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CURRENTLY EMPLOYED PERSONS 


INTRODUCTION 

During the year July 1959- June 1960 currently 
employed persons lost approximately 369.9 mil- 
lion dzys from work, an average of 5.6 days per 
person, because of illness or  injury. These esti-
mates of work loss are  not .strictly comparable to 
estimates made for earlier years by the National 
Health Survey because the present data apply only 
to the currently employed population, defined as 
persons 17 years of age or  older who had a job o r  
business or worked at any time during the two- 
week period prior to the week of interview. 

The rate of work loss during July 1959-June 
1960 was higher in rural-farm areas than in non- 
farm and urban areas, increasedconsistently with 
age in all areas of residence, and was signifi-
cantly higher among persons with family income 
less than $4,OOO than among persons with family 
income of $4,000 or more. 

Currently employed persons had an estimated 
102 million acute conditions during July 1959- June 
1960 with an associated 241 million days of work 
loss. This represents an average work losspf 2.4 
days per acute condition. 

Among chronic conditions, heart conditions, 
orthopedic impairments, conditions of the geni- 
tourinary system, and arthritis and rheumatism 
were major causes of work loss among currently 
employed persons. 

SOURCE OF DATA 

The information contained in this report was 
obtained from nationwide household interviews 
conducted by the U. S. National Health Survey, Na-
tional Center for Health Statistics, during thepe- 
riod July 1959-June 1960. Interviews were con-
ducted in approximately 38,000 households com- 
prising 125,000 persons. The survey is continu-
ous, each week covering a random sample of the 
civilian, noninstitutional population of the United 
States. 

This report was prepared by Geraldine A. Gleeson of tbe U. S. 
Natiodld fiealUi Survey staff. 

In the survey, questions on work-loss days, 
a s well as on restricted-activity, bed-, and school- 
loss days, are asked in relation to the two-week 
interval prior to the week of interview, and re-
sponses are expanded to produce an annual esti-
mate (see Estimating Methods, Appendix I). In an 
attempt to collect information which would appro- 
priately measure days of work loss and at the 
same time produce a population figure that would 
be suitable for estimating the rate of work loss, 
several questions were added to the questionnaire 
used in the survey during the period July 1959- 
June 1960 (see Appendix 111). In the interview all 
persons 17 years of age and over were asked if  
they worked at a job o r  business inthe two weeks 
prior to the week of interview. Persons who said 
they had not worked during the period wereasked 
if they had a job or  business. Those who answered 
r'yestr to either question were considered as cur-
rently employed, and only such persons were 
asked the number of days lost from workbecause 
of illness or  injury. These figures, the currently 
employed persons and the number of days they 
lost from work, form thebasis of annual estimates 
for the period July 1959-June 1960. 

During the first two years of thesurvey, July 
1957-June 1959, information on days of work loss 
during the two-week period prior to the week of 
interview was obtained from all persons who 
answered affirmatively the question "Last week 
o r  the week before would you have been working 
at a job o r  business except for. . . (reported con- 
dition)?lr Since this question was not limited to 
employed persons and in effect allowed the re-
spondent to determine work status, there is little 
doubt that in some instances days of work loss 
were reported for the chronically ill or  impaired 
who were no longer able to work and for other 
persons who were unemployed during the time 
period under consideration. Estimates of the 
annual number of days lost from work derived 
from these data have been presented in a number 
of National Health Survey reports that werebased 
on the first two years of data collection(e.g., Se-
ries B, No. 10 and Series C, Nos. 4, 5, and 6). In 
most instances, work-loss days were shown only 

I 



for persons who reported working as  their usual 
activity status during the 12-month period prior 
to interview, but in some cases estimates of days 
.of work loss in the entire population were shown. 
Accordingly, rates of work loss were based on the 
"usually working" o r  the total U. S .  population. 
Because of the changes in concepts and definitions 
relating to work loss, estimates for the first 
three years of the National Health Survey are  not 
suitable for trend analysis. 

Included in Appendix I of th is report is a 
brief description of the survey design and methods 
used in estimation. Since all of the data included 
in this report are estimates based on a sample of 
the population rather than on the entire popula- 
tion, they a re  subject to sampling errors. While 
the sampling errors  for most of the estimates 
a re  of relatively low magnitude, where an esti-
mated number or  the numerator or  denominator 
of a rate o r  percentage is small, the sampling 
error may be high. Charts from which approxi-
mate sampling errors  may be estimated and in-
structions for using the charts are alsopresented 
in Appendix I. 

Definitions of the terms used in this report 
may be found in Appendix 11. Since many of the 
terms have specialized meanings it is suggested 
that the reader familiarize himself with these 
definitions. A facsimile of the health interview 
questionnaire used during the period July 1959- 
June 1960 is presented in Appendix 111. 

The estimates in this report for the currently 
employed population and days of work loss are 
not official labor force statistics. Emphasis onthe 
illness and disability of currently employed per- 
sons required procedures for measuring employ- 
ment status which resulted in estimates similar to 
but not precisely the same as official data. 

WORK-LOSS DAYS AMONG 

CURRENTLY EMPLOYED PERSONS 


During the year July 1959-June 1960 approxi- 
mately 369.9 million person-days were lost from 
work by currently employed persons because of 
illness or  injury. A day was counted as lost from 
work if the person would have been going to work 
at a job o r  business but insteadlostthe entire day 
because of illness. It should be noted that person- 
days of work loss represent an unduplicated count 
of all work-loss days ascribed to acute or chronic 
illness, i.e., a day on which a person was absent 
from work because of more than one condition 
was counted only once in the estimation of person- 
days.

Estimates of the number of days lost from 
work and the work-loss days per currently em- 
ployed person per year are shown by sex and age 
in detailed tables 1-6. The days of work loss in-

creased with age in each of the residence groups 
shown in table 1. Currently employed persons in 
rural-farm areas lost an average of 6.9 days per 
year as  compared with 5.2 days for persons in 
rural-nonfarm areas, and 5.5 days inurban areas. 
This excess of work loss in rural-farm areas 
was greater among males than among females, 
and the rate was particularly high in rural-farm 
areas for males in the age intervals between 35 
and 54 years. In general, the rate of work loss in 
all areas of residence was higher for females 
than for males in the younger age groups, but was 
higher for males among older persons (fig. 1). 

Work-loss days per person per year 

Age- 0 5 ' IO 

17-24 I 
4 4  I 
I 

35-44 


45-54 


55-64 


6 5 + 110 

Figure 1 .  Number of  work-loss  d o y s  per  currently employed  person 
per year b y  s e x  and oge .  

Work loss was slightly higher in the South 
than in any of the other three geographic regions 
for both'males and females (tables 2 and 3). This 
higher rate of disability leading to worklossis in 
line with the higher number of restricted-activity 
and bed-disability days reported in the South (Se- 
ries B, No. 29). the higher prevalence of chronic 
illness, and the greater amount of chronic limita-
tion of activity reported in this area (Series C, 
No. 5). 

A s  in the case of other measures of disabil- 
ity, the rate of work loss was highest among per- 
sons with low family income (tables 4 and 5). 
Among males the work loss per person per year 
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for persons with family income less than $2,000 
was higher in every age group than that for per- 
sons with family income from $2,000-3,999. How- 
ever, among females these two income groups 
had about the same rate of work loss, with rates 
fo i  persons 55 years of age and over decidedly 
lower in both income groups than comparable 
rates among males. This high rate of work loss 
among older males in low family income groups 
may be related to the fact that economic need 
oftentimes forces an older man in poor health to 
remain in the labor force and, because of his 
health, he is subject to a high number of work- 
loss days. It is less likely that a woman in simi-
lar circumstances could or  would continue work- 
ing. Thus, older women who are in the employed 
population are likely to be a selected population 
in relation to health and as such would have a 
lower rate of work loss than would males of cor- 
responding ages. 

In general, the rate of work loss per person 
per year increased with age in each of the family 
income groups (fig. 2). The one exceptionoccurred 
in the income group $4,000-6,999 where the rate 
dropped from 6.6 days per person in the age 
group 55-64 to 5.2 days for persons 65+. While 
this deviation could occur as the result of sam-
pling variation, it is possible that the truerate of 
work loss is low among persons 65+ in this in-
come group because of changes in the composition 
of the employed population at this age level. 

In table 6, the number and rate of work-loss 
days a re  shown for currently employed persons 
according to their usual activity status during 
most of the 12 months prior tointerview.The col- 
umns headed "usually working" show work-loss 
data based on the two weeks prior to interview for 
persons who stated they had been working during 
most of the 12-month period prior to interview. 
These rates of work loss aresomewhat compara- 
ble to those shown for "usually working" persons 
in Series B, No. 10, but have the additional re-
striction that the person must have either worked 
or had a job or  business during the two weeks 
prior to interview in order to be included in the 
estimate of the currently employed population 
(the denominator of the rate). It is also difficult 
to assess the difference in the current rates (July 
1959-June 1960) and those shown for July 1957- 
June 1958 in Series B, No. 10, because rates for 
the earlier period were unduly affected by the 
epidemic of Asian influenza during the fall of 
1957. 

Data shown for persons keeping house (table 
6) represent work-loss estimates for women who 
were employed or had a job at any time during 
the two weeks prior to interview, but who had 
described their usual activity status during the 

Figure 2. Number of  work-loss days per currently employed person 
per year by age  and family income. 

previous 12 months as keeping house. Persons in 
this category are, in general, part-time and 
seasonal workers. Work-loss rates for these 
women were lower than rates for "usually work- 
ing" women, possibly because they were not ex- 
posed to the risk of losing time from work to the 
same degree as persons who worked full time,o r  
they may have had more flexibility in adjusting 
their work to periods of time during which they 
were in good health. 

The "other" column in table 6 contains work- 
loss data for persons 17 years of age o r  older who 
worked o r  had a job o r  business at any time dur- 
ing the two weeks prior to interview, but described 
their status during the 12 months prior to inter- 
view as  going to school, looking for work, re-
tired, o r  other than working o r  keeping house. It 
is known from other data (Duration of Limitation 
of Activity, Series B-No. 31) that a large propor- 
tion of adults who do not usually work nor keep 
house have chronic conditions, many ofwhichim- 
pose limitations upon their ability to engage in 
work. The problems of illhealth which character- 
ize a substantial proportion of this "other" group 
are undoubtedly reflected in the high rate of work 
loss among those in the age intervals between 35 
and 64 years. Many of them would bein the "usu- 
ally working" or "keeping house" groups if their 
health permitted. 
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ACUTE CONDITIONS AND which had their onset during the two weeks prior 
, to the week of interview are included. However, ASSOCIATED WORK LOSS AMONG the conditions and impairments listed on Cards 

CURRENTLY EMPLOYED PERSONS A and B (Appendix 111) are never considered as 
acute regardless of duration of the condition. 

Approximately 102 million, or  29 percent, of The acute condition groups used.in this report 
the estimated total of 355 million acuteconditions with equivalent International Classification Code 
reported during the period July 1959-June 1960, numbers are  listed below. 
occurred among currently employed persons. 
Since proportionately more men than women are 
in the currently employed population, 40 percent International
of all acute conditions for males occurred among Classification 

Code Numbers currently employed males, while 20 percent of all Condition Groups 1955 Revision
acute conditions for females were among cur- Infective and parasitic diseases 020-138
rently employed females (table A). The “virus“ (not otherwise specified) 097’ 

Other infective and parasitic diseases 020-096, 100-138 In detailed tables 7-11 the annual incidenceof 
all acute conditions and for each of 10 acute con- Upper respiratory conditions 470-475, 511, 514. 517 

Common cold 	 470dition groups with their associated work loss are  Other upper respiratory conditions 471-475.511.514. 517 
shown by sex, age, residence, and geographic re-

Other respiratory conditions 480-501, 518-525, 527gion. In each of these tables incidence estimates 783 
are presented for .the total population for com- 

Digestive system conditions 530-539, 543-553, 570 parison with the incidence of acute conditions 571. 573-587. 784, 785 
among currently employed persons. The estimated 

Fractures. dislocations, sprains, andsuains N800-N848number of work-loss days associated with all 
acute conditions and with each condition group, to- Open wounds and lacerations N870-N885. N890-N895 

N900-N908gether with the number of work-loss days per 
case among currently employed persons are  Contusions and superficial injuries N910-N929 

shown. Tables 7-9 include estimates of the aver- Other current injuries N850-N869, N930-N994 
age number of currently employed persons ab- N996-N999 

sent from work each working day because of all All  other acute conditions 	 All other acute condi- 
tion numbers acute conditions and for each of the condition 

groups. Method of computation and qualifications ‘This d e ,  no; included in the ICD categories, WLLBdevised to identify conditions r e  
ported 8s “the virus” in the household interview. for the estimates shown in the last column are 


presented later in this report. 

