
Public Health 
Scientific Services
CDC’s scientific services collect, analyze, and use high quality 
data to protect America’s health, safety, and security. CDC 
uses science, standards, and policies to reduce the burden of 
diseases in the United States and globally. We track the health 
of populations and provide the right data to the right people 
at the right time to take action. Vital information goes to 
doctors, health workers, and civic officials to make decisions 
during catastrophes. CDC also guides and supports safe, state-
of-the-art laboratories across the U.S. as a key line of defense 
against health threats. 

Key Accomplishments 2015 
 ■ Reached 23 million with the Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report 

(MMWR) in 2015, which included 30 reports about Ebola.

 ■ Generated 8,026 news stories through CDC Vital Signs on crucial 
disease topics. Electronic media reach grew to over 6.6 million.

 ■ Developed a comprehensive way to help public health laboratories 
identify gaps, monitor trends, and compare themselves with other 
labs, in partnership with the Association of Public Health Laboratories 
(APHL) 

 ■ Inaugurated the CDC Laboratory Leadership Service (LLS), a 2-year 
postdoctoral learning program that combines public health laboratory 
training with applied investigations and service. The two core aspects 
of the LLS are biosafety and laboratory management, and the program 
is designed to help make CDC a national and global model for 
excellence in these areas.

 ■ CDC’s Epidemic Intelligence Service (EIS) deployed 138 officers to respond 
to Ebola domestically or internationally for nearly 580 days so far.

 ■ Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) received its first 
Journal Impact Factor in June 2015; the score was 10.588, ranking 
MMWR second out of 170 journals in the Public, Environmental and 
Occupational Health category. 

Intensive Effort Underway to Modernize  
Disease Reporting 
Accurate data about diseases are vital for public health specialists and other 
decision makers to develop better policies to save lives and protect people. 
CDC is working with its partners to modernize the National Notifiable Diseases 
Surveillance System (NNDSS) to improve the system’s ability to provide more 
comprehensive, timely, and higher quality data than ever before.

NNDSS is a major part of CDC’s overall disease surveillance strategy. The 
system is a nationwide collaboration that enables all levels of public 
health — local, state, territorial, federal, and international — to share 
notifiable disease-related health information. Public health officials use 
this information to prevent the spread of these diseases and conditions. 
CDC supports NNDSS through funding, health information exchange 
standards and frameworks, electronic health information systems, and 
technical support. CDC then prepares annual summaries of infectious and 
noninfectious diseases and conditions, which are published in the Morbidity 
and Mortality Weekly Report.

This intensive effort to modernize NNDSS will produce better information 
on a wide variety of diseases and conditions, including Ebola, sexually 
transmitted diseases, hepatitis, pertussis, foodborne illnesses, Hantavirus, 
SARS, rabies, and more. 

63,000
Over 63,000 visitors 
have viewed the 
NNDSS Weekly 
Provisional Disease 
Tables at DATA.CDC.
GOV.

40
Performed 40 Epi-
Aids (epidemiologic 
assistance from 
CDC’s Epidemic 
Intelligence Service) 
for urgent health 
threats made by 17 
states, 4 territories, 
2 federal agencies, 
and 10 countries  
in 2015.

588
CDC’s 588 sentinel 
laboratories in 
47 states, Puerto 
Rico, and several 
international 
locations tested 
virtual specimens 
using microbiologic 
test procedures to 
identify potential 
biological agents. 

38%
Improved electronic 
reporting of mortality 
records to within 10 
days of the date of 
event, from 14% in 
2012 to 38% in 2015.

Public health decision making depends on accurate health data.
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