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CDC Health Information Innovation Consortium (CHIIC) 
August Forum Meeting Notes 

 
Chamblee 106, 1A + Adobe Connect + Phone Bridge 

August 1, 2017, 10:00-11:00AM 
 

Meeting Agenda  
 

1. Introduction – Brian Lee – 10 minutes 

 
2. Innovative Surveillance and Assessment Techniques using Social Media to Inform STD 
and HIV Prevention Action by Karen Kroeger and Matthew Hogben, National Center for 
HIV/AIDS, viral Hepatitis, STD, and TB Prevention(NCHHSTP) – 15 minutes– Full Project 
Description  
 

Evaluating Reddit, an on-line social media community, as a novel, untapped data source to 
monitor attitudes and behaviors among men who have sex with men (MSM) related to uptake 
and use of PrEP (pre-exposure prophylaxis for HIV) and PrEP use in the context of STD 
prevention. The project, which is a collaboration between NCHHSTP, and Epidemico, involves: 

• Exploration of Reddit posts based on a typology of relevant search terms to gain insight 
into aspects of PrEP uptake and use (e.g. stigma, provider communication, side effects, 
specific STDs) 

• A dashboard to facilitate visualization of mentions of PrEP and STIs in terms of timing, 
volume, distribution across digital spaces, and relationships among topics.  
 

 
3. Bioinformatic Reconstruction of the 2015 HIV Outbreak in Indiana by Ellsworth 
Campbell, NCHHSTP – 25 minutes  

4. The Microbial Transmission Network Analytic Platform (MTNAP) is the result of an 
AMD- funded project that leverages computational tools to simplify the integration, analysis, 
and visualization of disparate data by public health experts with little-to-no programming 
expertise. Through the use of simple web browser interfaces, MTNAP enables laboratorians 
and epidemiologists to readily implement cutting-edge machine learning algorithms with a 
few clicks.  

 
5. Discussion & Suggestions – 10 minutes 

 
Attendees  
 

https://www.cdc.gov/ophss/chiic/forums/2017-08-01_index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ophss/chiic/projects/2016/awarded/innovative-surveillance-and-assessment-techniques.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ophss/chiic/projects/2016/awarded/innovative-surveillance-and-assessment-techniques.html


2 
 

The meeting was well attended – a total of ninety-nine people attended; in person (16) via 
webinar (81). Attendance included people from CDC centers, organizations, and 
government entities: CSELS, OPHSS, NCCDPHP, NCIRD, NCHS, CGH, ATSDR, 
Georgia Tech, NCHHSTP, NCEZID, OSH, OCOO, CACI, Emory University Morehouse 
College, Columbia University, and HHS. Other participants used the phone bridge, but 
only their name was captured and not their location or organization. 
 
Minutes 
 
Introduction – Brian Lee   

Brian started by introducing the first presenter, Dr. Kroeger  who presented on Innovative 
Surveillance and Assessment Techniques using Social Media to Inform STD and HIV Prevention 
Action.  He also reminded the participants that were signed in through the webinar, to put a note 
into chat stating what organization they were from to increase collaboration across public health 
boundaries. He also presented Ellsworth Campbell.  Brian thanked Briana Hill, Randy Mitchell 
and Bob Sheppard for their supportive efforts with the CHIIC forum.  

 

Presentation 1 – Innovative Surveillance and Assessment Techniques using Social Media 
to Inform STD and HIV Prevention Action – Karen Kroeger    

Speaker bio: Karen Kroeger, PhD is a Research Anthropologist in the Social and Behavioral 
Research and Evaluation Branch of the Division of STD Prevention. She conducted ethnographic 
fieldwork in Indonesia among female sex workers and received her PhD in 2000 from 
Washington University in St. Louis. She began her career at CDC in 2001 as a postdoctoral 
fellow in STD prevention, and from 2004-2009, she was a Behavioral Scientist CDC’s Global 
AIDS program. She has conducted qualitative research, rapid ethnographic assessment, and 
evaluation among vulnerable populations of female sex workers, men who have sex with men, 
and persons who use drugs in the US and abroad.  
 
Presentation 1 Q&A 
 
[Linda Roesch] The term PrEp can be used in different context, how did you scan out the 
program PrEp vs. the verb prep.  
 
[Karen] That’s a good question, let me look at our search terms. We worked really close with 
Epidemico on that in terms of how the basket of search terms were formulated. My guess is that 
they spread the net widely and scooped up anything that said prep. I used capital P, small R, 
capital E, small P and that got 2400 mentions. I need to go back and look to see if those are the 
exact sequence or whether they are prep as in prepared. 
 