In the National Health Survey, an acute con- Of the 102 million acute conditions among 

dition is defined as a condition which has lasted currently employed persons, 60 million, about 59 
less than three months, and has involved either percent, were respiratory conditions (table 7). 
medical attention or one o r  more days of re- The common cold and the conditions comprising 
stricted activity. In deriving estimates of the in- the category “other respiratory conditions ,‘I 

cidence of acute conditions only those conditions namely, influenza, pneumonia, bronchitis, and 

Table A .  Percentage of acute condit ions among current ly  employed persons by sex:  
United S ta tes ,  July 1959-June 1960 

Number of acute condit ions  
in thousands Percentage of t o t a l  

condit ions i n  cur-Sex Currently r e n t l y  employed Total  
employed personspopulation per sons 

355,150 I 102,178 	 29 
I 

161,564 64,335 40 
193,587 37,843 20% 
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other diseases of the lower respiratory tract, 
were the components for which the rates were 
highest in the currently employed as  well as  in 
the total population. Rates for infective andpara- 
sitic diseases were significantly lower in the cur-
rently employed population than in the totalpopu-
lation; the inclusion of the common childhood dis- 
eases in this category was chieflyresponsible for 
the difference. 

The only condition category that produced a 
higher rate when confined to the currently em- 
ployed population was the injury group described 
as fractures, dislocations, sprains, and strains. 
Even though all of these injuries did not happen 
while the persons involved were at work, the 
higher rate among employed persons may be re-
lated to their greater exposure to r i s k  of injury. 
This condition group also was responsible for a 
significantly higher number of work-loss days 
per case, 5.6 days, than any of the other acute 
condition groups. 

Data in the final column in tables 7-9, show- 
ing the average number of currently employed 
persons absent from work each day because of 
acute illnesses and injuries, are presented as  a 
rough measure of the economic impact of those 
conditions that are usually of short duration. Data 
for all currently employed persons shown in table 
7 indicate that approximately 985,000 were absent 
each day because of these acute conditions. This 
estimate was computed by dividing the sum of 
work-loss days ascribed to each of the condition 
groups by 245 days, the number of work days for 
an individual in an average year. Work-loss days 
which were assigned to more than one condition 
have been counted more than once in the total, 
resulting in some degree of overestimation inthe 
985,000 persons. However, in the case of acute 
conditions where it is unusual, with the possible 
exception of the several types of injuries, for a 
person to be incapacitated with two or  more con- 
ditions at one time, the amount of duplication in 
the work-loss days is probably not great. 

The average number of persons absent from 
work each day is,  in effect,a compositeindexof 
work loss which, for a particular condition, takes 
into account the incidence of the condition, the 
number of persons in thecurrently employedpop- 
ulation, and the average number of work-loss 
days per case. For example, a category such as  
"other respiratory conditions," which has a high 
rate of incidence, 413.8 cases per 1,000 currently 
employed persons, and a comparatively long pe- 
riod of disability per case, 2.9 days of work loss, 
is responsible for the absence of 325,000persons 
on an average work day. The common cold with 
an equivalent incidence rate, 405.8 cases per 
1,000, but with a low average number of work-loss 
days per case, results in an absence of 124,000 

persons per day. Fractures, dislocations, sprains, 
and strains have a low incidence rate, 78.5 cases 
per 1,000 currently employed persons, but the 
long period of disability per case, 5.6 work-loss 
days, produces an estimate of 119,000 persons ab- 
sent per work day. 

The incidence rates for total acuteconditions 
decreased with age among currently employed 
persons as  well as in the total population (table 8). 
On the other hand, the average number of work- 
loss days per case increased among older working 
persons, with 1.9 days per acute condition for 
persons under 25 years of age, 2.1 days per con- 
dition for those 25-44 years, and 2.9 days per 
condition among persons 45 years and older. Be- 
cause of the longer period of work loss per case 
among older persons, the average number of per- 
sons absent from work each day due to acute con- 
ditions increased with age. Work loss due to other 
respiratory conditions and to various types of in-
juries is responsible for the general increase in 
work loss among persons 45 years and older. 

Again, it should be emphasized that these sta- 
tistics cover only the absences resulting from 
acute illnesses and injuries. Some estimates re-
lating to time lost from work due to chronic con- 
ditions are presented in the next section of this 
report.

In table 9, data on the incidenceof acute con- 
ditions are shown for all persons and for cur-
rently employed persons according to their usual 
activity status during the 12-month period prior 
to interview. Also shown arework-loss estimates 
by usual activity status. This classification of 
currently employed persons, as  pointed out 
earlier, in effect, divides the working population 
into full-time workers and part-time or  seasonal 
workers. Estimates of illness and work-loss days 
for part-time workers have not been shown for 
some of the condition groups because of their un- 
reliability due to the sampling error. 

On the basis of data presented in table 9, 
897,000 persons, o r  91 percent of the 985,000 cur- 
rently employed persons absent from work on an 
average work day because of an acute illness, 
were persons whose activity status had been 
"usually working" during the 12 months prior to 
interview. This means that part-time and sea- 
sonal workers are responsible for approximately 
9 percent of the work loss due to acute conditions. 

The rate of incidence of acute conditions, and 
the average number of work-loss days per condi- 
tion were quite similar for residents of urban, 
rural-nonfarm, and rural-farm areas (table 10). 
The incidence rate for total acute conditions 
among currently employed persons and the aver- 
age days of work loss per case were approxi-
mately the same in the Northeast, North Central, 
and South regions (table 11). In the West ,  however, 
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the incidence rate for currently employed per- and clinically recognizable symptoms. In general, 
sons, as  well as  for the total population, was sig- chronic conditions which have been seen recently 
nificantly higher than in the other geographic re- by a physician or  have caused some disability are 
gions. Other respiratory conditions and fractures, considered to be reported in the household inter- 
dislocations, sprains, and strains were the chief view with a fair degree of accuracy and complete- 
contributors to the high incidence rates in the ness. An exception to this is thereportingof con- 
West. ?he number of work-loss days per case of ditions, such as mental illness, which people are 
these conditions, as  well as for all acute condi- reluctant to mention to an interviewer. 
tions, were not markedly different from rates of Because of the factors that influence the ac-
work loss in the other geographic regions. curacy and completeness of the reporting of 

chronic conditions in the household interview it 
has been the policy of the National Health Survey CHRONIC CONDITIONS REPORTED 
to prepare individual reportsdealing with specific ON INTERVIEW AND ASSOCIATED conditions o r  condition categories. This has made 

WORK-LOSS DAYS AMONG it possible for each report to enlarge upon the 
limitations and qualifications of prevalence data CURRENTLY EMPLOYED PERSONS pertaining to the particular diagnostic category. 

Of the estimated 135 million chronic condi- In subsequent reports issued by the Health Inter- 
tions reported in the total population of the United view Survey, condition categories, which had thus 
States during July 1959- June 1960, approximately been properly qualified, were included in a selected 
57 million, or 43 percent, were among currently listof chronic conditions for which prevalence data, 
employed persons. Among males, 62 percent of disability days, and other related information 
all chronic conditions were among the currently were presented (Series C, Nos. 4, 5, and 6) .  
employed, and for females, 27 percent ofthecon- In the present report, however, tables 12-16 
ditions were reported for currently employed include a number of chronic condition categories 
women (table B). These percentages, as  would be for which individual reports have not been pre- 
expected, are appreciably higher than comparable pared. Since the qualifications relating to these 
percentages for acute conditions, since chronic condition categories pertain for the most part to 
conditions are more prevalent among adults, while the prevalence of the conditions rather than to the 
a high proportion of acute conditions occur among more tangible measures of chronic morbidity, 
persons under 17 years of age. e.g., disability days, estimates of the total prev- 

The health interview phase of the National alence for all of the condition categories as  well 
Health Survey, on which this report is based, as that for currently employed persons have not 
measures the presence of disease or  illness in been included in these tables. Thenumber of work- 
terms of cases which the respondent in the inter- loss days, which constitutes an appropriate meas- 
view is aware of, remembers, and considers of ure of impact of chronic illness in the currently 
sufficient importance to report. For this reason employed population, and at the same time pro- 
the prevalence of chronic conditions based on in- vides an index to the relative economic costs of 
terview data may differ widely from estimates the various chronic condition categories, has been 
made from findings in clinical studies where con- used to describe the effects of chronic illness on 
ditions are detected by means of diagnostic tests the employed population. 

Table B.  Percentage of 	chronic conditions among currently employed persons by sex: 
United States, July 1959-June 1960 

Number of chronic 
conditions in thousands Percentage of total  

Sex conditions in cur- 
Total 

population 

Currently 
employed 
persons 

rently employed 
persons 

Both sexes----------------- 134,609 57,284 43 

62 
27 
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As in the case of acute conditions, work-loss 
days associated with more than one chronic con- 
dition or  with coincident acute and chronic condi- 
tions have been assigned to each of the conditions. 
However, there is probably a greater amount of 
duplication where chronic conditions are involved 
because, unlike acute conditions where the con- 
cept of acute illness implies illness episodes of 
comparatively short duration, chronic illness is 
of longer duration, in fact, often of a permanent 
nature. This characteristic of chronic illness 
tends to increase the probability of a person hav- 
ing several conditions at one time aswellas hav- 
ing work-loss days which are  associated with 
more than one condition. Because of this known 
duplication when work-loss data for the conditions 
listed in tables 12-16 are summed, information 
for "all conditions" is not shown in these tables. 

From estimates shown in table 12, the chief 
contributors to work loss among chronic condi- 
tions were heart conditions, orthopedic impair- 
ments, conditions of the genitourinary system, 
and arthritis and rheumatism. With the exception 
of conditions of the genitourinary system, the 
rate of work loss associated with these conditions 
was appreciably greater for males than for fe-
males. In the interpretation of the data on the 
average number of persons absent from work 
each day because of the conditions shown in table 
12, it should be kept in mind that there are about 
twice as  many males as  females in the currently 
employed population which would in itself account 
to some degree for the smaller number of females 
absent from work each day. 

For most of the condition categories shown, 
the number of work-loss days per 1,000 currently 
employed persons increased with age (table 13). 
For some of the conditions estipmates of work-loss 
days among currently employed persons under 25 
years of age were quite low. This is due to the 
combined influence of the low prevalence of chron- 
ic conditions in the age group 17-24, and the small 
proportion of the currently employed population 
included in this age interval. Among persons in 
the currently employed population who were 45 
years of age and over, heart conditions were re-
sponsible for the loss of 499.0 condition days per 
1,000 persons per year; arthritis and rheuma- 
tism, 397.8 days per 1,000 persons; and ortho- 
pedic impairments, 333.4 condition days per 
1,000 persons. These rates of work loss are  due 
to the high prevalence of these conditions among 
persons 45 years and over. 

In terms of the number of days lost by cur-
rently employed persons, more work loss oc- 
curred in urban than in rural-farm or  nonfarm 
areas. However, when measured by days of work 
loss per 1,000 currently employed persons, the 
rate of work loss was much higher for persons 

A chronic condition is defined in the Health 
Interview Survey a s  a condition that has lasted 
more than three months, or  is one of the condi- 
tions listed on Cards A and Bof the questionnaire 
(see Appendix 111). Annual estimates of the num- 
ber of days lost from work are  based on the num- 
ber of work-loss days associated with the condi- 
tion during the two-week period prior to the week 
of interview. The chronic condition groups shown 
in this report with equivalent International Clas- 
sification Code Numbers are listed below. 

Condition Groups 

Heart conditions 
High blood pressure 
Varicose veins 
Hemorrhoids 
Other conditions of circulatory system 

Chronic sinusitis 
Chronic bronchitis 
Other conditions of respiratory system 

Tuberculosis, all forms 
Other infective and parasitic diseases 

Headache and migraine 
Peptic ulcer 
Hernia 
Diseases of gallbladder 
Other conditions of digestive system 

Menstrual disorders 
Menopausal disorders 
Other conditions of genitourinary system 

Skin conditions 
Anemia and related conditions 

Asthma-hay fever 
Al l  other allergies 
Goiter and other thyroid conditions 
Diabetes 
Mental and nervous conditions 

Residuals (type unspecified) of &actures 
and dislocations 

Arthritis and rheumatism 
Other diseases of muscles and joints 
Orthopedic impairments 
All other chronic conditions 

For each of these conditions, the number of 
associated work-loss days and thenumber of days 
per 1,000 currently employed persons are shown 
by sex, age, residence, family income, and usual 
activity status in tables 12-16. The average num- 
ber of persons absent from work each day because 
of the listed conditions are  shown by sex and age. 

International 
Classification 
Code Numbers 
1955 Revision 

410-443 

444-447 

460, 462 

461 

400-403,450-456 

463-468, 782 


513 

502 

480-493, 510-512 

514-527, 783 

001-019 

020-138 


354, 791 

540-542 

560-561 

584-586 

530-539, 543-553 

570,572-583,587 

784, 785 


634 

635 

590-633. 636-637 

786,789 

690-716 

290-299 


240-241 

242-245 

250-254 

260 

083, 300-324, 327 


N800-N839 w/.9 

720-727 

730-749 


All other chronic 
condition code 
numbers 
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Family income A l l  ages Under 25 25-44 4 9  

Under $4,000-------------------- 100.0 18.1 37.5 44.4 

$4,00cH------------------------- 100.0 13.0 49.5 37.5 


living in rural-farm areas than for those living in 
urban o r  rural-nonfarm areas (table 14). Condi- 
tions which were major contributors to work loss 
in rural-farm areas included arthritis and rheu- 
matism, conditions of the genitourinary system, 
orthopedic impairments, peptic ulcer, and hernia. 

