6.4.2 Smoking Status Recodes in the NHIS, by Year

The information for each year includes: year, file description, filename, column number and/or
variable name, variable label, answer codes/values, and value labels. In this document, “Source”
refers to the location in the data file, and “Reference” refers to paper documentation or a
published report.

2005

Source: 2005 Sample Adult File, Adult Health Behaviors, SAMADULT.DAT, column 550.
SMKSTAT2 - Smoking Status Recode 2.

1 Current every day smoker

2 Current some day smoker

3 Former smoker

4 Never smoker

5 Smoker, current status unknown

9 Unknown if ever smoked

2004

Source: 2004 Sample Adult File, Adult Health Behaviors, SAMADULT.DAT, column 538.
SMKSTAT2 - Smoking Status Recode 2.

1 Current every day smoker

2 Current some day smoker

3 Former smoker

4 Never smoker

5 Smoker, current status unknown

9 Unknown if ever smoked

The SMKSTAT1 and SMKSTATS3 recodes were deleted beginning in 2004 in order to reduce the
number of recodes in the dataset. SMKSTAT1 can be reconstructed from SMKSTAT2.

2003

Source: 2003 Sample Adult File, Adult Health Behaviors, SAMADULT.DAT, column 616.
SMKSTAT1 - Smoking Status Recode 1.

1 Current smoker

2 Former smoker

3 Never smoker

4 Smoker, current status unknown

9 Unknown if ever smoked

Source: 2003 Sample Adult File, Adult Health Behaviors, SAMADULT.DAT, column 617.
SMKSTAT2 - Smoking Status Recode 2.

1 Current every day smoker

2 Current some day smoker

3 Former smoker

4 Never smoker

5 Smoker, current status unknown

9 Unknown if ever smoked



Source: 2003 Sample Adult File, Adult Health Behaviors, SAMADULT.DAT, column 618
SMKSTAT3 - Smoking Status Recode 3.

Current every day smoker

Current some day smoker (1+ days past mo)

Current some day smoker (0 days past mo)

Current some day smoker (unknown days past mo)

Former smoker

Never smoker

Smoker, current status unknown

Unknown if ever smoked

O~NOOUPRWNE

2002

SMKSTAT1 - Smoking Status Recode 1.
Source: 2002 Sample Adult File, Adult Health Behaviors, SAMADULT.DAT, column 633
1 Current smoker
2 Former smoker
3 Never smoker
4 Smoker, current status unknown
9 Unknown if ever smoked

Source: 2002 Sample Adult File, Adult Health Behaviors, SAMADULT.DAT, column 634
SMKSTAT?2 - Smoking Status Recode 2.

1 Current every day smoker

2 Current some day smoker

3 Former smoker

4 Never smoker

5 Smoker, current status unknown

9 Unknown if ever smoked

Source: 2002 Sample Adult File, Adult Health Behaviors, SAMADULT.DAT, column 635
SMKSTAT3 - Smoking Status Recode 3.

Current every day smoker

Current some day smoker (1+ days past mo)

Current some day smoker (0 days past mo)

Current some day smoker (unknown days past mo)

Former smoker

Never smoker

Smoker, current status unknown

Unknown if ever smoked

O~NOUTA,WNPE

2001

Source: 2001 Sample Adult File, Adult Health Behaviors, SAMADULT.DAT, column 620
SMKSTAT1 - Smoking Status Recode 1.

1 Current smoker

2 Former smoker

3 Never smoker



4 Smoker, current status unknown
9 Unknown if ever smoked

Source: 2001 Sample Adult File, Adult Health Behaviors, SAMADULT.DAT, column 621
SMKSTAT?2 - Smoking Status Recode 2.

1 Current every day smoker

2 Current some day smoker

3 Former smoker

4 Never smoker

5 Smoker, current status unknown

9 Unknown if ever smoked

Source: 2001 Sample Adult File, Adult Health Behaviors, SAMADULT.DAT, column 622
SMKSTAT3 - Smoking Status Recode 3.

