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Why New Policy?



KIPRC’s PfS Policy Evaluation

 House Bill 1 (2012) – omnibus legislation to address 

prescription drug diversion and overdose

 Pill mills restrictions

 Mandatory registration for PDMP

 Regulations on mandatory KASPER queries and controlled 

substance prescribing by clinical profession:  physicians, 

advanced practice nurse practitioners, and dentists

 Mandatory controlled substance testing by coroners and medical 

examiners of decedents unless another cause of death is clearly 

established



Decedent Controlled Substances Testing Law

Kentucky Revised Statutes § 72.026.
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HAS THE LAW BEEN 
EFFECTIVE?

 Increase toxicology testing

 Increase listing of specific drugs 

on death certificates for overdose 

fatalities



Increased Listing of Drugs on Death 
Certificates



Increased drug specificity through coroner 

- ordered toxicology

Produced by the Kentucky Injury Prevention and Research Center, March 2016. Kentucky Death Certificates Files, Frankfort, 

KY [2010-2014]. Kentucky Department for Public Health, Cabinet for Health and Family Services

Proportion of coroner certified deaths with toxicology, for which at least one specific drug was coded (T36
-

T50.8)
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