The rate of work-loss days per 1,000 cur-
rently employed persons for most of the condition 
categories was higher for persons with family in- 
come under $4,000 than for persons with family 
income $4,000 and over (table 15). In particular, 
work loss in the lower income group was high for 
those conditions which are known to be prevalent 
among older persons, such as  heart conditions, 
arthritis and rheumatism, and other diseases of 
the muscles and joints. Of all persons in the in- 
come group under $4,000, 44.4 percent were 45 
years or  older, while only 37.5 percent of those 
in the income group $4,000 and over were 45 years 
or  older. This higher proportion of older per- 
sons in the lower income group accounts to some 
extent for the higher rate of work loss in the low- 
er income group (table C). 

The usual activity status groups shown in 
table 16 consist of persons whose usual activity 
status during the 12-month period prior to inter- 
view was working, keeping house, and other. When 

the population within each of these usual activity 
groups is restricted to persons who worked or 
had a job during the two-week period prior to the 
week of interview, i.e., the currently employed 
population, the rate of work loss per 1,000 cur-
rently employed persons (table 16) represents 
roughly work loss among full-time workers (usu- 
ally working), women who worked part time (keep- 
ing house), and retired persons o r  students who 
worked part time (other). Among the retired per- 
sons in the "other" activity status group are  a 
number of persons who were retired because of 
chronic illness. This would account to some ex- 
tent for the high rate of work loss in the "other" 
group for many of the chronic conditions. 

RELATIVE AMOUNT OF WORK 
LOSS ASSOCIATED WITH ACUTE 

AND CHRONIC CONDITIONS 

It was noted from table 1 that an estimated 
369,889,000 days were lost from work during 
July 1959- June 1960 by currently employed per- 
sons. There were 241,430,000 work-loss days 
associated with acute conditions (table 7), and 

Table D. Proportion of work-loss days due to acute'and to chronic conditions by age: United 

States, July 1959-June 1960 


Work-loss days 


Days lost from work by 

currently employed persons------ 

Work-loss days associated 

with: 

Acute conditions---------- 

Chronic conditions-------- 


Work-loss days associated with 

more than one condition--------- 


I All ages-17+ I 
Number 


in Per-
thou- cent 
sands 

369,889 100.0 

241,430 65.3 
195,722 52.9 

17-24 I 25-44 

Number 

in 


thou-

sands 


36,780 

29,846 
9,751 

2,817 


Number 

Per- in Per-

cent thou- cent 


sands 


100.0 145,171 100 .o 

81.1 102,823 70.8 

26.5 64,528 44.4
i
7.6 22,180 15.2 


4% 

Number 


sands 


42,265 

I I 
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195,722,000 associated with chronic conditions 
(from table 12). A s explained in previous sections of 
this report, the summation of the work-loss days 
ascribed to acute conditions and those associated 
with chronic conditions exceeds the number of 
person work-loss days because it sometimes 
happens that a person loses time from work be- 
cause of concurrent conditions, i.e., two or more 
acute conditions, two or more chronic conditions, 
or  chronic and acute conditions. 

Because of this duplication of days for condi- 
tions, the percentages in table D showing the dis-
tribution of work-loss days among acute and 
chronic conditions add to more than 100 percent. 
The amount by which the summed percentages 

exceed 100 percent (18 percent) represents the 
percentage of work days lost by currently em- 
ployed persons that were associated with more 
than one condition. The percentage of work-loss 
days ascribed to two or more’conditions increased 
consistently with the age of the currently employ- 
ed population (table D). 

If it is assumed that all of the work-loss 
days associated with more than one condition were 
associated with chronic conditions, then the dif- 
ference between 195,722,000 days and 67,263,000 
days (128,459,000 days) represents the minimal 
number of work-loss days (or person-days) as- 
sociated with chronic illness. 

9 
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Table 1. Number of work-loss days and number of work-loss days per currently employed person per 

year by residence, sex, and age: United States, July 1959-June 1960 


[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 

Residence 


Sex and age 
~~ 

All Rural Rural 

areas Urban nonfarm farm 


\ Number of work-loss days per 
Number of work-loss days currently employed person 

in thousands 
 per year 


369,889 231,875 86,451 51,563 5.6 5.5 5.2 6.9-
36,780 24,242 8,045 4,493 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.9 

62,907 .40,184 15,629 7,094 4.5 4.7 3.8 5.6 

82,264 52,977 20,236 9,051 5.2 5.4 4.5 5.5 
87,250 52,336 20,884 14,030 6.1 5.6 6.2 8.6 

69,069 45,146 14,204 9,719 7.5 7.2 7.9 8.4 
31,620 16,991 7,453 7,175 9.9 8.1 13.5 13.3 

-Male 
All ages-l7+----------- 244,374 139,891 63,229 41,254 5.5 5.2 5.5 7.2 

18,854 10,31.9 5,337 3,198 3.3 2.9 4.2 3.9 
40,648 25,167 11,003 4,479 4.1 4.2 3.6 . 4.6 

53,393 31,108 14,840 7,445 5.0 5.0 4.7 6.1 
55,347 28,748 15,468 11,131 5.9 5.0 6.7 8.8 

51,671 33,439 9,909 8,323 8.1 8.1 7.6 8.9 
24,461 11,110 6,672 6,679 11.0 8.2 16.4 14.2 

125,515 91,984 23,222 10,309 5.6 5.9 4.6 6.0 


17,925 13,923 2,708 1,295 4.4 4.9 3.1 3.8 

22,259 15,017 4,626 2,615 5.5 5.7 4.1 9.1 


28,871 21,869 5,396 1,607 5.4 6.2 4.0 3.7 
31,904 23,588 5,417 2,899 6.4 6.7 4.9 7.8 

17,398 11,707 4,294 1,396 6.0 5.4 8.4 6.3 
7,158 5,881 781 49 7 7.4 7.8 5.4 7.2 
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Table 2. Number of work-loss days by region, sex, and age: United States, July 1959-June 1960 

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 

on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix 111 

Region 


1 ISex and age 


I I I I 

Number of work-loss days in thousands 


369,889 105,804 94,982 117,961 51,142 

36,780 10,542 10,020 11,697 4,522 
62,907 15,074 17,210 21,143 9,480 

82,264 23,327 20,904 24,399 13,634 
87,250 23,915 25,586 27,979 9,770 

69,069 24,437 13,795 22,849 7,988 
31,620 8,509 7,468 9,895 5,748 


244,374 68,017 67,046 75,011 34,300 


18,854 4,188 5,710 6,767 2,189 
40,648 9,608 10,887 12,606 7,547 

53,393 15,413 16,198 14,203 7,580 
55,347 14,053 16,944 17,731 6,619 

51,671 19,589 11,333 14,748 6,000 
24,461 5,166 5,974 8,957 4,364 

125,515 37,787 27,936 42,950 16, a42 


17,925 6,353 4,310 4,930 2,332 
22,259 5,466 6,323 8,536 1,933 

I 

28,871 7,914 4,706 ‘10,197 6,055 
31,904 9,863 8,642 10,248 3,150 
17,398 4,848 2,461 8,101 1,988 
7,158 3,343 1,494 938 1,384 

13 



Table 3. N u m b e r  of work-loss days per current ly  employed person per year by region, sex, andage: 

United States ,  Ju ly  1959-June 1960 


[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 

Region 

Sex and age 
Northeast South West,.&iLs I I I I 

Number of work-loss days per current ly  employed 
person per year 

Both sexes 

5.6 5.8 4.9 6.2 5.3 

3.8 4.3 3.4 4.0 3.3 
4.5 4.0 4.3 5.0 4.7 

5.2 5.5 4.5 5.3 5.4 
6.1 5.8 6.3 6.8 4.6 

7.5 8.7 5.0 9.4 6.3 
9.9 10.0 7.1 11.6 12.9 

5.5 5.7 5.0 6 .O 5.3 

3.3 3.2 3.3 3.9 2.6 
4.1 3.6 3.7 4.4 5.4 

5.0 5.5 5.0 4.9 4.5 
5.9 5.6 6.0 6.7 4.9 

8.1 10.4 5.8 9.1 6.9 
11.0 8.7 8.3 15.0 14.1 

5.6 5.9 4.7 6.4 5.1 

4.4 5.7 3.6 4.2 4.2 
5.5 4.9 6.2 6.3 3.3 

5.4 5.6 3.4 6.1 7.2 
6.4 6.3 7.0 7 .O 4.2 

6.0 5.3 3.1 1.0 5.0 
7e . 4  13.3 4.5 3.7 10.2 
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Table 4. Number of work-loss days by family income, sex, and age: United States, July 1959- 

June 1960 


[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix 

Family income 

Sex and age I I I I I 

Number of work-loss days in thousands 

369,889 59,815 81,151 114,520 90,244 24,160 

36,780 
62,907 

6,863 
6,881 

7,891 
15,117 

9,283 
23,012 

9,769 
14,457 

2,973 
3,440 

82,264 
87,250 

8,884 
12,364 

15,274 
17,618 

31,166 
27,458 

22,682 
24,629 

4,258 
5,181 

69,069 
31,620 

11,962 
12,860 

17,354 
7,897 

19,942 
3,658 

14,110 
4,597 

5,701 
2,607 

244,374 40,010 51,426 74,849 60,764 17,326 

18,854 
40,648 

4,879 
3,902 

3,592 
9,465 

4,660 
15,078 

3,677 
9,921 

2,047 
2,283 

53,393 
55,347 

5,991 
7,647 

8,627 
9,945 

21,185 
16,277 

15,213 
17,411 

2,377 
4,066 

51,671
24,461 

7,885 
9,706 

13,285 
6,512 

15,526 
2,122 

10,642 
3,900 

4,332 
2,221 

125,515 19,804 29,726 39,671 29,480 6,834 

17,925 
22,259 

1,984 
2,979 

4,299 
5,652 

4,624 
7,934 

6,092 
4,536 

926 
1,157 

28,871 
31,904 

2,892 
4,717 

6,648 
7,672 

9,981 
11,181 

7,469 
7,218 

1,881 
1,115 

17,398 
7,158 

4,077 
3,154 

4,069 
1,385 

4,416 
1,536 

3,467 
697 

1,369 
386 
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Table 5. Number of work-loss days per currently employed person per year by family income, sex, 

and age: United States, July 1959-June 1960 


[Data are based on household interviews o f  the civilian, noninstitutional population. The  survey design,  general qualifications, and information 
on the reliability o f  the estimates are given in Appendix I.  Definitions o f  terms are given in Appendix I d  

Family income 

Sex and age 

All Under $2,000- $4,000- T$7,00(H unknown 
incomes I$2,000 3,999 6,999I I I I 
Number of work-loss days per currently employed 


person per year 


5.6 8.4 6.5 4.8 4.9 5.3 

3.8 4.9 3.7 2.9 4.3 4.7 
4.5 6.4 5.8 3.9 3.9 4.8 

5.2 7.6 6.1 5.0 4.4 4.4 
6.1 9.1 6.9 5.7 5.5 4.6 

7.5 10.0 8.9 6.6 6.1 7.2 
9.9 14.2 10.3 5.2 8.7 8.9 

5.5 9.8 6.4 4.5 4.9 5.7 

3.3 5.9 2.7 2.5 3.0 5.3 
4.1 5.6 5.1 3.4 3.9 4.6 

5.0 9.2 5.5 4.9 4.4 3.9 
5.9 10.5 6.5 5.0 5.7 5.5 

8.1 12.2 11.0 7.1 6.1 7.5 
11.0 18.5 12.4 4.0 9.1 10.2 

5.6 6.5 6.6 5.4 4.9 4.5 

4.4 3.5 5.2 3.5 5.7 3.8 
5.5 7.7 7.3 5.2 3.9 5.1 

5.4 5.6 7.1 5.4 4.5 5.5 
6.4 7.4 7.6 7.2 5.1 2.8 

6.0 7.4 5.5 5.4 6.1 6.3 
7.4 8.3 5.8 8.9 6.9 5.1 
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Table 6. Number of work-loss days and number of work-loss days per currently employed person per 
year by usual activity-status. sex, and age: United States, July 1959-June 1960 

[Data are based on household interviews o f  the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 
on the reliability o f  the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix 11] 

U s u a l  activity status 
Sex and age 

All Usually Keeping 
activities working house Other 

Number of work-loss days 
in thousands 

Both sexes 

All ages-l7+.--- 369,889 325,174 19,287 25,428 5.6 5.6 4.6 6.7 

36,780 
62,907 

30,356 
56,916 

998 
4,344 

5,126 
1,646 

3.8 
4.5 

4.4 
4.5 

2.4 
4.6 

2.3 
5.3 

82,264 
87,250 

73,726 
78,813 

5,398 
4,364 

3,140 
4,074 

5.2 
6.1 

5.0 
6 .O 

4.7 
5.0 

16.6 
16.8 

69,069 
31,620 

58,591 
26,772 

2,302 
1,881 

8,175 
2,967 

7.5 
9.9 

'6.9 
11.0 

5.0 
6.1 

30.6 
6.7 

Male-
All ages-l7+--- 244,374 222,316 ... 22,058 5.5 5.4 ... 7.8 

18,854 
40,648 

15,496 
39,040 

... ... 3,359 
1,608 

3.3 
4.1 

3.7 
4.0 

... 
0 . .  