Current every day smoker

Current some day smoker (1+ days past mo)

Current some day smoker (0 days past mo)

Current some day smoker (unknown days past mo)

Former smoker

Never smoker

Smoker, current status unknown

Unknown if ever smoked

O~NOUTR,WNE

2000
Source: 2000 Sample Adult File, Adult Health Behaviors, SAMADULT.DAT, column 595
SMKSTAT1 - Smoking Status Recode 1.

1 Current smoker

2 Former smoker

3 Never smoker

4 Smoker, current status unknown

9 Unknown if ever smoked

Source: 2000 Sample Adult File, Adult Health Behaviors, SAMADULT.DAT, column 596
SMKSTAT?2 - Smoking Status Recode 2.

1 Current every day smoker

2 Current some day smoker

3 Former smoker

4 Never smoker

5 Smoker, current status unknown

9 Unknown if ever smoked

Source: 2000 Sample Adult File, Adult Health Behaviors, SAMADULT.DAT, column 597
SMKSTAT3 - Smoking Status Recode 3.

Current every day smoker

Current some day smoker (1+ days past mo)

Current some day smoker (0 days past mo)

Current some day smoker (unknown days past mo)

Former smoker

Never smoker

Smoker, current status unknown

Unknown if ever smoked

O~NOOOPWNPE



1999

Source: 1999 Sample Adult File, Adult Health Behaviors, SAMADULT.DAT, column 806

SMKSTAT1 - Smoking Status Recode 1.
1 Current smoker
2 Former smoker
3 Never smoker
4 Smoker, current status unknown
9 Unknown if ever smoked

Source: 1999 Sample Adult File, Adult Health Behaviors, SAMADULT.DAT, column 807

SMKSTAT?2 - Smoking Status Recode 2.
1 Current every day smoker
2 Current some day smoker
3 Former smoker
4 Never smoker
5 Smoker, current status unknown
9 Unknown if ever smoked

Source: 1999 Sample Adult File, Adult Health Behaviors, SAMADULT.DAT, column 808

SMKSTAT3 - Smoking Status Recode 3.

Current every day smoker

Current some day smoker (1+ days past mo)
Current some day smoker (0 days past mo)
Current some day smoker (unknown days past mo)
Former smoker

Never smoker

Smoker, current status unknown

Unknown if ever smoked

O~NOODWNPE

1998

Source: 1998 Sample Adult File, Adult Health Behaviors, SAMADULT.DAT, column 584

SMKSTAT1 - Smoking Status Recode 1.
1 Current smoker
2 Former smoker
3 Never smoker
4 Smoker, current status unknown
9 Unknown if ever smoked

Source: 1998 Sample Adult File, Adult Health Behaviors, SAMADULT.DAT, column 585

SMKSTAT?2 - Smoking Status Recode 2.
1 Current every day smoker
2 Current some day smoker
3 Former smoker
4 Never smoker
5 Smoker, current status unknown
9 Unknown if ever smoked



Source: 1997 Sample Adult File, Adult Health Behaviors, SAMADULT.DAT, column 586
SMKSTAT3 - Smoking Status Recode 3.

Current every day smoker

Current some day smoker (1+ days past mo)

Current some day smoker (0 days past mo)

Current some day smoker (unknown days past mo)

Former smoker

Never smoker

Smoker, current status unknown

Unknown if ever smoked

O~NOOUPAWNER

1997
Source: 1997 Sample Adult File, Adult Health Behaviors, SAMADULT.DAT, column 542
SMKSTAT1 - Smoking Status Recode 1.

1 Current smoker

2 Former smoker

3 Never smoker

4 Smoker, current status unknown

9 Unknown if ever smoked

Source: 1997 Sample Adult File, Adult Health Behaviors, SAMADULT.DAT, column 543
SMKSTAT?2 - Smoking Status Recode 2.

1 Current every day smoker

2 Current some day smoker

3 Former smoker

4 Never smoker

5 Smoker, current status unknown

9 Unknown if ever smoked

Source: 1997 Sample Adult File, Adult Health Behaviors, SAMADULT.DAT, column 544
SMKSTAT3 - Smoking Status Recode 3.

