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THROUGH: (Organizational Approval Channels)
The purpose of this memorandum is to request that you grant me approval to serve as the CDC representative to the End stage Renal Disease and Detoxification (ERDD) Committee, Association for the Advancement of Medical Instrumentation (AAMI).  The ERDD Committee develops voluntary standards for manufacturers of hem dialysis equipment and recommended practices for providers of care for use of said equipment.  The Committee has developed standards for water treatment and delivery systems; the Reuse of Blood Tubing (ANSI/AAMI RD 17-1994); and Reuse of Blood Tubing (AAMI TIR6-1989).

CDC and the Public health Task Force on Dialysis has had a long relationship that dates back to the late 1970's and early 1980's with AAMI.  The foundation of microbial standards on hem dialysis fluids were based primarily on outbreaks investigated by CDC.  In addition, the CDC Organization provides expertise in the area of disinfection and sterilization, and is solely responsible for controlling and preventing dialysis-associated diseases in the United States.

I am responsible for providing technical expertise in the areas of water treatment for dialysis applications and water used to reprocess for reuse on the same patient; disinfection of equipment, and water delivery systems; infection control; and to protect the health of the approximately 230,000 maintenance dialysis patients in the United States.

The committee meets an average of twice a year (the Fall meeting usually coincides with the American Society for Nephrology Annual meeting and the Spring Meeting at the AAMI Annual Meeting), for approximately 4 hours each meeting.

As part of this committee, I also review draft documents from the International Standards Organization and AAMI concerning hem dialysis and peritoneal dialysis.  Such documents may comprise a total of 3-4 days official time a year.

AAMI currently reimburses CDC for travel expenses to one meeting per year.  No funds are provided as payment to the employee for services rendered.
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