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QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION
HOW TO SUBMIT OR ASK 
QUESTIONS IN READY TALK FOR 
THE PANEL MEMBERS?
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Submit or Ask Questions
Submit your text question and comments 
using the Question Panel 

Please raise your hand to be unmuted 
for verbal questions. 



Interoperability Standards Advisory (ISA) Review and Comment Process
A presentation for the Public Health Community

Daniel Chaput
Office of Technology, ONC
August 29, 2016



Session Objectives

• To understand the purpose of the ISA

• To understand how the ISA relates to rule making

• To understand why there is a comment period, and why comment can be 
accepted any time
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What is the ISA?

• A single, public list of the standards and implementation specifications that can best 
be used to address specific interoperability needs. 

• Reflects the results of ongoing dialogue, debate, and consensus among industry 
stakeholders. 

• Documents known limitations, preconditions, and dependencies as well as other 
helpful information.

• Serves as an informational resource, is non-binding and does not create or confer any 
rights or obligations for or on any person or entity. 
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Who uses the ISA and how? 

• Stakeholders who administer government and non-governmental procurements, 
testing, certification or grant programs to look first to the ISA to meet their 
interoperability needs.  

• Developers of health IT to look first to the ISA for available and appropriate 
standards/implementers specifications to support interoperability efforts. 

• Implementers and users of health IT products to ensure purchased products include 
standards that support their specific interoperability needs

• The ISA and their associated informative characteristics are also available to help 
more fully inform policy and implementation efforts, including limitations, 
dependencies or preconditions for use. 
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Ongoing Process

• The web-based version of the ISA can be updated throughout the year, 
as new comments from stakeholders come in or as changes occur

• AS call for review and comments occurs in late Summer timeframe

• ONC publishes a static “Reference Edition” of the ISA (PDF) each 
December.

» This static version can be referenced in contracts, agreements, or as 
otherwise needed with certainty that the information will not change. 
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https://www.healthit.gov/isa/
https://www.healthit.gov/isa/sites/default/files/2018%20ISA%20Reference%20Edition.pdf


Annual review & preparation of the reference edition

• The 2019 annual comment and review period is now open. Please review 
the ISA site and provide feedback by no later than September 23rd at 
11:59pm ET for consideration.

• Comment at: https://www.healthit.gov/isa/
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https://www.healthit.gov/isa/


Optimizing the ISA process for public health

• Keep it actionable

• Avoid comments on the details within any standard

» These belong back in the standard development processes

• General comments

» The more detail the better!

• Avoid the general “we like all this stuff” comment

» We appreciate your support, but for the ISA this is not actionable. Remember 
this is not rule making.
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High Level ISA Structure (1)

• Introduction
• Section I: Vocabulary/Code Set/Terminology Standards and Implementation 

Specifications
• Section II: Content/Structure Standards and Implementation Specifications
• Section III: Standards and Implementation Specifications for 

Services/Transport/Exchange 
• Section IV: Administrative Standards and Implementation Specifications 
• Under each section, there may be additional subsections/categories
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High Level ISA Structure – Appendices (2)

• Sources for Security Standards/Security Patterns, Models and 
Profiles

• Educational/Informational Resources
• State and Local Public Health Readiness for Interoperability
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Where do I find public health related information?
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Section IV



ISA Content

• Characteristics and other helpful information for each standard and implementation 
specification listed for each interoperability need

» Standards Process Maturity 

» Implementation Maturity 

» Adoption Level 

» Federally Required

» Cost 

» Test Tools 

» Limitations, Dependencies, Preconditions and Other Qualifying Information

» Applicable Value Set(s) and Starter Set(s) and Security Patterns

• Appendixes for “Sources for Privacy and Security Standards” and Educational / 
Informational Resources
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ISA Content (continued)
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• Standards Process Maturity: Final, Balloted Draft, In Development

• Implementation Maturity: Production, Pilot

• Adoption level: Blended index, an approximation

• Federally required: Yes/no – a broad definition, not limited to CMS incentive 
programs (e.g. “meaningful use”)

• Details can be found at: https://www.healthit.gov/isa/#isa_structure

https://www.healthit.gov/isa/#isa_structure


ISA Content (continued)
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ISA Content (continued)
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Adoption Level

• A subjective measure that considers many factors: whether and/or how 
long a standard or implementation specification has been included in 
regulation for health IT certification; feedback from subject matter experts; 
and public comments. 
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Next steps - commenting

• Think about

» What is missing?

» What needs to be updated?

» What is extraneous?

» Can we find a uniform way to present?

• How shall public health comment 

» Collaborate on a consensus response using a process to be determined

» Respond as associations

» Respond as individuals

• Comment here in chat, Task Force for Promoting PH interoperability
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A quick look at the ISA

• A bit of a live demo!
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Questions

• Dialogue and answers
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@ONC_HealthIT @HHSONC

Find the ISA at:
https://www.healthit.gov/ISA 

daniel.chaput@hhs.gov
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