Current every day smoker

Current some day smoker (1+ days past mo)

Current some day smoker (0 days past mo)

Current some day smoker (unknown days past mo)

Former smoker

Never smoker

Smoker, current status unknown

Unknown if ever smoked

O~NOUTA,WNPE

1996 — no smoking questions

1995
Source: 1995 Year 2000 Objectives Public Use File, Section A — Tobacco,
YEAR2000.DAT, column 408
Current Smoking Status (Recode 1: expanded categories)
0 Never smoked



1 Current everyday smoker

2 Current some day smoker

3 Former smoker

4 Smoker, current status unknown
9 Unknown if ever smoked

Source: 1995 Year 2000 Objectives Public Use File, Section A — Tobacco,
YEAR2000.DAT, column 409
Current Smoking Status (Recode 2: Everyday and someday smokers combined
into current smoker category)

0 Never smoked

1 Current smoker

2 Former smoker

3 Smoker, current status unknown

9 Unknown if ever smoked

Source: 1995 Year 2000 Objectives Public Use File, Section A — Tobacco,
YEAR2000.DAT, column 408

Current Smoking Status (Recode 3)

Never smoked

Current every day smoker

Current some day smoker (1+ days past month)

Current some day smoker (0 days past month)

Current some day smoker (unknown if smoked in past month)
Smoker, current status unknown

Former smoker

Unknown if ever smoked

OO, WNEO

1994

Source: 1994 Year 2000 Objectives Public Use File, Section B — Tobacco,
YEAR2000.DAT, column 369

Current Smoking Status (Recode 1: expanded categories)

Never smoked

Now smokes everyday

Now smokes some days

Has smoked, does not smoke at all now

Has smoked, DK if smokes now

DK if ever smoked

O~ WNEFLO

Source: 1994 Year 2000 Objectives Public Use File, Section B — Tobacco,
YEAR2000.DAT, column 370
Current Smoking Status (Recode 2: Everyday and someday smokers combined
into current smoker category)

0 Never smoked

1 Current smoker

2 Former smoker

3 Smoker, DK smoking status

9 DK if ever smoked

Source: 1994 Year 2000 Objectives Public Use File, Section B — Tobacco,
YEAR2000.DAT, column 371
Current Smoking Status (Recode 3)

0 Never smoked

1 Smokes every day

2 Smokes some days (1+ days past month)



3 Smokes some days (0 days past month)

4 Smokes some days now (DK days in past month)
5 Has smoked, unknown if smokes now

6 Has smoked, does not smoke at all now

9 DK if ever smoked

1993
Source: 1993 Year 2000 Objectives Public Use File, Section YB — Tobacco,
YEAR2000.DAT, column 354
Current Smoking Status (expanded categories)
0 Never smoked
1 Now smokes everyday
2 Now smokes some days
3 Has smoked, does not smoke at all now
4 Has smoked, unknown if smokes now
9 Unknown if ever smoked

Source: 1993 Year 2000 Objectives Public Use File, Section B — Tobacco,
YEAR2000.DAT, column 355

Current Smoking Status (collapsed categories: combines everyday and ‘some day’ smokers
into ‘current smokers®)

0 Never smoked

1 Current smoker

2 Former smoker

3 Smoker, DK unknown current smoking status

9 Unknown if ever smoked

1992
Source: 1992 Cancer Epidemiology Public Use File, Section H— Smoking Habits,
CANCEPID.DAT, column 1185
SMOKSTRL1 - Current Smoking Status Recode 1 (expanded categories)
WARNING, NOT EQUIVALENT TO SMOKSTR1 IN 1992 Cancer Control File
0 Never smoked
1 Now smokes everyday
2 Now smokes some days
3 Has smoked, does not smoke at all now
4 Has smoked, DK if smokes now
9 Unknown if ever smoked

Source: 1992 Cancer Epidemiology Public Use File, Section H— Smoking Habits,
CANCEPID.DAT, column 1186
SMOKSTR2 - Current Smoking Status Recode 2 (not equivalent to traditional definition of
smoking status, i.e., current smokers include “everyday” and “someday” smokers in Q3.)
0 Never smoked
1 Current smoker
2 Former smoker
3 Smoker, unknown current smoking status
9 Unknown if ever smoked