2.3 
5.6 

53,393 
55,347 

50,906 
51,885 

... ... 2,487 
3,462 

5.0 
5.9 

4.9 
5.7 

... ... 14.1 
15.6 

51,671 
24,461 

43,496 
21,494 

... ... 8,175 
2,967 

8.1 
11.0 

7.1 
11.7 

... ... 32.2 
7.6 

Female 

All ages-l7+--- 125,515 102,858 19,287 3,370 5.6 6.0 4.6 3.5 

17,925 
22,259 

14,860 
17,876 

998 
4,344 

2,067 
38 

4.4 
'5.5 

5.4 
5.8 

2.4 
4.6 

2.4 
1.7 

28,871 
31,904 

22,821 
26,928 

5,398 
4,364 

653 
612 

5.4 
6.4 

5.5 
6.5 

4.7 
5.0 

50.2 
30.6 

17,398 
7,158 

15,096 
5,278 

2,302 
1,881 

(*I
(*I-

6.0 
7.4 

6.2 
8.7 

5.0 
6.1 

(*I
("I 
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Table 7. Incidence of acute conditions for total and for currently employed population, work-loss days associated with 
acute conditions, and average number of currently employed persons absent f r o m  work each day because of the condi- 
tions by sex: United States, July 1959-June 1960 

[Data are based on household interviews of tbe civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates 
818 given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms me given in Apl lix 111 

Number of 

acute conditions 


1 Among'Sex and acute condition 
 currently 


In thousands 


The "v-s" (NOS)_________-_________10,107 


Both sexes 

All acute conditions------------ 355,150 102,178 

Infective and parasitic diseases------ 

Other infective and parasitic dis- 

Upper respiratory conditions---------- 

Other upper respiratory conditions-- 
Other respiratory conditions' ---------
Digestive system conditions----------- 
Fractures, dislocations, sprains,and 

Open wounds and lacerations----------- 
Contusions and superficial injuries--- 
Other current injuries---------------- 
All other acute conditions------------ 

The "virus" (NOS) -------------------
eases-----------------------------

C m n  cold------------------------- 

strains---------------------------

42,702 
21,915 

20,787 
125,89.4 
99,704 
26,190 
82,012 
18,590 

11,863 
12,996 
10,339 
10,489 
40,265 

- 7,785 
5,829 

32,793 
1,956 

26,978 
5,815 
27,506 
5,867 

5,217 
4,531 

3,576 
11,554 

3,349 

-Male 
All acute conditions------------ 161,564 64,335 

Infective and parasitic diseases------ 19,511 5,182 
3,770 


Other infective and parasitic dis- 

eases----------------------------- 9,404 1,412 


Upper respiratory conditions---------- 57,886 19,859

C-on cold------------------------- 46,326 16,664 

Other upper respiratory conditions-- 11,560 3,195 


Other respiratory conditions'--------- 37,098 17,638 

Digestive system conditions----------- 8,277 3,584 

Fractures, dislocations, sprains,and 


strains--------------------------- 6,353 3,797 

Open wounds and lacerations----------- 8.029 3,547 

Contusions and superficial injuries--- 4,639 2,092 

Other current injuries---------------- 5,960 2,869 

All other acute conditions------------ 13,811 5,767 


Female 


All acute conditions------------ 193,587 37,843 


Infective and parasitic diseases------ 23,191 2,603

The "virus" (NOS) _-__-_-_--___-_-_-_ 2,05911,808 

Other infective and parasitic dis- 

eases----------------------------- 11,383 544 


Upper respiratory conditions---------- 68,007 12.935 

C-on cold------------------------- 53,378 10,315 

Other upper respiratory conditions-- 14,630 2,620 

Other respiratory conditions '---------44,914 9,868 
Digestive system conditions----------- 10,313 2,283 
Fractures, dislocations, sprains,and 

strains--------------------------- 5,511 1,420 

Open wounds and lacerations----------- 4,967 983 

Contusions and superficial injuries--- 5,701 1,257 

Other current injuries---------------- 4,528 706 

All other acute conditions------------ 26,455 5,787 


Conditions per 

1,000 persons 


'Includes pneumonin, influenza, acute bronchitis, aid other *cute conditions of the lower respiratory tract. 

Work-loss days . 
associated with 
acute conditions 

iverage number 

,f currently 

mployed per- 

sons absent 

Erom work each 
lay because of 
:he conditions 
(work-loss 

days/245.

in thousands) 


985 


70 

53 


17 

157 

124 

33 

325 

71 


119 

30 

48 

46 

120 


618 


47 

35 


12 

92 

72 

19 

198 

54 


81 

20 

26 

33 

66 


368 


23 

18 


5 
65 

52 

13 

127 

17 


38 

10 

21 

12 

54 


rota1 


,033.8 

244.5 

125.5 


119.o 
721 .O 
571 .O 
150 .O 
469.7 

106.5 


67.9 

74.4 

59.2 

60.1 

230.6 


,901.2 

229.6 

118.9 


110.7 

681.2 

545.1 

136.O 
436.6 

97.4 


74.8 

94.5 

54.6 

70.1 

162.5 


,159.6
-
258.7 

131.7 


127 .O 
758.7 

595.5 

163.2 

501.0 

115.0 


61.5 

55.4 

63.6 

50.5 

295.1 


Currently 

employed


17+ 


1,537.1 


117.1 

87.7 


29.4 

493.3 

405.8 

87.5 

413.8 

88.3 


78.5 

68.2 

50.4 

53.8 

173.8 


456.6
-
117.3 

85.4 


32.O 
449.6 

377.3 

72.3 

399.3 

81.1 


86 .O 
80.3 

47.4 

65.O 
130.6 


1,696.5 


116.7 

92.3 


24.4 

579.9 

462.4 

117.5 

442.4 

102.3 


63.7 

44.1 

56.4 

31.7 

259.4 


Number 

17i 


Cn thou- 

sands 


241,430 


17,248 

13,106 


4,142 

38,357 

30,365 

7,992 

79,586 

17,479 


29,246 

7,384 

11,688 

11,151 

29,291 


151,324 


11,546 

8,674 


2.872 

22,467 

17,705 

4,762 

48,406 

13.250 


19,953 

4,913 

6,475 

8,182 

16,132 


90,106 


5,702 

4,432 


1,270 

15,890 

12,660 

3,230 

31,180 

4,229 


9,293 

2,471 

5,212 

2,969 

13,160 


Days per 

Case among 

Currently 

employed 

persons 


2.4 


2.2 

2.2 


2.1 

1.2 

1.1 

1.4 

2.9 

3 .O 

5.6 

1.6 

3.5 

3.1 

2.5 


2.4 


2.2 

2.3 


2 .O 
1.1 

1.1 

1.5 

2.7 

3.7 


5.3 

1.4 

3.1 

2.9 

2.8 


2.4 


2.2 

2.2 


2.3 

1.2 

1.2 

1.2 

3.2 

1.9 


6.5 

2.5 

4.1 

4.2 

2.3 
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Table 8. Incidence of acute conditions for total and for currently employed population, work-loss days associated with 

acute conditions, and average number of currently employed persons absent from work each day because of the condi- 

tions by age: United States, July 1959-June 1960 


[Data are based on household interviews of  the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications. and information on thereliabilityofthe estimates 
are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix Ill 

Work-loss days 

associated with 

acute conditions 


Number of 

acute conditions 


Age and acute conditlon Among

currently 


Total 

persons 


17+ 

In thousands 


Under 25 


All acute conditions------------ 205,624 16,068
1 

Infective and parasitic diseases------ 30.541 1,172

m e  "virus" (NOS) _--------_--_______12,465 743 

Other infective and parasitic dis- 

eases-----------------------------
 18,076 430 


Upper respiratory conditions---------- 80.018 5,468

Cornon cold------------------------- 
 61,012 4,212

Other upper respiratory conditions-- 19,006 1,256


Other respiratory conditionsl--------- 39,352 3,234

Digestive system conditions----------- 10,549 1,126

Fractures, dislocations, sprains, and 


strains------------'--------------- 5,082 916 

Open wounds and lacerations----------- 8,165 1,059

Contusions and superficial injuries--- 5,053 417 

Other current injuries---------------- 6,016 688 

All other acute conditions------------ 20 * 848 1,987 


25-44 


All acute conditions------------ 79,745 49,076 


Infective and parasitic diseases------ 7,546 4,307

The "virus" (NOS) _--------_--_--_--- 5,851 3,368
Other infective and parasitic dis- 
 I 

eases----------------------------- 1,695 9 39 


Upper respiratory conditions---------- 23,303 14,959

Common cold------------------------- 
 18,905 12,085

Other upper respiratory conditions-- 4.398 2.873 

Other respiratory conditions'--------- 22;478 13;945
Digestive system conditions----------- 4,321 2.859 
Fractures, dislocations, sprains, and 

strains---------------------------
 3,347 2,278

Open wounds and lacerations----------- 2,773 2,047

Contusions and superficial injuries--- 2,292 1,529

Other current injuries---------------- 2,368 1,762

All other acute conditions------------ 11,317 5,340 


-45+ 
All acute conditions------------ 


Infective and parasitic diseases------ 4,616 2,306

The "vifus" (NOS) _---__-----_--_-___3,600 1,719
Other infective and parasitic dis- 

eases----------------------------- 1,016 587 


Upper respiratory conditions---------- 22,573 12,366

C-on cold-------------------------
 19,787 10,681

Other upper respiratory conditions-- 2,785 1,685


Other respiratory conditions '---------
20,181 10,276

Digestive system conditions----------- 3,720 1,882

Fractures, dislocations, sprains, and 


strains---------------------------
 3,434 2,023

Open wounds and lacerations----------- 2,058 1,425

Contusions and superficial injuries--- 2,994 1,403

Other current injuries---------------- 2,105 1,126

All other acute conditions------------ 8,100 4,227 


Conditions per 

1,000 persons 


Currentlg 


4verage number 

>f currently 

mployed per- 

sons absent 


Erom work each 
iay because of 

the conditions 

(work-loss 

daysl245,

in thousands) 


122 


11 

8 


3 

27 

19 

8 

36 

8 


10 

3 

6 

4 

16 


420 


36 

29 


7 

64 

49 

15 


124 

40 


51 

20 

13 

20 

51 


444 


23 

16 


7 

65 

55 

10 

164 

23 


58 

7 


28 

22 

52 


2,623.7 


389.7 

159.1 


230.6 
1,021 .o 

778.5 

242.5 

502.1 

134.6 


64.8 

104.2 

64.5 

76.8 

266.0 


166.2 

128.8 


37.3 

513.2 

416.3 

96.9 


495.0 

95.2 


73.7 

61.1 

50.5 

52.1 


249.2 


1,372.5 


90 .8 

70.8 


20 .o 
444.0 

389.2 

54.8 

396.9 

73.2 


67.5 

40.51 

58.9 

41.4 

159.31 


1,660.9 


121.1 

76.8 


44.4 

565.2 

435.4 

129 .a 
334.3 

116.4 


94.7 

109.5 

43.1 

71.1 

205.4 


143.6 

112.3 


31;3 

498.7 

402.9 

95.8 


466.5 

95.3 


75.9 

68.2 

51 .O 
58.7 

178.0 


1,381.8 


86.0 

64.1 


21.9 

461.4 

398.5 

62.9 

383.4 

70.2 


75.5 

53.2 

52.3 

42 .O 
157.7 


Number 

17+ 


In thou- 

sands 


29,846 


2,711 

2,065 


646 

6,645 

4,698 

1,947 

8,928 

1,951 


2.488 

669 


1,587 

885 


3,982 


102,823 


8,863 

7,157 


1,706 

15,705 

12,078 

3,628 


30,367 

9,789 


12,454 

5,008 

3,173 

4,851 

12,613 


108.761 


5,674 

3,883 


1,791 

16,006 

13,589 

2,417 


40.291 

5.739 


14,304 

1,707 

6,927 

5,414 


12,699 


Days per 

case among 

currently

employed 

persons 


1.9 


2.3 

2.8 


1.5 

1.2 

1.1 

1.6 

2.8 

1.7 


2.7 

0.6 

3.8 

1.3 

2 .o 

2.1 


2.1 

2.1 


1.8 

1 .o 
1 .o 
1.3 

2.2 

3.4 


5.5 

2.4 

2.1 

2.8 

2.4 


2.9 


2.5 

2.3 


3.1 

1.3 

1.3 

1.4 

3.9 

3 .O 

7.1 

1.2 

4.9 

4.8 

3.O 


'Includes pneumonia, influenza, acute bronchitis, a d  other acute conditions of the lower respiratory tract. 
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Table 9. Incidence of acute conditions for total and for currently employed population, work-loss days associated with 

acute conditions, and average number of currently employed persons absent from work each day because of the condi- 

tions by usual activity status: United States, July 1959-June 1960 

[Data are based on household interviews o f  the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, qenere.1 qualifications, andinfomationon the reliabilityof the estimates 
are given in  Appendix 1. Definitions of terms are 8iven in Appendix E] 

