DP 15-1504: Partner Support for Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention (FAQs)
1. What is the purpose of Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) DP15-1504?

This funding opportunity announcement will provide funds for a national organization to accomplish the following key strategies/or components:
A. Component 1: Accelerate the spread and reach of evidence-based cardiovascular disease prevention strategies through the dissemination and promotion of key tools and resources through partner networks;
B. Component 2: Convene partners and provide opportunities for the sharing of best practices and evidence-based cardiovascular disease prevention approaches at the state/local level; 
C. Component 3: Build support for further implementation of strategies that address cardiovascular disease outcomes and related disparities through the promotion of program and partner successes;
D. Component 4: Communicate consistent cardiovascular health information and messages via partner networks and existing communication channels, with a focus on messaging highlighting the preventability of heart attack and stroke;
E. Component 5: Increase capacity of partner networks and local affiliates to promote the use of evidence-based and practice-based cardiovascular disease prevention strategies and approaches.

2. How does DP15-1504 differ from the previous partner support cooperative agreement DP12-1213?

The current FOA, DP12-1213, started as a mechanism to assist DHDSP in establishing Million Hearts® partnerships and providing needed technical assistance and support in this process.  It has evolved into a greater focus on recognizing the efforts of states/locals in their support of Million Hearts® (i.e., success stories) and ensuring the dissemination of consistent Million Hearts® messaging to the networks of the grantee (AHA), and their sub-grantees (NACCHO, NF, NACDD, and ASTHO).   

The new FOA, DP15-1504, differs in that it focuses more on: 
· Packaging and promoting specific CDC tools and resources, 
· Learning from grantee insights into trends in CVD prevention and treatment, 
· Utilizing affiliates at the state/local level to create key linkages and highlight successes,
· Establishing greater opportunities for peer learning and sharing of best practices, and,  
· Sustaining the momentum of Million Hearts® by helping maintain key partnerships and effectively communicating the impact of Million Hearts® (i.e., highlighting successes and lessons learned from the initiative).

3. Who is eligible for funding through DP15-1504?

There is full and open competition for DP15-1504.  Eligible applicants that can apply for this funding opportunity are listed below and on page 13 of the FOA: 

	
Government Organizations, including:
	
Non-government Organizations, including: 


	· State governments (includes the District of Columbia)
· Local governments or their bona fide agents*
· Territorial governments or their bona fide agents* in the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianna Islands, American Samoa, Guam, the Federated States of Micronesia, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, and the Republic of Palau  
· State controlled institutions of higher education
· American Indian or Alaska Native tribal governments (federally recognized or state-recognized)
· Public Housing Authorities/Indian Housing Authorities
	· American Indian or Alaska native tribally designated organizations
· Nonprofit with 501C3 IRS status (other than institution of higher education)
· Nonprofit without 501C3 IRS status (other than institution of higher education)
· Private colleges and universities
· Community-based organizations
· Faith-based organizations
· For-profit organizations (other than small business)
· Small businesses




*A Bona Fide Agent is an agency/organization identified by the state as eligible to submit an application under the state eligibility      in lieu of a state application.  If applying as a bona fide agent of a state or local government, a legal, binding agreement from the state or local government as documentation of the status is required.  Attach with “Other Attachment Forms” when submitting via www.grants.gov.   


4. What happens if I am not able to submit my application by the deadline?

In accordance with the Funding Opportunity Announcement, DP15-1504: Partner Support for Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention, all documents must be submitted through grants.gov by the established deadline of May 11th, 2015 at 11:59pm ET.  Your organization's application and supporting documents will not be entered into the review process if your submission is not received by the deadline, as published in the FOA.  

The FOA was published on March 13th, 2015, which allows approximately 8 weeks for the applicants to respond.  The FOA encourages all applicants to review files carefully and submit early to alleviate or identify any problems. We CDC has the responsibility of maintaining integrity in the application process and ensuring applicants are treated in a fair and equitable manner. 

5. What happens if there are any modifications to the content or submission dates for the Funding Opportunity Announcement?

Any changes or modifications to the initial Funding Opportunity Announcement will be posted on www.grants.gov.   Please visit the website regularly for any updates.

6. How many organizations will be funded through DP 15-1504?
CDC plans to make one award through this announcement.
7. Will technical assistance be available regarding the FOA and the process to submit an application?
A technical assistance conference call took place March 25, 2015 at 2:00 PM U.S. Eastern Time.  At this time, the Division for Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention (DHDSP) reviewed the FOA in detail for participants. Potential applicants may continue to ask questions of the Procurements and Grants Office (PGO) and DHDSP by submitting questions to sij9@cdc.gov.  Questions and Answers will be posted on the website at http://www.cdc.gov/dhdsp/partner_support_foa_dp15-1504.htm. Technical assistance regarding electronic submissions will be provided by www.grants.gov staff as needed.

8. If I missed the FOA conference call on March 25, 2015. Is there a way for me to access the recordings for these calls?
No.  This call was not recorded.  Questions and Answers from the call will be posted on the website at http://www.cdc.gov/dhdsp/partner_support_foa_dp15-1504.htm
9. Is cost sharing or matching required?
Cost sharing or matching funds are not required for this program. Although there is no statutory match requirement for this FOA, leveraging other resources and related ongoing efforts to promote sustainability is strongly encouraged.
10. How will applications be reviewed?