Source: 1992 Cancer Epidemiology Public Use File, Section H— Smoking Habits,
CANCEPID.DAT, column 1187

SMOKSTRS - Current Smoking Status Recode 3

Never smoked

Now smokes everyday

Now smokes some days (1+ days in past month)

Now smokes some days (0 days in past month)

Now smokes some days (unknown number of days in past month)

Has smoked, unknown if smokes now

Does not smoke at all now

Unknown if ever smoked

OO, WNEFO

Source: 1992 Cancer Control Public Use File, Section T — Smoking Habits
CANCCNTL.DAT, column 790

SMOKSTRL1 - Current Smoking Status Recode 1 (expanded categories)

WARNING, NOT EQUIVALENT TO SMOKSTRL1 IN 1992 Cancer Epidemiology File

Never smoked

Now smokes everyday

Now smokes some days

Has smoked, unknown how often

Has smoked, does not smoke at all

Has smoked, unknown if smokes now

Unknown if ever smoked

OCOhrrWNEFO

Source: 1992 Cancer Control Public Use File, Section T — Smoking Habits,
CANCCNTL.DAT, column 791
SMOKSTR2 - Current Smoking Status Recode 2

0 Never smoked

1 Current smoker

2 Former smoker

3 Smoker, unknown current smoking status

9 Unknown if ever smoked

1991

Source: 1991 Health Promotion Disease Prevention Public Use File, Section F — Tobacco,
HPDPSAMP.DAT, column 364

Current Smoking Status Recode 1

Never smoked

Now smokes every day

Now smokes some days

Now smokes, unknown if some days or every day
Has smoked, does not smoke at all now

Has smoked, unknown if smokes now

Unknown if ever smoked

OO rrWNEFO

Source: 1991 Health Promotion Disease Prevention Public Use File, Section F — Tobacco,
HPDPSAMP.DAT, column 365
Current Smoking Status Recode 2



0 Never smoked

1 Current smoker

2 Former smoker

3 Smoker, unknown current smoking status

9 Unknown if ever smoked
Source: 1991 Health Promotion Disease Prevention Public Use File, Section F — Tobacco,
HPDPSAMP.DAT, column 366
Current Smoking Status Recode 3
Never smoked
Now smokes every day
Now smokes some days (1+ days in past month)
Now smokes some days (0 days in past month)
Now smokes (DK number of days in past month)
Has smoked, unknown if smokes now
Has smoked, does not smoke at all now
Unknown if ever smoked

OO, WNEO

1990
Source: 1990 Health Promotion Disease Prevention Public Use File, Section X — Smoking,
HPDPSAMP.DAT, column 699
Smoking Status Recode
1 Current smoker
2 Former regular smoker
3 Former occasional smoker
4 Never smoked
5 Smoker, current smoking status unknown
9 Unknown smoking status

1989 — no population smoking questions

1988

Source: 1988 Occupational Health Public Use Data File, Section N8 — Cigarette Smoking,
OCHEALTH.DAT, column 1520.

Smoking Status

Never smoked 100 cigarettes

Former occasional

Former regular

Current occasional

Current regular

Occasional smoker, current status unknown
Unknown smoking status (includes dummy records)

O~NOOPWNPE

Source: 1987 Cancer Control Public Use File, HIS-1A(1987) Cancer Control,
Section T — Smoking Habits, CANCCNTL.DAT, column 975

SMSTR1 - Smoking Status - Recode 1

Never smoked 100 cigarettes

Smoked 100 cigarettes but never smoked regularly

Now smokes some days

Former, occasional

Former, regular

Current

Smoker, current status unknown

OB WNEO
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9 Unknown

Source: 1987 Cancer Control Public Use File, HIS-1A(1987) Cancer Control,
Section T — Smoking Habits, CANCCNTL.DAT, column 976
SMSTR2 - Smoking Status - Recode 2
1 Never
2 Former
3 Current
9 Unknown

