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Spatial Joins 

Executing a spatial join can be accomplished two ways, and the choice of 

which method to use depends on how you want the join performed and 

what output you want as a result.  

Method 1: Use the ‘Join by spatial location’ option by right clicking the lay-

er in the Table of Contents and choosing ‘join’.  

 Pros: You can choose what type of attribute summary statistics you 

want  in the output. 

 Cons: You cannot control the method that is used to join the data.  
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Method 2: Use the ‘Spatial Join’  tool in the Analysis toolbox.  

 Pros: This method allows you to dictate the method that ArcMap uses 

to join the layers together. 

 Cons: There is no option for specifying summary statistics in the out-

put.  
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