As indicated on page 17 of the FOA, all eligible applications will be initially reviewed for completeness by CDC’s Procurement and Grants Office (PGO) staff. In addition, eligible applicants will be jointly reviewed for responsiveness by CDC’s National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion and PGO.  Incomplete applications and applications that are non-responsive to the eligibility criteria will not advance to the next phase of the review. Applicants will be notified that the application did not meet eligibility and/or published submission requirements.  An objective review panel will evaluate complete and responsive applications according to the criteria listed in the criteria section of the FOA. Applicants will be funded in order by rank as determined by the panel. CDC will notify applicants that are approved but unfunded and unapproved applicants during the same period when funded applicants are notified. Letters are sent to applicants by PGO. Approved but unfunded applications remain valid for one year and may be funded if additional funds become available. 

11. What is the anticipated project period for the DP 15-1504: Partner Support for Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention FOA?
The project period for DP 15-1504 is September 1, 2015--August 31, 2020.
The budget period is September 1st-August 31st for each year funding is received.

12. What is the anticipated start date for DP15-1504? 

September 1st, 2015

13. How much funding will be awarded through DP15-1504?

· Approximately $500,000/per year over  five years
· Approximately $2,500,000 over the total project period (September 1st  2015--August 31, 2020)

14. In the FOA it indicates that an organization should have national reach.  How does this relate to the list of eligible applicants?

Please refer to page 13 of the FOA which provides a list of eligible applicants.  In addition to the eligibility requirements, applicants must be able to demonstrate evidence of a proven history of national reach, as specified in the section-- organizational capacity needed to implement the approach, on page 11 and 15 of the FOA.    Specifically, applicants must demonstrate their capacity to disseminate cardiovascular disease resources and information on a national level.  This includes demonstrating evidence of having active network members, affiliates, or chapters in at least 25 U.S. states and territories.   

Please note that the awardee must perform a substantial role in carrying out project objectives and not merely serve as a conduit for an award to another party who is ineligible. 

15. Does a final evaluation plan have to be submitted with the application?
An initial evaluation and performance measurement plan must be submitted as part of the application.  CDC will provide feedback and technical assistance to the awardee to finalize the plan post award.  The final plan is due 6 months into the award as indicated on page 19 of the FOA.  
16. What are the reporting requirements for the FOA?
Please refer to page 18 of the FOA for information about required reporting.  The final awardee evaluation and performance measurement plan is due 6 months into the award. And the annual performance report (APR) is due 120 days before the end of the budget period, and this serves as the yearly continuation application.  
17. As part of this program, would an awardee be able to modify or adapt Million Hearts® or other CVD related strategies and promote them through their dissemination efforts?  

CDC is the co-lead for the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Million Hearts® initiative along with the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS).  With limited time left in the initiative, we are committed to continuing to promote the strategies we know to be most effective at addressing cardiovascular disease outcomes and related risk factors.   We recognize that there may be opportunities in the future to consider additional strategies and approaches based on evolving trends and evidence in the field, and we look forward to exploring those as we move forward.    
18. In the FOA, it mentions that one of the activities the awardee(s) will be required to do is promote CDC’s Hypertension Control Change Package.   What is the Hypertension Control Change Package, and will there be opportunities to promote additional resources that have not been developed by CDC?

As part of this FOA, awardees are expected to promote and disseminate key tools and resources highlighting evidence-base strategies in cardiovascular disease prevention.  This includes resources developed by CDC as well as evidence-based tools developed by other entities.  During the course of the project period, the awardee and CDC will work together to determine the most appropriate resources to promote through a variety of dissemination channels.
The Hypertension Control Change Package is one resource that CDC will be releasing in 2015 to guide providers and other relevant agencies in their efforts to control high blood pressure. The Hypertension Control Change Package is a quality improvement resource for clinicians, practices, and health systems to systematically improve care for their patients with hypertension. The guide will provide examples of tools that have worked in a variety of clinical settings that may be adopted by or adapted to individual practices or health systems. In the first year of funding, the awardee will work with CDC to determine the best approach for promoting and disseminating this resource to key partners.  
19. Who should I contact if I have questions about the application process or need assistance obtaining required application materials for the FOA? 

There are detailed instructions about the application process in the FOA starting on page 14.   If you have questions about how to access the application package or other materials, please contact the CDC Procurement and Grants office at 770-488-2700 or by email at PGOTIM@cdc.gov.  
20. Is DP15-1504 considered a multicomponent FOA and subject to the 25 page limit?

DP 15-1504 is not considered a multicomponent FOA.  Multi-component FOAs are those in which applicants can choose to apply to one or more components of an FOA. However, all five components or strategies in this FOA must be completed by the awardee.  Therefore, the page limit is 20 pages for the application.   

21. Can an organization apply for funding through this FOA as a primary applicant and also be listed as a potential sub-grantee on another application for this FOA?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Yes, an organization can be a primary applicant for funding through this FOA and also be listed as a potential sub-grantee on another application.