Source: 1987 Cancer Epidemiology Public Use File, HIS-1B(1987) Epidemiology Study,
Section EE — Smoking Habits
CANCEPID.DAT, column 1052
SMKSTSR1 - Smoking Status
1 Never
2 Former
3 Current
9 Unknown (includes never smoked regularly)

1986 — no smoking questions

1985
Source: 1985 Health Promotion Disease Prevention Sample Person Public Use File,
Section S — Smoking, HPDPSAMP.DAT, column 653
Smoking Status Recode
1 Current smoker
2 Former regular smoker
3 Former occasional smoker
4 Never smoked
5 Smoker, unknown current smoking status
9 Unknown smoking status

1984 — no smoking questions

1983

Source: 1983 Alcohol / Health Public Use File, Supplement Booklet, Section O — Alcohol /
Health Practices Page, ALCOHOLH.DAT, column 230

Smoking Status — Recode

Never smoked

Current regular smoker

Current occasional smoker

Former regular smoker

Former occasional smoker

Smokers, unknown current smoking status

Unknown smoking status

©COoOUhrrWNEPE

1983 is the first year for which the answer to the screening question (ever smoked 100 cigarettes)
was reported. In the previous years, only the recode was put on the public use file, not the
responses to the individual component questions.
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1982 — no smoking questions

1981 — no smoking questions

1980

The 1980 “Smoking Supplement” questionnaire was a separate sheet that was not included in the
print version of the NHIS Questionnaires in Appendix Il of the 1980 Current Estimates. No
additional .PDF files have been made, so it is not currently on the web.

Source: 1980 Public Use File, Smoking Supplement, SMOKINGX.DAT, column 323
Smoking Status — Recode

1 Never smoked

2 Occasional smoker

3 Former smoker

4 Present smoker

5 Smoker - present smoking status unknown

6 Smoking status unknown

1979

The 1979 “Smoking Supplement” questionnaire is a separate sheet that was not included in the
print version of the NHIS Questionnaires, in Appendix Il of the 1979 Current Estimates. No
additional .PDF files have been made, so it is not currently on the web.

Source: 1980 Public Use File, Smoking Supplement, SMOKINGX.DAT, column 323
Smoking Status — Recode

1 Never smoked

2 Occasional smoker

3 Former smoker

4 Present smoker

5 Smoker - present smoking status unknown

6 Smoking status unknown

1978

The 1978 “Smoking Supplement” questionnaire was a separate sheet that was not included in the
print version of the NHIS Questionnaires in Appendix Il of the 1978 Current Estimates. No
additional .PDF files have been made, so it is not currently on the web.

Source: 1978 Public Use File, Smoking Supplement, SMOKINGX.DAT, column 206
Smoking Status — Recode

1 Never smoked

2 Occasional smoker

3 Former smoker

4 Present smoker

5 Smoker - present status unknown

6 Smoking status unknown
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1977
The 1977 NHIS smoking questions were part of the “H1 Supplement” that was printed and bound
along with the condition pages in the same booklet as the HIS-1 questionnaire.

Source: 1977 Public Use File, H1 Supplement, HLSUPPLT.DAT, column 497
Smoking Status — Recode

1 Never smoked

2 Present smoker

3 Former smoker

4 Smoker, unknown present smoking status

5 Unknown if smoked

1976
The 1976 NHIS smoking questions were part of a “Health Habits Page” that was printed and
bound along with the condition pages in the same booklet as the HIS-1 questionnaire.
Source: HIS Calendar year 1976 , Public Use File, Health Habits Supplement, HLTHHABS.DAT,
column 497
Smoking Status — Recode
1 Never smoked
2 Former smoker
3 Present smoker
4 Unknown

1975 — no smoking questions

1974
The 1974 NHIS smoking questions were part of the “Hypertension Page” , four pages that were
printed and bound along with the condition pages in the same booklet as the HIS-1 questionnaire.
Source: HIS Calendar Year 1974 , Public Use Tape Records, Hypertension Record,

HYPERTEN .DAT, column 528
Smoking Status

1 Never smoked

2 Former smoker

3 Present smoker

4 Unknown

1973 - no smoking questions

1972 - no smoking questions

1971 — no smoking questions

1970

The 1970 NHIS smoking questions were part of a “Smoking Page” , with instructions to

“Complete Smoking Page for each person 17+ years of age” that was bound along with the

condition pages in the HIS-1 questionnaire booklet.

