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NM Naloxone Legislation, 2016 



Naloxone History

 First state syringe exchange based naloxone 

program established in law in 2001

 Good Samaritan Law 2007

 Medicaid reimbursement 2013

 Pharmacist prescribing 2014

 Considered legislation late 2014-early 2015 but 

decided to pursue regulation change

 October 2015 in meeting with Board of Pharmacy 

and Board of Medicine agreed to pursue legislation

 Legislation introduced - 30d session January 2016  



Medicaid Claims for Naloxone from 

Outpatient Pharmacies, NM, 2013 - 2015

Source: NM HSD Medicaid Claims; NM PMP
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2016 Naloxone Legislation

 Standing order provision – any licensed prescriber

 Do not need to register with Department of Health (DOH)

 “A licensed prescriber may directly or by standing order 

prescribe, dispense or distribute an opioid antagonist to:” 

• Persons at risk of experiencing or witnessing an opioid OD, a first 

responder or staff of overdose prevention and education programs      

 Storage provision - moves naloxone storage 

regulation from Board of Pharmacy to DOH

 Further establishes Overdose Prevention and 

Education Programs registered with DOH

 they can then get naloxone from DOH free of charge  



Naloxone Legislation Implementation 

 Because of emergency clause, law went into effect 

once signed March 4

 Statewide pharmacist and law enforcement standing 

orders implemented

 Working with pharmacy chains and law enforcement to 

implement

 Statewide school and overdose prevention and 

education program standing orders pending

 Working on 3rd party reimbursement for potential 

witnesses of overdose  



Naloxone Legislation Evaluation

 Quantitative data - Pre and post

 Number of pharmacies dispensing

 Medicaid doses reimbursed

 Law enforcement doses distributed

 Opioid overdose deaths

 Reversals 

 Qualitative data 

 Ease of access from stakeholder interviews

 Simplicity of system – pre and post 



PDMP Mandatory Use Legislation, 2016



NM PMP History

 Implemented in 2006 at Board of Pharmacy

 Initial data access for DOH through research request and IRB

 PMP mandatory use legislation failed in 2012

 regulation change gave DOH access in 2012

 Pain relief act revised in 2012 to require all 7 

licensing boards to have pain management rules

 All boards have some sort of PMP mandate by 2013

• Established patient and 10 day exceptions common

 Also created Governor’s Advisory Council

 Data required from dispensers within 24 hours

 OD death rate decreased in 2012 and 2013 but 

increased in 2014       



Percent of Patients with No PMP Review by Opioid Use 

Category, NM, 2014
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NM Overdose Deaths Involving Short (<=10 

days) Prescriptions, 2007-2014
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PMP Legislation

 Governor’s Advisory Council recommended PMP 

check for any opioid Rx December 2015

 Floated idea with several licensing boards – criticism

 Introduced legislation January 2016 requiring PMP 

check for initial and every 3 months opioid Rx

 After first hearing, several exception amendments

 Up to 4 day supply, hospice care, nursing home

 Piggybacked on popular naloxone legislation

 Sponsor was Chair of Senate Judiciary Committee

 A number of medical profession bills in that committee  



PMP Legislation Implementation

 All 7 boards must revise rules by January 2017

 Advisory Council recommended a joint process 

where common language developed for all boards

 At second meeting last week common language 

includes initial and every 3 month check for any 

controlled substance

 And main CDC opioid prescribing guideline points

 At May meeting common language will be finalized 

and boards will work on own rules  



PMP Legislation Evaluation

 Quantitative data – pre and post

 PMP checks

 Absent PMP checks when required by rule

 Overlapping opioid Rxs

 Overlapping opioid and benzodiazepine Rxs

 High dose

 Multiple prescriber/pharmacy

 M (morphine) ME and V (valium) ME

 Drug overdose deaths

 Qualitative data

 Key informant interviews on ease of PMP use and opioid access  



Conclusions 

 Governor’s Advisory Council essential for moving 

policy forward in NM

 Multiple overdose prevention bills may assure that 

something passes

 PMP bill probably would not have passed without naloxone bill 

 Starting with strongest language might be best

 Compromising later helped PMP bill

 Overdose prevention community support essential

 Abuse deterrent opioid bill failed this session

 Policy evaluation has been an afterthought 



Recommendations

 Have a statewide overdose prevention policy group

 If major issues with naloxone access exist, consider 

naloxone standing order legislation or equivalent

 Any PMP mandate legislation may be helpful if 

subsequent board rules are required and a minimum 

standard for checks is set

 The overdose death epidemic is evolving and policy 

must constantly evolve too

 Begin planning for policy evaluation as early as 

possible 
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