Usual activity status 
and acute condition 

Total 

Number of 
acute conditions 

Among
currently
employed 
persons

17+ 

Conditions per 
1,000 persons 

Total 
Currently 
employed 

17+ 

Work-loss days 
associated with 
acute conditions 

Number 
17+ 

Cn thou- 
sands 

Days per 
case among 
currently
employed 
persons 

Average number 
of currently 
employed per- 
sons absent 

from work each 
day because of 
the conditions 
(work-loss 
days1245, 
in thousands) 

Usually working-17+ -
All acute conditions------------ I 93,363 88,395 1,522.8 1,510.4 219,690 2.5 897 

Infective and parasitic diseases------ 

Other infective and parasitic dis- 

Upper respiratory conditions---------- 

Other upper respiratory conditions-- 
Other respiratory conditions' ---------
Digestive system conditions----------- 
Fractures, dislocations, sprains, and 

Open wounds and lacerations----------- 
Contusions and superficial injuries--- 
Other current injuries---------------- 
All other acute conditions------------ 

The "v&us" (NOS) -----------_-------
eases-----------------------------

C-on cold-------------------------

strains---------------------------

7,028 
5,108 

1,921 

4,947 
25,555 

29,250 
24,303 

5,165 

4,856 

3,121 
4,245 

3,549 
10,594 

4,925 

1,815 
27,937 
23,146 
4.790 
24,086 
5,093 

4,664 
4,096 
2,909 
3,476 

6,740 

9,394 

114.6 
83.3 

31.3 
477.1 
396.4 
80.7 

416.8 
84.2 

79.2 
69.2 
50.9 
57.9 
172.8 

115.2 
84.2 

31.O 
477.3 
395.5 
81.8 

411.5 
87 .o 
79.7 
70.O 
49.7 
59.4 

160.5 

15,345 
11,377 

3,968 
33,360 
25,854 
7,506 

72.555 
16,797 

27,221 
6,701 
10,405 
10,637 
26,669 

2.3 
2.3 

2.2 
1.2 
1.1 
1.6 
3 .O 
3.3 

5.8 
1.6 
3.6 
3.1 
2.8 

-

63 
46 

16 
136 
106 
31 

296 
69 

111 
27 
42 
43 
109 

Keeping house-17+ 

A l l  acute conditions------------ I 66.654 8,369 1,828.3 2,011.3 12,229 1.5 50 

Infective and parasitic diseases------ 

Other infective and parasitic dis- 

Upper respiratory conditions---------- 

Other upper respiratory conditions-- 
Other respiratory conditiond--------- 
Digestive system conditions----------- 
Fractures, dislocations, sprains, and 

Open wounds and lacerations----------- 
Contusions and superficial injuries--- 
Other current injuries---------------- 
All other acute conditions------------ 

The "virus" (NOS) - -_____-__- -____-__ 
eases-----------------------------

C-on cold-------------------------

strains---------------------------

6,199 
5,083 

1,116 
19,098 
15,679 
3,419 

18,641 
3,529 

2,332 
1,366 
2,449 
1,289 

11,751 

828 
756 

(*)
2,518 
1,944 

574 
2,452 

435 

217 
175 
296 

1,414
(*) 

170.O 
139.4 

30.6 
523.9 
430.1 
93.8 
511.3 
96.8 

64.0 
37.5 
67.2 
35.4 

322.3 

199 .O 
181.7 

(*)
605.1 
467.2 
137.9 
589.3 
104.5 

52.2 
42.1 
71.1 
(*)

339 .8 

1,800 

(*) 
1,729 

2,376 
2,145 

231 

412 

1,013 
471 
867 

1,357 

3,572 

(*) 

2.2 
2.3 

(*)
0.9 
1.1 
0.4 
1.5 
0.9 

4.7 
2.7 
2.9 
(*)
1 .o 

7 
7 

(*)
10 
9 
1 

15 
2 

4 
2 
4 

6
(*) 

Other-
All acute conditions;----------- P= 

Infective and parasitic diseases------ 

Other infective and parasitic dis- 

Upper respiratory conditions---------- 

Other upper respiratory conditions-- 
Other respiratory conditions1 ---------
Digestive system conditions----------- 
Fractures, dislocations, sprains, and 

Open wounds and lacerations----------- 
Contusions and superficial injuries--- 
Other current injuries---------------- 
All other acute conditions------------ 

The "virus" (NOS) ------_------------
eases-----------------------------

C-on cold-------------------------

strains---------------------------

29.475 
11,725 

17,751 
77,545 
59.722 

9,895 

4,675 
7,385 
4,769 
5,651 
17,922 

17,823 
37,816 

I 

5,414 

(*) 
(*) 

(*)
2,339 
1,889 
450 
967 
(*) 

(*) 
(*) 
(*) 

336 

746 

2,539.0 

383.5 
152.6 

231.0 
1,009 .O 

777.1 
231.9 
492.0 
128.8 

60.8 
96.1 
62.1 
73.5 

233.2 

1,430.4 

(*)
(*) 
(*)

618 .O 
499.1 
118.9 
255.5 

(*) 

(*)
(*)
(*) 

88.8 

197.1 

9,511 

(*) 
(*) 
(*)

2,621 
2,366 

254 
3,459 

(*) 
1.012 

(*)
(*) 
(*)

1,268 

1.8 

(*) 
(*) 

(*)
1.1 
1.3 
0.6 
3.6 
(*) 

(*)
(*) 
(*) 

3 .O 

1.7 
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ltncludes pneumonia, influenza, acute bronchitis, and other acute con l i t ions  of the lower respiratory tract. 
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Table 10. Incidence of acute conditions for total and for currently employed population, and work-loss days associated 
with acute conditions by residence: United States, July 1959-June 1960 

, 

[aabare based on household interviews o f  the civi l ian,  noninstitutional population. The survey design,  general qual i f icat ions,  and information on the rel iabi l i tyofthe e s t imates  
are c iven  in Appendix I. Definitions o f  Lerms are given in Appendix U] 

~ 

Work-loss days 

Number of Conditions per associated with 


acute conditions 1,000 persons acute conditions 


-.,. 
Residence and acute condition Days per 


currently Number
Currently case among 

Total employed 17i currently
In thou- 


17i employed
sands
-. persons
In thousands 


Urban
-
All acute conditions--------------- 208,582 64,316 1,989.3 1,514.2 157,848 2.5 


Infective and parasitic diseases--------- 25,341 5,274 241.7 124.2 13,593 2.6 

The "virus" (NOS) ---------__-_--_--_--- 14,633 4,118 139.6 97 .o '10,392 2.5 
Other infective and parasitic diseases- LO,708 1,156 102.1 27.2 3,201 2.8 

Upper respiratory conditions------------- 76,238 21,154 727.1 498 .a 24,304 1.1 
C-on cold---------------------------- 61,153 17,421 583.2 410.2 19,146 1.1 
Other upper respiratory conditions----- 15,085 3,733 143.9 87.9 5,158 1.4 

Other respiratory conditions' ------------ 45,276 16,88! 431.8 397.4 47,993 2.8 
Digestive system conditions-------------- 11,695 3,800 111.5 89.5 12,874 3.4 
Fractures, dislocations, sprains, and 

strains-------------;----------------- 7,465 3,658 71.2 86.1 18,955 5.2 
Open wounds and lacerations-------------- 7,014 2,422 66.9 57 .a 3,864 1.6 
Contusions and superficial injuries------ 6,424 1,948 61.3 45.9 9,665 5.O 
Other current injuries------------------- 6,130 2,066 58.5 48.6 7,081 3.4 
All other acute conditions--------------- 22,999 7,114 219.3 167.5 19,519 2.7 

Rural nonfarm 


All acute conditions--------------- 107,522 27,203 2,230.5 1,640.e 56,512 2.1 


Infective and parasitic diseases-------.-- 14,377 2,101 298.2 126.7 3,142 1.5 

The "virus" (NOS) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  6,607 1,530 137.1 92.3 2,676 1.7 
Other infective and parasitic diseases- 7,771 571 161.2 34.4 466 0.8 

Upper respiratory conditions------------- 37,251 8,990 772.8 542.3 11,799 1.3 
Cornon cold---------------------------- 28,180 7,338 584.6 442.6 9,457 1.3 
Other upper respiratory conditions----- 9,071 1,651 188.2 99.6 2,342 1.4 

Other respiratory conditions '------------ 24,519 7,651 508.6 461.5 20,375 2.7 
Digestive system conditions-------------- 5,118 1,352 106.2 81.5 2,548 1.9 

Fractures, dislocations, sprains,and 


strains------------------------------ 3,383 1,227 70.2 74.0 6,914 5.6 

Open wounds and lacerations-------------- 3,971 1,353 82.4 81.2 1,747 1.3 

Contusions and superficial injuries------ 2,698 938 56.O 56.2 450 0.5 

Other current injuries------------------- 3,146 368 65.3 22.i ' 3,372 9.2 
All other acute conditions--------------- 13,059 3,224 270.9 194.: 6,165 1.9 

Rural farm 


All acute conditions--------------- 39,046 10,659 1,810.7 1.436.5 27.071 2.5 


Infective and parasitic diseases--------- 2,985 411 138.4 55.L ' 513 1.2 
The "virus" (NOS) _ _ _ _ _ _ - ~ _ ~ - - _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _676 (*I 31.3 (*I (*) (*)

Other infective and parasitic diseases- 2,309 (*) 107.1 (*) (*) (*)


Upper respiratory conditions------------- 12,404 2,650 575.2 357.1 2,253 0.9 

C-on cold---------------------------- 10,371 2,220 480.9 299.; 1,762 0.8 

Other upper respiratory conditions----- 2,034 430 94.3 58 .c 49 1 1.1 

Other respiratory conditions'------------ 12,217 2,974 566.5 400.t 11,218 : 3.8 
Digestive system conditions-------------- 1,776 715 82.4 96.L 2,056 2.9 
Fractures, dislocations, sprains, and 

strains------------------------------ 1,016 332 47.1 44.i 3,377 10.2 
Open wounds and lacerations-------------- 2,011 755 93.3 101.t 1,773 2.3 
Contusions and superficial injuries------ 1,217 464 56.4 62.: 1,572 3.4 
Other current injuries------------------- 1,213 1,141 56.3 153.t 697 0.6 
All other acute conditions--------------- 4,207 1,216 195.1 163.5 3,612 3.O 

'Includes pneumonia, inf luenza,  acute bronchitis, md other acutp conditions o f  the lower respirnlory tract. 
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Table 11. Incidence of acute conditions for total and for currently employed population and work- 

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian. noninstitutional population. The survey des ip ,general  qualifica- 

Work-loss days 
Number of Conditions per 
 associated with 
acute conditions 1,000 persons 
 acute conditions 


Geographic region and 
 Days per' 
Number
acute condition currently 
 case among 
Currently 1 7+ 
Total 
 current 1 y
employed In thou- 
persons 
 employed
17+ sands 

persons


In thousands 


Northeast 

All acute conditions------- 91,044 25,872 2,018.0 1,420.4 65,041 2.5 

Infective and parasitic diseases- 

Other infective and parasitic 

Upper respiratory conditions----- 

Other upper respiratory condi- 

Other respiratory conditions'---- 
Digestive system conditions------ 
Fractures, dislocations, sprains, 

Open wounds and lacerations------ 
Contusions and superficial in- 

Other current injuries----------- 
All other acute conditions------- 

m e  "virus" (NOS) ------ - - ------
diseases---------------------

C-on cold--------------------

tions------------------------

and strains------------------ 

juries-----------------------

17,094 
12,546 

4,548 
37,713 
29,839 

7,873 
11,356 
4,148 

2,946 
3,080 

2,072 
2,865 
9,770 

3,885 
3,552 

333 
10,216 
8,458 

1,758 
4,051 
1,290 

1,259 
87 2 

561 
816 

2,920 

378.9 
278.1 

100.8 
835.9 
661.4 

174.5 
251.7 
91.9 

65.3 
68.3 

45.9 
63.5 
216.6 

213.3 
195 .O 

18.3 
560.9 
464.4 

96.5 
222.4 
70.8 

69.1 
47.9 

30.8 
44.8 
160.3 

9,905 
9,232 

673 
12,864 
10,219 

2,645 
12,998 
3,850 

6,954 
2,281 

4,305 
3,707 
8,177 

2.5 
2.6 

2.o 
1.3 
1.2 

1.5 
3.2 
3 .O 

5.5 
2.6 

7.7 
4.5 
2.8 

North Central 

All acute conditions------- LOO. 360 28,647 1.948.2 1,476.9 62,823 2.2 

Infective and parasitic diseases- 

Other infective and parasitic 

Upper respiratory conditions----- 

Other upper respiratory condi- 

Other respiratory conditions'---- 
Digestive system conditions------ 
Fractures, dislocations, sprains, 