Source: HIS Calendar Year 1970, Final Tape Records, Person Record, PERSONSX.DAT,
column 462
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Cigarette Smoking Recode 17+
1 Present smoker
2 Former smoker
3 Never smoked
4 DK if ever smoked

1969 - no smoking questions

1968 — no smoking questions on the NHIS questionnaire.

After an 18 month interim period from July 1967-December 1968, NHIS data collection switched
to a calendar year in January, 1969, to make the health data more compatible with other health
related statistics. For 1968, two sets of core files were released, one covering Calendar Year
1968 (January 1, 1968- December 31, 1968) and Fiscal Year 1968 (July 1, 1967 — June 30,
1968).

References:
Current Estimates From the Health Interview Survey: United States - July 1966 — June
1967. Series 10, No. 43. Washington, DC: National Center for Health Statistics. Jan
1968.

Current Estimates From the Health Interview Survey: United States - 1967. Series 10,
No. 52. Washington, DC: National Center for Health Statistics. May 1969.

Current Estimates From the Health Interview Survey: United States — 1968. Series 10,
No. 60. Rockville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics. Jun 1970.

In June of 1966, there was an additional smoking supplement to the Current Population Survey,
sponsored by the Current Population survey, with the data collected by Bureau of the Census
Field Staff. DHIS carried out the computer processing of this file. The documentation lists it as
“CPS Smoking Supplement, 1966 (HIS Project). DHIS released this file in 1968, and it does
contain a smoking status recode.

Source: Current Population Survey, June 1966, Questions 41 and 42a.

1966 CPS Smoking Supplement (HIS Project), data collected June 1966, SMOKINGX.DAT.
Cigarette Smoking Status — Recode B, column 83.

Less than 17 years

Never Smoked

Former Smoker

Present smoker, same rate as heaviest

Present smoker, less now than heaviest

Present smoker, rate DK

Present smoker, status DK

O~ WNEO

References:
1967 Current Population Survey, CPS Smoking Supplement (HIS Project)
Current Population Survey, Form CPS-1, August 1967, Questions 35 and 36, Page 3.

1968 Current Population Survey, CPS Smoking Supplement, (HIS Project)
Current Population Survey, Form CPS-1, August 1968, Questions 35 and 36, Page 3.

1967 and 1968 CPS Smoking Supplement file,
Cigarette Smoking Recode, column 49
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0 Present smoker

1 Former smoker

2 Never smoked

3 DK if ever smoked

1967 — no smoking questions

1966 FISCAL YEAR

The 1966 NHIS smoking questions were printed on a “Smoking Habits” page that was

bound into the core questionnaire booklet, Form NHS-HIS-1a (FY66). The interviewer
instructions were to: “Fill one Smoking Habits page for each person 17+ years old or over”. Two
copies of the page were included. The fiscal year extended from July 1, 1965 — June 30, 1966.

Source: NHS Fiscal Year 1966, Final Tape Records, Person Record, SMOKINGX.DAT,
Columns 125-134. There were no smoking recodes in this dataset.

1965 FISCAL YEAR

The 1965 NHIS smoking questions were printed on a page that was not full size,

bound into the core questionnaire booklet, Form NHS-HIS-1 (FY65). The interviewer instructions
were to: “Fill one Smoking Habits page for each person 17+ years old or over”. Two copies of
the page were included in the booklet. The fiscal year extended from July 1, 1964 through June
30, 1965.

Source: NHS Fiscal Year 1965, Final Tape Records, Person Record, SMOKINGX.DAT,
Columns 125-134. There were no smoking recodes in this dataset.

Return to Introduction

Return to Detailed Outline



http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/about/major/nhis/tobacco/nhis_tobhoma.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/about/major/nhis/tobacco/nhis_tobhoma.htm#Detailed_Outline

