
 

     LIVE TO THE FULLEST BY UNDERSTANDING 
                DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 

CDC—BIRTH DEFECTS AND  
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 

FY 2017 President’s Budget Request  |  $136 Million 

Mission 
CDC is dedicated to helping people live their best 
lives by studying and addressing the causes of 
birth defects; understanding developmental 
disabilities; reducing complications of blood 
disorders; and improving the health of people 
living with disabilities. 

Major Programs 
Saving Babies 
• Birth Defects Research and Prevention 
• State-based Birth Defects Surveillance 
Helping Children 
• Autism and Developmental Disabilities 

Surveillance and Research  
• Early Hearing Detection and Intervention 
• Spina Bifida Surveillance, Research and 

Patient Registry 
Protecting People 
• Blood Safety Surveillance 
• Hemophilia Treatment Centers 
Improving Health 
• Muscular Dystrophy Research Network 
• National Centers on Health Promotion  

for People with Disabilities 
• State Disability and Health Programs 

Goal Highlights 
• Count cases, research causes and 

prevent major birth defects that we 
know how to prevent 

• Uncover the risk factors for autism and 
other developmental disabilities to 
inform prevention programs; detect 
existing developmental delays early and 
intervene 

• Expand understanding of risk factors for 
complications in hemophilia by 
supporting Hemophilia Treatment 
Centers 

• Identify and reduce disparities in health 
indicators in people with disabilities; 
ensure their access to mainstream public 
health programs 

Why We’re Here 

How We Work 
Understand the problem – Characterize the occurrence and distribution of priority 
health conditions to inform public health action 
Identify where we can intervene – Conduct epidemiological research to 
understand the major modifiable risk factors in order to develop intervention and 
prevention programs and policies 
Develop plans that work and take them to scale – Formulate, evaluate, and 
disseminate effective programs and policies 



Impact Highlights 

Published first national prevalence 
report estimating the percentage 

of adults living with select 
functional disabilities in each state 

and launched a new disability 
inclusion website that promotes 
ways in which disability can be 

included more routinely in 
mainstream public health 

activities. 

Reported progress in identifying 
children with autism spectrum 
disorder (ASD) at younger ages. 

The earlier children are identified 
as having ASD, the sooner they 

can get the services they need to 
help them reach their full 

potential. 

Demonstrated a connection 
between antidepressant 

medications and an increased risk 
for serious birth defects and will 

continue to develop tools to assist 
women and their health care 

providers make more informed 
decisions to appropriately treat 

maternal health conditions before 
and during pregnancy. 

FY 2017 President’s Budget Request 

A total of $135,610,000 million requested includes: 

• $67.6 million in Budget Authority (BA) 

• $68 million from Prevention and Public Health Fund (PPHF) 

Budget Highlights 

• CDC will improve surveillance of congenital heart defects (CHDs) across the lifespan 
by continuing to fund awards to five sites to estimate the prevalence of CHDs, 
evaluate disparities, and identify barriers to optimal care for people with CHDs 

• Funding will support 16-20 state disability and health programs to identify and 
reduce disparities, increase healthcare access, address environmental barriers, and 
provide training and communications to improve the health of people with 
disabilities 

• CDC will support programs and activities that allow people with hemophilia to:  

o Safely participate in physical activity 
o Be screened for significant and costly inhibitors, which are antibodies that 

block treatment factors 
o Sent to specialty clinics 

Birth Defects and Developmental Disorders Funding History

Child Health and Development,
$66M

Health and Development with
Disabilities, $55M

Public Health Approach to Blood
Disorders, $5M

Hemophilia and Hemophilia
Treatment Centers, $9M

Thalassemia, $2M

$129 $132 $136 

$68 

$68 

$0

$20

$40

$60

$80

$100

$120

$140

$160

FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017
President's Budget

Do
lla

rs
 (i

n 
M

ill
io

ns
)

BA PPHF

http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/disabilityandhealth/disability-inclusion.html
http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/disabilityandhealth/disability-inclusion.html
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