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The number of new 
antibiotics developed 

and approved has 
steadily decreased in 

the past three decades, 
leaving fewer options to 
treat resistant bacteria.

Number of Antibacterial New Drug Application (NDA)  
Approvals vs. Year Intervals*

*Intervals from 1980–2009 are 5-year intervals; 2010–2012 is a 3-year interval. Drugs are limited to systemic agents.
Data courtesy of FDA’ s Center for Drug Evaluation and Research (CDER).