 

https://wwwdev.cdc.gov/ophss/chiic/forums/2017-08-01-Innovative-Surveillance-and-Assessment-Techniques-using-Social-Media.pdf
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[Peter Hicks] Karen, how did you identify the individual Reddits forms to gather info 
especially given since Reddick is not known for being the hospitable environment on the 
internet?  
 
[Karen] We worked with Epidemico who is the contractor for this. There were a number of sub 
Reddits that were identified early on that would be possible sub Reddits to use for this particular 
analysis and we eliminated some of those after we did an initial scan of what the post might be 
like. Gayrose and a prepared sub Reddit that is focused on PrEp which surprisingly has fewer 
post than some of the other sub Reddits we used. How the scan of Reddit more broadly was 
done, I’m not sure I know the answer to that.  
 
[Matthew] It was similar to selecting your population. If you were doing this with people, you 
would have your participants recruited and so on and so forth. It wouldn’t be all of North 
America. You can pick out the Gayrose or the prepared sub Reddit and then you scan that data. 
You can do that very literally. We have 8,000 post and then those post have attributes we worked 
on beforehand and that’s some of the data management. You just basically go onto that site and 
lift the data. The sample selection is very important.  
 
 
Presentation 2- Bioinformatic Reconstruction of the 2015 HIV Outbreak in Indiana by 
Ellsworth Campbell  

Speaker bio: Ellsworth (Ells) Campbell is a health scientist in the Laboratory Branch of the 
Division of HIV/AIDS Prevention. Ells holds a bachelor’s and master’s degree in biology from 
UC San Diego and is currently pursuing a PhD in biology at Penn State University. Ells began 
working at CDC as a PhD student and Oak Ridge Institute for Science Education (ORISE) 
fellow in 2013 and recently transitioned to a full-time Associate Service Fellowship. 
 
Presentation 2 Q&A 
 
[Tripithi Mathew] How many counties were involved in the outbreak?  
 
[Ells Campbell] I don’t know the number off the top of my head, but I seem to remember about 6 
or 7 counties where cases were diagnosed. A large number of those were due to prisoner transfers 
from Scott County to surrounding counties. As of now we only know of one transmission that 
occurred outside of Scott County which was Jackson County.  
 
[Dana Pitts] Does this work replace or augment the role of epis on the ground?  
 
[Ells Campbell] I don’t think it could ever replace. I think the whole sub straight on which we 
apply these analytic methods is the epidemiologic context tracing data. Applying to surveillance 
really limits how deeply we can understand the data because there aren’t contact tracing 
information associated with that. We may be able to better optimize how they spend their time. 
 
[Nancy] How are developers and the vendors dealing with Section 508 Compliance for the 
tools?  
 

https://wwwdev.cdc.gov/ophss/chiic/forums/2017-08-01-Bioinformatic-Reconstruction-of-the-2015-HIV-Outbreak-in-Indiana.pdf
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[Ells Campbell] Section 508 is tough. Some of the vendors do not know what Section 508 is. Our 
internal developers have the resources of the 508 compliance office. Once we finish beta testing, 
we plan to have that properly vetted for public release.   
 
[Peter Hicks] How does one participate in this work?  
 
[Ellswoth Campbell] 
Start by sending me an email. A lot of these tools are still underutilized so we may licenses 
available for specific situations.  
 
  
 Items of interest  

• Data Visualization Scientific Advisory Group [link] 
• CDC GitHub organization - https://github.com/CDCgov/ 
• CodeForAtlanta – 8/13 – [link] 
• CodeDay – Nov 11/12 – Registrations up [link] 
• CDC Tracking Network Enviro Health App Challenge  

http://www.envirohealthchallenge.com/ - winners Sep 1 
• Next Forum – November 7, 10am-11am ET- Share ideas you would like to have covered 
• Please take 90 seconds to share your feedback, 

https://epiinfowebsurvey.cdc.gov/Home/aa515f48-55f7-4a14-9b82-1a5bd2f96124. We’d 
love to hear from you on improving the quarterly forums.               

 

If you would like to review other CHIIC projects, please visit the CHIIC web site.  

Please contact chiic@cdc.gov to be added to the CHIIC distribution list or have any 
questions related to previous CHIIC forums. 

https://intranetwp.cdc.gov/dataviz/
https://github.com/CDCgov/
http://www.codeforatlanta.org/
https://codeday.org/atlanta
http://www.envirohealthchallenge.com/
http://www.envirohealthchallenge.com/
https://epiinfowebsurvey.cdc.gov/Home/aa515f48-55f7-4a14-9b82-1a5bd2f96124
http://www.cdc.gov/ophss/chiic/project_portfolio.html
mailto:balee@cdc.gov

