinivasan

 NEDSS Cooperative Agreement support, please contact 
the Epidemiology and Laboratory Capacity 

 Programmatic: Alvin Shultz (fcu9@cdc.gov or 404.639.7028)

31
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What is an Immunization Information 
System?

IIS
Computerized 

information 
systems

Help ensure 
correct and timely 

immunizations

Confidential, 
population-based

Record all 
immunization 
doses given by 
participating 

providers within 
an area

Source: http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/iis/what-iis.htm

32

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Healthcare Providers use registries to: 
obtain a complete, accurate immunization history for a new or continuing patient 
produce official immunization records 
reduce paperwork 
manage vaccine inventories 
introduce new vaccines or changes in the vaccination schedule 
help interpret the complex immunization schedule 
provide coverage data for health insurance plans and other national organizations 
Communities use registries to:
identify populations at high risk for vaccine-preventable diseases 
target immunization interventions and resources efficiently 


At the point of clinical care, an IIS can provide consolidated immunization histories for use by a vaccination provider in determining appropriate client vaccinations. 
At the population level, an IIS provides aggregate data on vaccinations for use in surveillance and program operations, and in guiding public health action with the goals of improving vaccination rates and reducing vaccine-preventable disease. 





How many EHRs 
provide 
immunization 
data directly to 
an IIS through 
an electronic 
interface? 

Question 37 grantees 
reported that 
3,618 EHRs 
electronically 
report data to 
an IIS

Answer

EHR- IIS Interoperability
2009 IIS Annual Report

Source:  2009 Immunization Information System Annual Report 
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Compliance with Health Level Seven Intl. (HL7)
Messaging Standards in a grantee 

IIS-- US and six cities, 2009

No IIS or No Report (3)

Grantee Uses State IIS 
(2)

No HL7 Compliance 
(17)   33%

Partial HL7 
Compliance (4)   8%

Full HL7 Compliance 
(30)   59%

34
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Instead of “and” is that suppose to be “in”?-Sabrina

Current IIS Interoperability Status
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From International Society for Disease Surveillance – www.syndromic.org

 Syndromic Surveillance
 Public health surveillance emphasizing the use of near “real-

time” pre-diagnostic data and statistical tools to detect and 
characterize unusual activity for further public health 
investigation

 Situation Awareness - Syndromic Surveillance is not always 
about detecting the disease,  but also ‘what’s going on’ 

 Public Health Surveillance
 Ongoing, systematic collection, analysis, interpretation, and 

dissemination of data regarding a health-related event for 
use in public health action to reduce morbidity and 
mortality and to improve health

What is Syndromic Surveillance?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Syndromic surveillance is one type of public health surveillance. It is an important tool situation awareness or “what’s going on in my community.” Syndromic surveillance often emphasizes the use of near “real-time” pre-diagnostic data and statistical tools to detect and characterize unusual activity for further public health investigation. 

http://www.syndromic.org/�


CDC Support of Meaningful Use Syndromic 
Surveillance

 BioSense Program Redesign reflects approach 
to MU Syndromic Surveillance
 Collaborative user-centered design approach  with CDC and 

partners

 Technology supports surveillance, not the other way around

 Stakeholders have ownership and CDC respects jurisdictional 
boundaries

• State/Local Public Health

• CSTE, ASTHO, NACCHO, ISDS, other professional 
organizations

 Initial requirements gathering, ongoing feedback, program 
improvement 

36
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Aligned goals to support community and BioSense Redesign 



EHR Requirements for Syndromic 
Surveillance

 Developed by ISDS and 
BioSense Program

 User-centered process to 
define “what to send” to 
public health for 
meaningful use

 Includes 32 data elements 
commonly used by public 
health authorities to 
conduct syndromic 
surveillance

 Final guide published for 
public comment in Federal 
Register 

37
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The International Society for Disease Surveillance (ISDS) and CDC used a community consensus-driven process to develop the recommendation.  Input from a workgroup of local and state public health syndromic surveillance experts served as the basis for early iterations. Workgroup members represented key public health stakeholder professional organizations (e.g., CSTE), Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO), National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO), Joint Public Health Informatics Taskforce (JPHIT)). Input from all stakeholders about a provisional recommendation document was collected during an open comment period. Stakeholder input then informed, refined, and better contextualized ISDS’s final recommendation. A total of 41 stakeholders commented and the majority of commentators endorsed ISDS recommendation. They included comments from several sectors including Hospitals, Health IT Vendors, and Public Health.




