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THROUGH: (Organizational Approval Channels)

I request approval to serve as a federal liaison to the American Statistical Association’s (ASA) Committee on Energy Statistics.

Description of Organization:
The Committee on Energy Statistics serves as a review board for the Energy Information Administration (EIA), an independent statistical and analytical agency with the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) that maintains a comprehensive data and information program relating to energy resources.  The data collected and synthesized by EIA are provided to other government agencies, industry, and the public to produce economic models, financial/market analyses, and policy analyses and to facilitate consumer decision-making.  More information about the purpose and roles of the EIA can be found on the Internet at http:www.eia.doe.gov.

Employee’s role in organization:
My role in this committee is to review the statistical content and methods used in analyses, reports, and surveys produced by the EIA.  The intent of this review is to ensure and improve the quality of information disseminated by EIA by providing constructive suggestions and instructions concerning appropriate statistical techniques.  My participation will be limited to statistical considerations and will not include any judgments or recommendations concerning EIA’s policy decisions or financial considerations.

Period covered:
This is a three-year term, beginning in April 1997 and ending in December 2000, with the possibility of a renewal term, also lasting three years.

Amount of time needed:
The committee meets twice each year for a two day conference in Washington, D.C.  Some time to review documents and prepare discussions is needed prior to each meeting, but very little, 
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if any, other work is required.  I expect to spend no more than 40 hours per year on this commitment.

Justification:
I believe this is an exciting opportunity to contribute to the quality of science on a large scale.  All people, including CDC employees, are potential end users of the data disseminated by EIA.  The interaction with other committee members will help me to keep abreast of current statistical techniques, and this knowledge will help me in consulting with epidemiologists in my position as a employee’s title in the CIO.  Finally, this appointment came in response to my professional reputation with the statistical community, and I believe that my interaction with this committee will enhance CDC’s reputation as well.

Closing comments:
I will not be paid for this service.  Since the committee’s role in EIA’s affairs is purely advisory, I will not be participating in the business or internal affairs of the EIA, ASA, or DOE, or taking any action that could be perceived as affecting the financial interest of any of these organizations.
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