Open wounds and lacerations------ 
Contusions and superficial in- 

Other current injuries----------- 
All other acute conditions------- 

m e  "virus" (NOS) --------------
diseases---------------------

C-on cold--------------------

tions------------------------

and strains------------------ 

juries-----------------------

8,329 
1,641 

6,688 
34,209 
27,343 

6,866 
27,726 
5,006 

3,381 
4,116 

3,392 
2,876 

11,325 

782 
320 

462 
8,915 
7,384 

1,531 
9,324 
1,490 

1,311 
1,308 

1,251 
1,152 
3,115 

161.7 
31.9 

129.8 
664.1 
530.8 

133.3 
538.2 
97.2 

65.6 
79.9 

65.8 
55.8 
219.8 

40.3 
16.5 

23.8 
459.6 
380.7 

78.9 
480.7 
76.8 

67.6 
67.4 

64.5 
59.4 
160.6 

1,988 
566 

1,423 
8,545 
6,863 

1,682 
21,832 
7,871 

10,102 
1,677 

2;641 

6,045 
2,122 

2.5 
1.8 

3.1 
1 .o 
0.9 

1.1 
2.3 
5.3 

7.7 
1.3 

2.1 
1.8 
1.9 

'Includes pneumonia, influenza, acute bronchitis, and other acute conditions of the lower respiratory tract. 
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loss daysassociated with acute conditions bygeographic region: United States, July 1959-June 1960 
tions, and information on the reliability oftheestimates aregiven in Appendix I. Definitionsoftems are given in Appendix 113 

Work-loss days 
Number of Conditions per 
 associated with 
acute conditions 1,000 persons 
 acute conditions 


Geographic region and 
acute condition 

employed-
personsI 17+ 

Total Currently 
employed

17+ 

Number 
1 7+ 

In thou- 
sands 

Days per 
case among 
currently 
employed 

In thousands persons 

South 

All acute conditions------- 103,435 29,024 1,982.3 1,517.2 74,002 2.5 

Infective and parasitic diseases- 

Other infective and parasitic 

Upper respiratory conditions----- 

Other upper respiratory condi- 

Other respiratory conditions l----
Digestive system conditions------ 
Fractures, dislocations, sprains, 

Open wounds and lacerations------ 
Contusions and superficial 

Other current injuries----------- 
All other acute conditions------- 

The 'IviTus" (NOS) --------------
diseases---------------------

Common cold-------------------- 

tions------------------------

and strains------------------ 

injuries---------------------

13,138 
6,993 

6,144 
34,734 
27,908 
6,826 
24,120 
6,594 

2,508 
3,900 

2,262 
2,783 
13,396 

2,374 
1,784 

590 
8,611 
7,275 

1,336 
7,421 
2,449 
1,226 
1,765 

452 
995 

3,733 

251.8 
134.0 

117.7 
665.7 
534.9 

130.8 
462.3 
126.4 

48.1 
74.7 

43.4 
53.3 
256.7 

124.1 
93.3 

30.8 
450.1 
380.3 

69.8 
387.9 
128.O 

64.1 
92.3 

23.6 
52.0 
195.1 

3,450 
2,644 
80 6 

12,062 
9,830 

2,232 
26,188 
4,544 

7,194 
2,972 

1,901 
4,054 
11,637 

1.5 
1.5 

1.4 
1.4 
1.4 

1.7 
3.5 
1.9 

5.9 
1.7 

4.2 
4.1 
3.1 

West-
All acute conditions------- 60,312 18,635 2,336.4 1,914.8 39,564 2.1 

Infective and parasitic diseases- - The "virus" (NOS)-------------- 4,142 
735 

744 
173 

160.5 
28.5 

76.4 
17.8 

1,905 
664 

2.6 
3.8 

Other infective and parasitic 

Upper respiratory conditions----- 

Other upper respiratory condi- 

Other respiratory conditions'---- 
Digestive system conditions------ 
Fractures, dislocations, sprains, 

Open wounds and lacerations------ 
Contusions and superficial 

Other current injuries----------- 
All other acute conditions------- 

diseases---------------------

C-on cold--------------------

tions------------------------

and strains------------------ 

. .  .~niuries---------------------

3,407 
19,237 
14,614 

4,624 
18,810 
2,842 

3,028 
1,900 

2,613 
1,965 
5,775 

57 1 
5,052 
3,862 

1,189 
6,710 
639 

1,421 
586 

1,385 
612 

1,787 

132.O 
745.2 
566.1 

179.1 
728.7 
110.1 

117.3 
73.6 

101.2 
76.1 
223.7 

58.7 
519.1 
396.8 

122.2 
689.5 
65.7 

146.O 
60.2 

111.5 
62.9 
183.6 

'1,241 
4,886 
3,454 
1,432 
18,569 
1,215 
4,997 
453 

2,841 
1,268 
3,430 

2.2 
1 .o 
0.9 

1.2 
2.8 
1.9 

3.5 
0.8 

2.6 
2.1 
1.9 

2 3  



Table 12. Number of work-loss days associated with chronic conditions, work-loss days per 1,000

currently employed persons per year, and average number of currently employed persons absent 

from work each day because of the conditions for selected chronic conditions by sex: United 

States, July 1959-June 1960 


[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix ii] 

~~ ~ 

Selected chronic conditions 

Number of work-loss 
days associated with 
chronic conditions 

(in thousands) 

Work-loss days per 
1,000 currently

employed persons 
per year 

Average number of 
currently employed 
persons absent from 
rork each day because 
of the conditions 
(work-loss days/245, 

in thousands) -
Both 
sexes Male Fe-

male 
Both 
sexes Male Fe-

male 
Both 
sexes Male Fe-

male 
- - -

Heart conditions------------- 
High blood pressure---------- 
Varicose veins--------------- 
Hemorrhoids------------------
Other conditions of circula- 

15,323 
7,327 
1,973 
5,518 

12,822 
3,859 
765 

3,694 

2,501 
3,468 
1,208 
1,825 

230.5 
110.2 
29.7 
83.O 

290.3 
87.4 
17.3 
83.6 

112.1 
155.5 
54.2 
81.8 

63 
30 
8 
23 

52 
16 
3 
15 

10 
14 
5 
7 

tory system----------------- 4,262 2,813 1,449 64.1 63.7 65.O 17 11 6 

Chronic sinusitis------------ 
Chronic bronchitis----------- 
Other conditions of respira- 
tory system----------------- 

Tuberculosis, all forms------ 
Other infective and para- 
sitic diseases-------------- 

5,003 
3,512 

3.,753 
20 5 

2,546 

3,152 
2,964 

2,954 
205 

1,438 

1,851 
548 

799 
(*I 

1,107 

75.3 
52.8 

56.5 
3.1 

38.3 

71.4 
67.1 

66.9 
4.6 

32.6 

83.O 
24.6 

35.8 
(*) 

49.6 

20 
14 

15 
1 

10 

13 
12 

12 
1 

6 

8 
2 

3 
(*) 
5 

Headache and migraine-------- 
peptic ulcer----------------- 
Hernia-----------------------
Diseases of gallbladder------ 
Other conditions of digestive 
system----------------------

1,718 
10,295 
6,503 
2,519 

8,673 

778 
8,317 
6,103 
1,778 

6,451 

941 
1,978 
40 1 
741 

2,222 

25.8 
154.9 
97.8 
37.9 

130.5 

17.6 
188.3 
138.2 
40.3 

146.1 

42.2 
88.7 
18.o 
33.2 

99.6 

7 
42 
27 
10 

35 

3 
34 
25 
7 

26 

4 
8 
2 
3 

9 

Menstrual disorders---------- 
Menopausal disorders--------- 
Other conditions of genito- 

Skin conditions-------------- 
Anemia and related condi- 

.urinary system-------------- 

1,274 
888 

12,555 
3,347 

... ... 
6,659 
1,009 

1,274 
888 

5,896 
2,338 

19.2 
13.4 

188.9 
50.4 

... ... 
150.8 
22.8 

57.1 
39.8 

264.3 
104.8 

5 
4 

51 
14 

... ... 
27 
4 

.5 
4 

24 
10 

tions----------------------- 436 (*) 402 6.6 (*) 18.o 2 (*I 2 

9,427 
245 

6,506 
173 

2,921 
(*I 

141.8 
3.7 

147.3 
3.9 

131.O 
(*I 

38 
1 

27 
1 

12 
(*I 

936 
2,180 

(*)
1,891 

863 
289 

14.1 
32.8 

(*I
42.8 

38.7 
13.O 

4 
9 

(*I
8 

4 
1 

9,769 7,425 2,344 147.O 168.1 105.1 40 30 10 

Residuals of fractures and 

Arthritis and rheumatism----- 
Other diseases of muscles 

dislocations---------------- 3,158 
12,108 

2,467 
8,791 

691 
3,317 

47.5 
182.1 

55.9 
199 .o 

31.O 
148.7 

13 
49 

10 
36 

3 
14 

Orthopedic impairments------- 
and joints------------------ 8,929 

17,416 
7,666 
13,767 

1,263 
3,650 

134.3 
262.0 

173.6 
311.7 

56.6 
163.6 

36 
71 

31 
56 

5 
15 

All other chronic conditions- 33,924 22,601 11,321 510.3 511.7 507.5 138 92 46 
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Table 13. Number of work-loss days associated with chronic conditions, work-loss days per 1,000 
currently employed persons per year, and average number of currently employed persons absent 

, from work each day because of the conditions for selected chronic conditions by-age: United 
States, July 1959-June 1960 


[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appedix  I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II] 

Selected chronic conditions 

Number of work-loss 
days associated with 
chronic conditions 

(in thousands) 

Work-loss days per 
1,000 currently 
employed persons 

per year 

--

Average number of 
currently employed 
persons absent from 
rork each day because 
of the conditions 
(work-loss daysl245, 

in thou sands) 

Under 
25 

Under 
25 25-44 4% Under 

25 25-44 4% 

(*I 

(*) 

240 
348 

1,950 
2,395 
183 

1,839 

13,373 
4,692 
1,442 
3,680 

(*I 

(*I 

24.8 
36.O 

65.O 
79.8 
6.1 
61.3 

499.c 
175.1 
53.E 
137.: 

(*)
1 
1 

(*) 

8 
10 
1 
8 

55 
19 
6 
15 

(*I 1,194 3,003 (*I 39.8 112.c (*) 5 12 

20 9 
199 

2,359 
1,126 

2,435 
2,187 

21.6 
20.6 

78.6 
37.5 

90.s 
81.t 

1 
1 

10 
5 

10 
9 

213 
(*I 

1,541 
(*) 

1,998 
136 

22.o 
(*I 

51.4 
(*) 

74.1 
5.1 

1 
(*I 

6 
(*I 

8 
1 

(*) 1,147 1,292 (*) 38.2 48.2 (*I 5 5 

(*I 

(*I
(*I 

470 
1,037 
3,285 
1,822 
969 

681 
6,540 
4,682 
1,550 

(*) 
(*I
(*I 

48.6 
34.6 
109.5 
60.7 
32.3 

25.L 
244.C 
174.i 
57.t 

(*) 
(*> 
(*) 
2 

4 
13 

7 
4 

3 
27 
19 
6 

442 4,413 3,817 45.7 147.1 142.L 2 18 16 

321 
(*I 

563 
394 

390 
494 

33.2 
(*I 

18.8 
13.1 

14.t 
18.L 

1 
(*) 

2 
2 

2 
2 

1,136 
1,065

(*I 

4,431 
366
(*I 

6,988 
1,916 
402 

117.4 
110.1 

(*I 

147.7 
12.2 

(*I 

260.i 
71.I 
15.( 

5 
4 

(*I 

18 

(*I 
1 

29 
8 
2 

Asth-hay fever--------------- 
All other allergies------------ 
Goiter and other thyroid con- 
ditions-----------------------
Diabetes-----------------------
Mental and nervous conditions-- 

1,009 
(*I 

(*I
(*I
459 

2,211 
(*) 

400 
191 

4,894 

6,207 
(*I 
536 

1,989 
4,416 

(*I 

(*)
(*I

47.4 

104.3 
(*I 

73.7 

13.3 
6.4 

163.1 

231.f 
(*I 
20.( 
74.; 
164.1 

(*) 

(4)
(*I
2 

4 
(*I 
9 

2 
1 
20 

25 
(*I 
2 
8 
18 

, 
Residyals of fractures and dis- 

Arthritis and rheumatism------- 
Other diseases of muscles and 

Orthopedic impairments--------- 

locations---------------------

joints------------------------

(*I
19 2 

47 2 
1,656 

1,240 
1,254 

4,671 
6,826 

1,919 
10,662 

3,786 
8,935 

(*I
19.8 

48.8 
171.2 

41.3 
41.8 

155.7 
227.5 

71.t 
397.t 

141.: 
333.l 

(*I
1 

2 
7 

5 
5 

19 
28 

8 
44 

15 
36 

All other chronic conditions--- 1,077 1,654 21,192 111.3 388.5 790.; 4 48 86 
-
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Table 14. Number of work-loss days associated with chronic conditions and work-loss days per 

1,000 currently employed persons per year for selected chronic conditions by residence: United 

States, July 1959-June 1960 


' [Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II] 

Number of work-loss 
 Work-loss days per 1,000 
days associated with 
 currently employed persons 
chronic conditions 
 per year 
(in thousands) 
Selected chronic conditions 


