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THE DARK AGES
…a period of intellectual darkness and 
barbarity. – Britannica

Depiction of King Valdemar IV of Denmark in 1361. Painting by Carl Gustaf Hellqvist 1851-1890.
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IT WAS A DARK AND STORMY 
DAY

In May of 2016, DFS PHL received a 
complaint from DC Health in reference 
to missing Zika reports
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WHO NEEDS LIMS WHEN YOU 
HAVE EXCEL?
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BUT WAIT, THERE WAS MORE!
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SAMPLE REPORT TEMPLATE
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THE RENAISSANCE
…primarily a time of revival of Classical 
learning and wisdom after a long 
period of cultural decline and 
stagnation– Britannica

Sistine Chapel - Javier Sánchez / Getty Images
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CHANGING THE CULTURE

The laboratory was using the LIMS but only to log specimens in, not to 
transfer specimens, enter results, review results, develop reports OR 
send-out reports



DC Department of Forensic Sciences
Forensic Science Laboratory | Public Health Laboratory | Crime Scene Sciences

(RE)IMPLEMENTING THE LIMS 1

Set up a bold plan to 
upgrade HORIZON 
Chemware to v12.5 by Oct. 
1, 2017

1. Ensure that all test 
codes were being used 
appropriately

2. All backlogs were 
cleared

3. All staff were trained
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(RE)IMPLEMENTING THE LIMS 2

Upgrade LIMS 
version

Train staff on 
changes

Learn new 
capabilities

Find out this 
version doesn’t 
do everything

Apply for more 
informatics 

funding

Prepare for next 
version
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ALL IT TAKES IS A PANDEMIC

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/graphics-buttons.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/graphics-buttons.html
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LABONLINE
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LABONLINE TEST ORDERING
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LABONLINE ORDERS



DC Department of Forensic Sciences
Forensic Science Laboratory | Public Health Laboratory | Crime Scene Sciences

LABONLINE TEST REQUEST 
FORM
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LABONLINE REPORTS

An official report can be 
viewed as a PDF

A line list can be pulled based on the patient query



DC Department of Forensic Sciences
Forensic Science Laboratory | Public Health Laboratory | Crime Scene Sciences

THE FUTURE IS INTERFACING

An LIS interface will:
• increase speed of 

resulting
• reduce manual 

entry 
• reduce errors 
• allow the 

laboratory to know 
what samples are 
in transit
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APHL TO THE RESCUE

o Many of our informatics barriers deal 
with laboratory data exchange.

o We use the AIMS platform to 
1. Send influenza data via PHLIS2

2. HAI data via the
portal
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LAB WEB PORTAL

The Lab Web Portal is a public health-focused electronic test orders 
and results web portal solution hosted on the AIMS Platform.
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ELECTRONIC ORDERING 

• Allows electronic ordering flexibility
• Individual patient test ordering
• Batch upload of a group of patient tests
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TRACKING ORDERS

• Submitters have clear milestone tracking capabilities for the status of 
their order

• Removes the need for submitters to call to see if their results are ready 
yet.
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LWP TEST REQUISITION FORM
• Test Requisition form is 

printed out and 
accompanies the submitted 
samples.

• Includes all patient 
information, submitter 
information and additional 
information

• Barcode in top right is 
scanned to auto-populate 
information into LIMS
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NEXT STEPS

o Continue use of Horizon LabOnline portal for 
ETOR
o Customization of ETOR process with stakeholders

o Expansion of Phase 1(COMPLETE)
o Implementation of LWP with District nursing 

homes to test for vulnerable populations
o Phase 2 of Lab Web Portal

o Complete integration with hospital LIMS
o New LIMS?



DC Department of Forensic Sciences
Forensic Science Laboratory | Public Health Laboratory | Crime Scene Sciences

THANK YOU!
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