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TICKS: KEY TO GENERA IN UNITED STATES 
Harry D. Pratt 

I 
Capitulum inferior; scutum absent Capitulum anterior; scutum present 

FAMIL Y ARGASIDAE - SOFT TICKS FAMILY IXODIDAE - HARD TICKS 

DorsalVentral Female, dOrlol Male, dorsal 
~I--------~---------'i ~i--~----~--------'i 

Margin of body with definite Margin of body thick, rounded, Anal groove either behind Anal groove in front of onus. 
sutural line. without definite sutural line. anus, indistinct, or absent. 
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/ ORNITHODOROS I 

ment tuberculated or granu­
lated. 

IHAEMAPHYSALIS! 

Hypostome with well devel­ Hypostome vestigial or with­ Second segment of palpi not Second segment of palpi lat­
oped teeth, Integument mamil­ out effective teeth. Integu­ laterally produced. erally produced. 

I I I 
Integument of adult granular, Integument of adult and nymph Mouthparts much longer than 
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Mouthparts as long as basis 

of nymph (stage usually seen) tuberculated. Hypostome of 
very spinose. Hypostome of adult scoop-like. Associated 

b..,

I 

adult vestigial. Usually on with bats. 
cattle, horses, or rabbits. 

IOTOBIUS I IANTRICOU I 

i I 
Scutum with eyes 

/AMBLYOMMA! 

i 

Scutum without eyes 

!APONOMMA ! 

I 

Basis capituli laterally pro­
duc6d. 

i 

Basis capituli not laterally 
produced. 

Palpi ridged dorsally and Festoons absent. Palpi not ridged. Festoons present. Festoons eleven Festoons seven 
laterally. 
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IBOOPHILUS I IRHIPICEPHALUS I OERMACENTOR I 



simple 


Megninia gingy imerra 
or Meaninia cubitalia 

WING-FEATHER MIT! CONTOUR-FEATHER MITISBODY-FEATHER MITE 
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TICKS AND MITES: KEY TO SPECIES COMMONLY INFESTING PIGEONS 
Harold George Scott & Chester J. Stojanovich 

mouthparts ventral mouthparts anterior 
ad ult 6 -9 mm. long adul to. 2S mm. long under 0.6 mm. long 

Argas reflexus Laminosioptes cysticola 
PIGEON~T~I~C~K_____________ ~~______~FOW~L~C~Y~ST~M~I~T~E____ 

I 
with lateral spiracles wi thout lateral 

..,ith M-shaped 
peritreme 

Syringophilus bipectinatus 
Dermanyssus gallinae or Syringophilus columbae 
CHICKEN MITEr=-________P_IG_E_ON_Q..;,U_I_L_L_M_I_T_E_S_-r-___

I 
with horizontal setae without horizontal setae 
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sutural line absentutural line present s
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TICKS: PICTORI,AL KEY TO SOME COMMON SPECIES 
Harry D. Pratt 

capitulum vi sible from abave, capitulum not vi sible from above, 
scutum present, family Ixadidae, scutum absent, family Argasidae. 

HARD TICKS SOFT TICKS 

Argas persicus 
FOWL TICK 

mouthparts short, about as long 
as basis capituli 

mouthparts basis capitulum 
\ \ \ 
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Ornithodoros 
RELAPSING FEVER TICK 

mouthparts much longer than basis capituli 
white spot on tip of scutum of female 

mouthparts basi s capitulum 
I \ \ 


Amblyomma omericanum 
LONE STAR TICK 

I 
scutum with white markings; basi s 

capituli with parallel sides 
scutum without white marking s; basi s 

capituli produced laterally to form an angle 

,­
-. scutum" 

Dermacentor variabi/is and D. andersoni 
AMERICAN DOG TICK AND WOOD TICK 

", 

- scutum" 

mal. 
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