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PROGRAM DESCRIPTION: Providers in the emergency department are at the forefront 
of the opioid overdose epidemic. Emergency departments saw a 30% increase in opioid 
overdose from July 2016 to September 2017. Just three days of opioid treatment can 
increase the likelihood of long-term opioid use. This may lead to dependence and 
Opioid Use Disorder (OUD). There is a need to educate healthcare providers in the 
emergency department on the risks of opioid treatment. There is also a need for 
healthcare providers in the emergency department to recognize the signs of opioid 
dependence and Opioid Use Disorder (OUD) in order to decrease the dependence of 
opioids. 
 
This training will address the over prescription of opioid medication in the emergency 
department by providing strategies for reducing opioid administration and prescribing, 
as well as provide strategies to recognize signs of opioid use disorder. This training will 
also explain the benefits of using non-opioid medications to treat Opioid Use Disorder 
(OUD) in the emergency department (ED).  
 
OBJECTIVES: 
 

At the conclusion of the session, the participant will be able to: 
 
1. Select strategies for reducing opioid administration and prescribing in the emergency 
department (ED) 
2. Recognize signs of Opioid Use Disorder (OUD) 
3. Explain the benefits of administering buprenorphine-based Medication Assisted 
Treatment (MAT)/ Medications for Opioid Use Disorder (MOUD) within the ED  
4. Identify approached for improving patient outcomes, including interprofessional 
collaboration and coordination 
 
 
FACULTY/ CREDENTIALS:              
 
Loretta Jackson Brown, PhD, RN, Senior Health Communication Specialist, Division of 
Unintentional Injury Prevention, National Center for Injury Prevention and Control 
(NCIPC), Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Office of 
Noncommunicable Diseases, Injury, and Environmental Health (ONDIEH).   
 



 
 

Christina A. Mikosz, MD, MPH, Medical Officer, Division of Unintentional Injury 
Prevention, National Center for Injury Prevention and Control (NCIPC), Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC), Office of Noncommunicable Diseases, Injury and 
Environmental Health (ONDIEH) 
 
ORIGINATION DATE: 12/01/2020 
EXPIRATION DATE:        12/01/2022 
 
URL:         https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/training/emergency-department/                   
   
 
HARDWARE/SOFTWARE:                       Computer Hardware; Internet connection;  
         Browser 
 
MATERIALS:                                              None 
  
TARGET AUDIENCE:                        Physicians, Registered Nurses, Other 
healthcare professionals,  
 
PREREQUISITES:                                      None 
 
FORMAT:                                                   This is a web-based training. 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION: Division of Unintentional Injury Prevention, NCIPC, CDC, 
800-CDC-INFO (800-232-4636) 
 
ACCREDITATION STATEMENTS: 
 

 

In support of improving patient care, The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention is jointly accredited by the Accreditation 
Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), the 
Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE), and the 
American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC), to provide 
continuing education for the healthcare team. 

 
CME:  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention designates this enduring 
activity for a maximum of 1 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. Physicians should claim 
only the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity. 
 
CNE:  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention designates this activity for 1 
nursing contact hours. 

https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/training/emergency-department/


 
 

CEU:  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is authorized by IACET to offer 
0.1 CEU's for this program. 
 
DISCLOSURE: In compliance with continuing education requirements, all presenters 
must disclose any financial or other associations with the manufacturers of commercial 
products, suppliers of commercial services, or commercial supporters as well as any 
use of unlabeled product(s) or product(s) under investigational use.  
 
CDC, our planners, content experts, and their spouses/partners wish to disclose they 
have no financial interests or other relationships with the manufacturers of commercial 
products, suppliers of commercial services, or commercial supporters. Planners have 
reviewed content to ensure there is no bias.  
 
Content will not include any discussion of the unlabeled use of a product or a product 
under investigational use. 
 
CDC did not accept commercial support for this activity. 

 
Instructions for Obtaining Continuing Education (CE) 
 
In order to receive continuing education (CE) WB4431- Addressing the Opioid 
Overdose Epidemic in the Emergency Department visit TCEO and follow these 9 
Simple Steps before 12/01/2022 
 
Complete the activity 
Complete the Evaluation at  www.cdc.gov/GetCE  
Pass the posttest at 80% at www.cdc.gov/GetCE   
 
 
FEES: No fees are charged for CDC’s CE activities. 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/getCE
https://tceols.cdc.gov/Home/Steps
https://tceols.cdc.gov/Home/Steps
http://www.cdc.gov/GetCE
http://www.cdc.gov/GetCE
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