Urban Rural 
nonfarm 

Rural 
farm Urban Rural 

nonfarm 
Rural 
farm 

9,930 
4,709 
1,088 
1,888 

3,899 
1,506 
175 

2,191 

1,494 
1,112 
7 10 

1,440 

233.8 
110.9 
25.6 
44.5 

235.2 
90.8 
10.6 
132.2 

201.3 
149.9 
95.7 
194.1 

3,121 1,070 (*I 73.5 64.5 (*I 
2,722 
1,916 

1,677 
883 

604 
712 

64.1 
45.1 

101.2 
53.3 

81.4 
96 .O 

1,774 
(*) 

533 
(*I 

1,445 
136 

41.8 
(*I 

32.1 
(*I 

194.7 
18.3 

1,285 1,140 (*I 30.3 68.8 (*I 
975 432 312 23.O 26.1 42 .O 

6,897 
3,381 
1,373 
4,318 

1,794 
1,662 
547 

3,047 

1,604 
1,461 
599 

1,308 

162.4 
79.6 
32.3 
101.7 

108.2 
100.2 
33 .O 
183.8 

216.2 
196.9 
80.7 
176.3 

647 500 127 15.2 30.2 17.1 
508 231 150 12.o 13.9 20.2 

7,125 
2,570 
289 

3,269 
277 
(*I 

2,161 
500 
146 

167.7 
60.5 
6.8 

197.2 
16.7 
(*) 

291.2 
67.4 
19.7 

5,062 

153 
783 

(*I 

5,997 

3,075 
137 
7 10 
222 

2,515 

1,289 
(*I
(*I

1,175 
1,257 

119.2 

3.6 
18.4 

141.2 

(*) 
185.5 
8.3 

42.8 
13.4 
151.7 

173.7 
(*I
(*I

158.4 
169.4 

2,711 
5,661 
5,002 
11,756 

447 
1,675 
2,539 
3,485 

(*I
4,772 
1,387 
2,175 

63.8 
133.3 
117.8 
276.8 

27.O 
101 .o 
153.1 
210.2 

(*I
643.1 
186.9 
293.1 

22,547 5,592 5,786 530.8 337.3 779.8 
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Table 15. Number of work-loss days associated with chronic conditions and work-loss days per 

1,000 currently employed persons per year for selected chronic conditions by family income: 

United States, July 1959-June 1960 


[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutimal population. The survey design, general qualificntions, and information 
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II] 

Number of work-loss Work-loss days per 1,000 
days associated with 
 currently employed persons 
chronic conditions 
 per year 
(in thousands) 


Selected chronic conditions 

Family income 


Under Under
94,000+ Unknown $4,000+ Jnknown
$4,000 $4,000 


6,247 
3,905 
9 50 

2,092 

7,821 
3,423 
1,023 
3,355 

1,254
(*I
(*I
(*I 

318.4 
199 .o 
48.4 

-106.6 

184.8 
80.9 
24.2 
79.3 

276.5 
(*I
(*I
(*I 

2,287 1,278 698 116.6 30.2 153.9 

1,092 
1,732 

3,801 
1,609 

(*I
171 

55.7 
88.3 

89.8 
38.O 

(*I
37.7 

9 84 
20 5 

2,531
(*I 

238 
(*I 

50.1 
10.4 

59 .8 
(*I I 

52.5 
(*I 

29 1 2,255 (*I 14.8 53.3 (*) 

612 915 19 1 31.2 21.6 42.1 
4,759 
1,840 
7 39 

4,412 
3,803 
1,086 

1,124 
860 
694 

242.5 
93.8 
37 -7 

104.3 
89.9 
25.7 

247.8 
189.6 
153.O 

3,704 4,641 328 188.8 109.7 72.3 

321 
313 

8 39 
575 

("1
(*I 

16.4 
16.O 

19.8 
13.6 

(*)
(*) 

4,025 
1,275 
436 

7,910 
1,997

(*I 
(*I 
(*) 

620 205.1 
65.O 
22.2 

186.9 
47.2 

(*I 
(*I
(*I 

136.7 

6,328 
(*I
453 

1,153 
3,794 

2,659
(*I
483 

1,026 
5,511 

(*I
(*I
("1 

440 

464 

322.5 

23.1 
58.8 
193.4 

(*I (*I 
62.8 

11.4 
24.2 
130.2 

(*I
(*)
(*I 

97.o 

102.3 

Residuals of fractures and dis- 

Arthritis and rheumatism------------- 
locations--------------------------- 1,739 

9,014 
1,419 
2,220 

(*I
874 

88.6 
459.4 

33.5 
52.5 

(*I
192.7 

Other diseases of muscles and joints- 
Orthopedic impairments--------------- 

5,360 
6,144 

2,441 
8,509 

1,128 
2,763 

273.2 
313.1 

57.7 
201.1 

248.7. 
609.1 

All other chronic conditions--------- 12,792 19,327 1,806 651.9 456.7 398.1 
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Table 16. Number of work-loss days associated with chronic conditions and work-loss days per

1,000 currently employed persons per year for selected chronic conditions by usual activity 

status: United States, July 1959-June 1960 


[nata are :lased on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and infnmation 
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in .4ppendix 111 

Number of work-loss 
days associated with 
chronic conditions 

Work-loss days per 1,000 
currently employed persons 

Selected chronic conditions (in thousands) per year 

Usually
working

1 7+ 

Keeping
hause 
17+ 

Other 
1 7+ 

Usually
working 

17+ 

Keeping
house 
1 7+ 

Other 
17+ 

11,615 
5,890 
1,973 
4,962 

651 
847 

269
(*I 

3,057 
590 

287
(*I 

198.5 
100.6 
33.7 
84.8 

156.5 
203.6 

64.6
(*I 

807.7 
155.9 

75.8
(*I 

2,454 137 1,671 41.9 32.9 441.5 

4,903 
3,375 

(*I
(*I 

(*)
137 

83.8 
57.7 

(*I
(*I 

(*I
36.2 

2,259 
(*) (*I 

194 1,299 
136 

38.6 
(*I (*) 

46.6 343.2 
35.9 

2,508 (*I (*I 42.9 (*) (*> 
1,684 
9,622 
6,103 
2,142 
7,916 

(*I
(*I 

(*I 
401 

39 3 

(*I 
(*I 
673 

345 
363 

28.8 
164.4 
104.3 
36.6 
135.3 

(*I
(*I

96.4 
(*I

94.4 

(*I 
(*I 

177.8 

91.1 
95.9 

1,029 
394 

142 
494 

(*)
(*I 

17.6 
6.7 

34.1 
118.7 

("1
(*I 

10,979 
3,347 
436 

1,009
(*I
(*I 

567 
(*I
(*I 

187.6 
57.2 
7.4 

242.5 
(*)
(*I 

(4) 
(*) 

149.8 

Astfrma-hay fever--------------------- 
All other allergies------------------ 
Goiter and other thyroid conditions-- 

Mental and nervous conditions-------- 
Diabetes-----------------------------

7,767 

865 
2,144 
8,010 

(*I (*I
("1
(*I 

305 

129 

1,355 
175 
(*I 
(*)

1,630 

132.7 

14.8 
36.6 
136.9 

(*I (*I
(*)
(*) 

73.3 

31 .O 

358 .O 
46.2 

(*I
("1

430.6 

Residuals of fractures and dis- 

Arthritis and rheumatism------------- 
Other diseases of muscles and joints- 
Orthopedic impairments--------------- 

locations--------------------------- 2,072 
10,048 
6,651 
12,679 

(*I
1,134 
582 

1,436 

1,086 
9 27 

1,696 
3,301 

35.4 
171.7 
113.6 
216.6 

(*I
272.5 
139.9 
345.1 

286.9 
244.9 
448.1 
872.1 

'All other chronic conditions--------- 26,076 2,666 5,181 445.5 640.7 1,368.8 
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Table 17. Population for currently employed persons by residence, sex, and age: United States, 

July 1959-June 1960 


[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of t e rms  are given in Appendix 111 

Residence 

ISex and age 1 t 

Rural Rural
Urban
areas nonfarm
I I 
Population in thousands 


66,473 42,474 16,579 7,420 

9,674 
14,035 

6,376 
8,611 

2,137 
4,154 

1,162 
1,269 

15,963 
14,356 

9,770 
9,322 

4,535 
3,395 

1,658 
1,639 

9,250 
3,195 

6,291 
2,104 

1,806 
553 

1,154 
538 

44,167 26.993 11,479 5,694 


5,639 3,545 1,274 8 20 
9,968 5,966 3,018 983 

10,653 6,238 3,190 1,225 
9,338 5,781 2,292 1,264 

6,344 4,115 1,297 933 
2,225 1,349 407 469 

22.306 15.480 5,100 1,726 


4,035 2,831 862 342 

4,067 2,645 1,136 286 


5,309 3,532 1,345 433 
5,018 3,541 1,103 374 

2,906 2,176 509 221 

970 756 145 69 


NOTE: For official population estimates for more generd use, see Bureau ofthe Census repr t s  on the civilian population of the United States, 
in Current ropulation Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and F-60;and Bureau of Labor'Statistics monthly report, Employment and Earnings. 
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Table 18. Population for currently employed persons by region, sex, and age: United States, 

July 1959-June 1960 


pta are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix Ii] 

Region 

Sex and age 
 All 
 West 


Population in thousands 


66,473 18,214 19,397 19,130 9,732 

9,674 
14,035 

2,427 
3,808 

2,929 
3,990 

2,938 
4,239 

1,380 
1,997 

15,963 
14,356 

4,236 
4,095 

4,627 
4,045 

4,571 
4,096 

2,527 
2,120 

9,250 
3,195 

2,800 
847 

2,755 
1,050 

2,434 
852 

1,261 
445 

44,167 11,855 13,448 12,405 6,458 

5,639 1,307 1,746 1,757 829 
9,968 2,704 2,971 2,890 1,403 

10,653 2,826 3,232 2,909 1,687 
9,338 2,531 2,817 2,627 1,362 
6,344 1,891 1,962 1,623 867 
2,225 596 7 20 599 309 

22.306 6.359 5.950 6.725 3.273 


4,035 1,121 1,183 1,181 551 
4,067 1,105 1,019 1,349 594 

5,309 1,410 1,395 1,663 841 
5,018 1,563 1,229 1,468 758 

2,906 909 793 811 394 

970 251 331 253 136 


NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see  Bureau ofthe Census reports on the civilian Dopulation of the United States, 
in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-6C; and Bureau of Labor Statistics monthly report, Employment and Earnings. 

30 



Table 19. Population €or currently employed persons by family income, sex, and age: United 

States, July 1959-June 1960 


[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix 111 

Family income 

Sex and age 


Population in thousands 


66,473 7,101 12.522 23.894 18 -421 4,536 

9,674 
14,035 

1,393 
1;078 

2,149 
2,618 

3,204 
5,946 

2,296 
3,675 

632 
7 17 

15,963 
14,356 

1,166 
1,359 

2,503 
2,543 

6,220 
4,820 

5,114 
4,496 

9 60 
1,138 

9,250 
3,195 

1,199 
906 

1,945 
7 64 

3,002 
701 

2,310 
530 

795 
294 

Male-
44,167 4,067 7,992 16,614 12,462 3,032 

5,639 
9,968 

8 26 
693 

1,324 
1,843 

1,871 
4,420 

1,232 
2,519 

386 
49 2 

10,653 
9,338 

651 
7 25 

1,566 
1,531 

4,358 
3,258 

3,463 
3,080 

615 
744 

6,344 
2,225 

645 
526 

1,204 
5 24 

2,179 
528 

1,739 
429 

576 
218 

Female 

22.306 3,034 4,530 7,280 5,959 1,504 
4,035 
4,067 

567 
385 

825 
775 

1,333 
1,526 

1,063 
1,156 

246 
225 

5,309 
5,018 

515 
634 

937 
1,012 

1,863 
1,562 

1,651 
1,416 

344 
394 

2,906 553 740 823 572 219 
970 380 240 173 10 1 76 

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the United States, 
in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60; and Bureau of Labor Statistics monthly report, Employment and Earnings. 
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Table 20. Population of currently employed persons by usual activity status, sex, and age: United 

States, July 1959-June 1960 

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. T h e  survey design, general qualifications, and information 
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix 111 

Usual activity status 

Sex and age 


Usually Keeping 
 Other
house 


Population in thousands 

Both sexes 

66.473 58,526 4.161 3,785 

9,674 
14,035 

6,920 
12,776 

422 
947 

2,333 
311 

15,963 
14,356 

14,622 
13,241 

1,152 
873 

189 
242 

9,250 
3,195 

8,525 
2,441 

458 
310 

267 
444 

Male-
44,167 41.356 ... 2.810 

5,639 
9,968 

4,161 
9,680 

... ... 1,478 
288 

10,653 
9,338 

10,478 
9,116 

... ... 176 
222 

6,344 
2,225 

6,090 
1,832 

... ... 254 
39 2 

22,306 17,170 4,161 975 

4,035 2,759 422 854 

4,067 3,097 947 23 


5,309 4,144 1,152 13 
5,018 4,126 873 20 

2,906 2,436 458 13 

970 609 310 52 


NOTE: For official  population estimates for more general use,see Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the United States,  
in Current Population Reports, Series p-20, P-25, and P-60; and Bureau of Labor Statist ics monthly report, Employment and Earnings. 
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66.473 

Table 21. Total population and currently employed population by demographic characteristic: 

United States, July 1959-June 1960 


[ C a b  are based on household interviews of the  civilian, noninstitutional population. T h e  survey design, general qualifications, and information 
on the reliability of the  estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix 14 

Total Currently
Characteristic 
 population employed-17+ 


Family income 


Population in thousands 


174.621 


84,979 

89,642 

78,371 

45,410 

50,841 


45,115 

51,514 

52,179 

25,814 


104,853 

48,205 

21,564 


61,311 

36,456 

76,854 


58,039 

101,705 

14,877 


44,167 
22,306 

9,674 

29,998 

26,801 


18,214 
19,397 
19,130 
9,732 

42,474 
16,579 
7,420 

58,526 

4,161 

3,785 


19,622 

42,315 

4,536 


NOTE: For official  population estimates for more general use,  see Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the United States,  
in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-95,and P-6C; and Bureau of Labor Statist ics monthly report, Employment and F a r n i n p .  
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APPENDIX I 


TECHNICAL NOTES ON METHODS 


Background of This Report 

This report on Currently Employed Persons is one 
of a series of statistical reports prepared by the U. S. 
National Health Survey. It is based on information col- 
lected in a continuing nationwide sample of households 
in the Health Interview Survey, which isone of the major 
parts of the program. 