Supporting State and Local Syndromic 
Surveillance Efforts

 BioSense partnering to develop community-owned 
“catcher’s mitt”
 Technical assistance to help state, local public health take 

advantage of meaningful use by helping them “catch”  
meaningful use data

 Addresses ASTHO survey finding - fewer than 25 percent of 
jurisdictions are meaningful use ready, especially for 
syndromic surveillance

 Joint CSTE, ASTHO project funded by BioSense Program
• Includes other federal partners and national providers 

 Focuses on human aspects of public health surveillance by 
using a social network approach to strengthen the 
community and encourage sharing and collaboration 

 Helps state, local public health take full advantage of 
automated data collection

38
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The community-owned environment and “catcher’s mitt” for state, local public health will provide state and local public health authorities a resource to handle the tsunami of data they could receive through meaningful use. Through a community-owned environment state, local public health authorities will have control over their data and gain access to data delivery tools and storage and processing capacity of high volume of new data to address meaningful use readiness as well as tools for data analyses and reports and the ability to easily collaborate with neighboring jurisdictions and partners for disease outbreak or other response.  



What is ELR? 
Reportable/Notifiable Conditions

State statutes vary: 

• List of reportable/ 
notifiable conditions 

• Time line for required 
reporting

• Fax/phone/mail/electro
nic/structured

39

Public 
Health 
Agency

Clinical 
Labs

Health 
Care 

Provider

Public 
Health 
Labs

Hospital 
Labs

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Reportable/Notifiable Conditions can flow into public health from all these sources
 Clinic Labs
Hospitals
PH Labs
Healthcare Providers

Next Slide



What is ELR for Meaningful Use? 

Submission of electronic 
data on reportable lab 
results to PH agencies or 
meaningful use 
reportable lab results Public 

Health 
Agency

Clinical 
Labs

Health 
Care 

Provider

Public 
Health 
Labs

Hospital 
Labs
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I don’t understand the quotation marks and only part of it being bolded-Sabrina

ELR in context of Meaningful Use only refers to reportable lab results coming from Hospitals to PH Agencies.



How is CDC Supporting ELR?

 CSTE/CDC ELR Taskforce
 In close partnership with APHL

 HITECH funding
 Laboratory Technical Implementation Assistance for 

Public Health
• 10 states being supported by APHL

 Standard and Reusable Solutions for Hospital 
Laboratory Submission of Reportable Lab Results to 
Public Health

• 500 hospital laboratories to connect with public health 
agencies so they can meet meaningful use requirements 
through Surescripts award
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CSTE/CDC ELR Task Force was formed to promote ELR adoption with the vision that all labs (public and private) conducting clinical testing identify laboratory results that indicate a potential reportable condition for one of the jurisdictions they  serve, format the information in a standard manner, and transmit appropriate messages to the responsible jurisdiction; all jurisdictions can and do receive and utilize the data.  It includes 5 workgroups:
    Meaningful Use for ELR
    Standards 
    LIS Vendors and Large Labs
    Legal Considerations
    Resource & Capacity

Partnership includes CDC, CSTE and APHL.


HITECH funding also supports activities to advance electronic submission of reportable lab results to public health.  

The first activity supports 10 states to enable electronic lab reporting from their public health labs to the public health disease surveillance systems.  This also supports public health lab reports to EHRs and in some cases, the electronic order of public health lab tests from an EHR and return of those results to the EHR.

The technical assistance award allows for short term help in states – for example, instead of hiring a vocabulary specialist to do mapping of local codes to standard codes a state can get this type of help from this group.



CDC Websites

 CDC PHIN Website:  www.cdc.gov/phin

 CDC Meaningful Use:  www.cdc.gov/ehrmeaningfuluse

 PHIN VADS:  http://phinvads.cdc.gov

 PHIN MQF:   https://phinmqf.cdc.gov

 NEDSS site:  www.cdc.gov/nedss/

 IIS site: www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/iis

 ISDS site: http://syndromic.org/projects/meaningful-
use 

 BioSense Program Redesign: 
http://biosenseredesign.org
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Your Challenge During This Session

 Think of one way you could use this 
information in your current work
 What resource could be useful to you?

 Why is PHIN important?

 How can you make PHIN work for you?

 Jot down your thoughts
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