The Health Interview Survey utilizes a question- 
naire which, in addition to personal and demographic 
characteristics, obtains information on illnesses, in- 
juries, chronic conditions and impairments, health in- 
surance coverage, and other health topics. A s  data re-
lating to each of these various broad topics are tabulated 
and analyzed, separate reports are issued which cover 
one or  more of the specific topics. The present report 
is based on the consolidated sample for 52 weeks of in- 
terviewing during the period July 1959-June 1960. 

The population covered by the sample for theHealth 
Interview Survey is the civilian noninstitutional popula- 
tion of the United States living at the time of the inter- 
view. The sample does not include members of the 
Armed Forces, U. S. nationals living in foreign coun- 
tries, or crews of vessels. 

Statistical Design of the 
Health Interview Survey 

General plan.-The sampling plan of the survey 
follows a multistage probability design which permits a 
continuous sampling of the civilian noninstitutional pop- 
ulation of the United States. The first stage of this de- 
sign consists of drawing a sample of 500 from the 1,900 
geographically defined Primary Sampling Units (PSU's) 
into which the United States has been divided. A PSU is 
a county, a group of contiguous counties, or a Standard 
Metropolitan Statistical Area. 

With no loss in general understanding, theremain- 
ing stages can be telescoped and treated in this dis-
cussion as  an ultimate, stage. Within PSU's then, ulti- 
mate stage units called segments are defined, also geo-
graphically, in such a manner that each segment con- 
tains an expected six households in the sample. Each 
week a random sample of about 120 segmentsis drawn. 
In the approximately 700 households in those segments, 
household members a re  interviewed concerningfactors 
related to health. 

Since the household members interviewed each 
week are a representative sample of the .population, 
samples for successive weeks can be combined into 
larger samples. Thus, the design permits both continu- 
ous measurement of characteristics of high incidence 
or  prevalence in the population, and through the larger 
consolidated samples, more detailed analysis of less 
common characteristics and smaller categories. The 

continuous collection has administrative and operational 
advantages as  well a s  technical assets, since i t  permits 
field work to be handled with an experienced, stable 
staff. 

Sample size and geographic detail.-Over the 12- 
month period ending June 1960, the sample included ap- 
proximately 125,000 persons from 38,000 households in 
6,400 segments. The over-all sample was designed in 
such a fashion that tabulations can be providedfor each 
of the major geographic regions and for urban and rural 
sectors of the United States. 

Collection of data.-The field operations for the 
household survey are performed by the Bureau of the 
Census under specifications established by the Public 
Health Service. In accordance with these specifications 
the Bureau of the Census designs and selects the sam-
ple; conducts the field interviewing, acting as  the col-
lecting agent for the Public Health Service; and edits 
and codes the questionnaires. Tabulations areprepared 
by the Public Health Service using the Bureau of the 
Census electronic computers. 

Estimating methods.-Each statistic produced by 
the survey-for example, the number of work-lossdays 
occurring in a specified period-is the result of two 
stages of ratio estimation. In the firstofthese, the fac- 
tor is the ratio of the 1950decennialpopulation count to 
the 1950 estimated population in the U. S. National 
Health Survey's first-stage sampleof PSU's. These fac- 
tors are applied for some 50 color-residence classes. 

Later, ratios of sample-produced estimates of the 
population to official Bureau of the Census figures for 
current population in about 60 age-sex-color classes 
are computed, and serve a s  second-stage factors for 
ratio estimating. 

The effect of the ratio estimating process is to 
make the sample closely representative of the popula- 
tion by age, sex, color, and residence, thus reducing 
sampling variance. 

A s  noted, each week's sample represents the pop- 
ulation living during that week a s  well as  characteris- 
tics of the population. Consolidation of samples over a 
dme period, say a calendar quarter, produces estimates 
of average characteristics of the U. S. population for 
that calendar quarter. 

For prevalence statistics, such as  the number of 
persons with a specific chronic condition, figures are 
first calculated for each calendar quarter by averaging 
estimates for all weeks of interviewing in that quarter. 
Prevalence data for a year are thenobtained by averag- 
ing the four quarterly figures. 

For statistics measuring the number of occurrences 
during a specified time period, such as  the number of 
bed-disability days, a similar computational procedure 
is used, but the statistics have a different interpreta- 
don. For the disability-day items, the questionnaire 
asks for the respondent's experience over the two cal-
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endar weeks prior to the week of interview. In such in- 
stances, the estimated quarterly total for the statistic 
is simply 6.5 times the averagetwo-week estimatepro- 
duced by the 13 successive samples taken duringthe 
period. The annual total is the sum of the four quarters. 
Thus, the experience of persons interviewed during a 
year-experience which actually occurred for each per- 
son in a two-calendar-week interval prior toweek of in-
terview-is treated in analysis as though it measured 
the total of such experience occurring in theyear. Such 
interpretation leads to no significant bias. 

General Qualifications 

Nonresponse.-Data were adjustkdfor nonresponse 
by a procedure which imputes to persons in a household 
which was not interviewed the characteristics of per-
sons in households in the same segment which were in- 
terviewed. ?he total noninterview rate was 5 percent; I 
percent was refusal, and the remainder was primarily
due to the failure to find any eligible householdrespond- 
ent after repeated trials. 

The interview process.-The statistics presented 
in this report a re  based on replies secured in inter- 
views of persons in the sampled households. Each per- 
son 18 years and over, available at the time of inter-
view, was interviewed individually. Proxy respondents 
within the household were  employed for children and 
for adults not available at the time of the interview, 
provided the respondent was closely related to theper-
son about whom information was being obtained. 

'Mere are  limitations to the accuracy of diagnostic 
and other information collected in household interviews. 
For diagnostic information, the household respondent 
can, at best, pass on to the interviewer only the infor- 
mation the physician has given to the family. For con- 
ditions not medically attended, diagnostic information 
is often no more than a description of symptoms. How- 
ever, other facts, such as the number ofdisability days 
caused by the condition, can beobtained more accurately 
from household members than from any other source 
since only the persons concerned are in a position to 
report information of this type. 

Rounding of numbers.-The original tabulations on 
which the data in this report are based show all esti-
mates to the nearest whole unit. All  consolidations were 
made from the original tabulations using the estimates 
to the nearest unit. In the final published tables the 
figures a re  rounded to the nearest thousand, although 
they are not necessarily accurate to that detail. Derived 
statistics such a s  rates and percent distributions a re  
computed after the estimates on which they a re  based 
have been rounded to the nearest thousand. 

Population figures.-Some of the published tables 
include population figures for specified categories. 
Except for certain over-all totals by ageandsex, which 
a r e  adjusted to independent estimates, these figures 
a re  based on the sample of households in the U. S .  Na-
tional Health Survey. They are given primarily for the 
purpose of providing denominators for rate computa-
tion, and for this purpose are more appropriatefor use 
with the accompanying measures of health characteris- 
tics than other population data that may be available. In 
some instances they will permit users to recombine 
published data into classes more suitable to their spe- 
cific needs. With the exception of the over-all totals by 
age and sex, mentioned above, the population figures 

may in some cases differ from corresponding figures 
(which a re  derived from different sources) published in 
reports of the Bureau of the Census. For population data 
for general use, see the official estimates presented in 
Bureau of the Census reports in the P-20, P-25, and 
P-60 series. 

Reliability of Estimates 

Since the estimates are based on a sample, they 
will differ somewhat from the figures that would have 
been obtained if  a complete census had been taken using 
the same schedules, instructions, and interviewingper- 
sonnel and procedures. A s  in any survey, the results 
are also subject to measurement error. 

The standard error is primarilyameasureof sam- 
pling variability, that is, the variations that mightoccur 
by chance because only a sample of the population is 
surveyed. As calculated for this report, thestandard 
error also reflects part of the variation which arises in 
the measurement process. It does not include estimates 
of any biases which might lie in the data. The chances 
a re  about 68 out of 100 that an estimate from the sam- 
ple would differ from a complete census by less than 
the standard error. The chances are about95out of 100 
that the difference would be less than twice the standard 
error and about 99 out of 100 that it would be less than 
2% times as large. 

The relative standard error of an estimate is 
obtained by dividing the standard error of the estimate 
by the estimate itself, and is expressed a s  a percent- 
age of the estimate. Included in this Appendix are 
charts from which the relative standard errors can be 
determined for estimates shown in the report. In order 
to derive relative errors which would be applicable to 
a wide variety of health statistics and which could be 
prepared at a moderate cost, a number of approxima-
tions were required. A s  a result, the charts provide an 
estimate of the approximate relative standard e r ror  
rather than the precise e r ror  for any specific aggregate 
or percentage. 

Three classes of statistics for the health survey 
are identified for purposes of estimating variances. 

Narrow range.-This class consists of (1) statis-
tics which estimate a population attribute, e.g., thenum- 
ber of persons in a particular income group, and (2) 
statistics for which the measure for a single individual 
for the period of reference is usually either 0 or  1,  on 
occasion may take on the value 2, and very rarely, 3. 

Medium range.-This class consists of other sta- 
tistics for which the measure for a single individual for 
the period of reference will rarely lieoutsidethe range 
0 to 5. 

Wide range.-tThis class consists of statistics for 
which the measure for a single individual for the period 
of reference frequently will range from 0 to a number 
in excess of 5, e.g., the number of days of work loss 
experienced during the year. 

In addition to classifying variables according to 
whether they a re  narrow-, medium-, or wide-range, 
statistics in the survey a re  further defined as: 

Type A.-Statisticson prevalence, and incidence da- 
ta for which the period of reference in the 
questionnaire is 12 months. 

Type B.-Incidence-type statistics for which the 
period of reference in the questionnaire 
is two weeks. 
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Only the charts on sampling error applicable toda-
ta contained in this report are presented. Those shown 
are charts for aggregates and percentages basedon four 
calendar quarters of data collection. 

General rules for determining relative sampling 
errors.-The "guide" on page 38, together withthefol- 
lowing rules, will  enable the reader to determine ap- 
proximate relative standard e r rors  from the charts for 
estimates presented in this report. 

Rule 1. 	 Estimates of aggregates: Approximaterel- 
ative standard e r rors  of estimates of ag-
gregates, such as the number of persons 
with a given characteristic, orthenumber 
of disability days are obtained from ap- 
propriate curves on page 39. Thenumber 
of persons in the total U. S. population or  
in an age-sex class of the total population 
is adjusted to offlcial Bureau of the Cen- 
sus figures and is not subject to sampling 
error. 

Rule 2. Estimates of percentages in a percent 
distribution: Relative standard errors of 
percentages in a percent distribution of a 
total are obtained from appropriate curves 
on pages 40.41, and 42. For values which 
do not fall on one of the curves presented 
in the chart, visual interpolation will pro-
vide a satisfactory approximation. 

Rule 3. 	 Estimates of rates where the numerator is a 
subclass of the denominator: (Not required 
for statistics presented in this report.) 

Rule 4. 	 Estimates of rates where thenumerator 
is not a subclass of the denominator: This 
rule applies where a unit of thenumerator 
often occurs more than once for any one 
unit in the denominator. For example,in 
the computation of the number of days of 
work loss per person per year, several 
of the days included in the numerator could 
be assigned to a person (one unit) in 
the denominator. Approximate relative 
standard e r rors  for rates of'thiskindmay 
be computed a s  follows: 
(a) 	 Where the denominator is the total 

U. S. population, or  includes all per- 
sons in one or more of the age-sex 
groups of the total population, the rel-
ative error of the rate is equivalent 
to the relative error of thenumerator 
which can be obtained directly from 
the appropriate chart. 

(b) 	 In other cases, obtain the relative 
standard error of the numerator and 
of the denominator from the appropri- 
ate curve. Square each of these rela- 
tive errors, add the resulting values, 
and extract the square root of the 
sum. This procedure will result in an 
upper bound, and often will overstate 
the error. 
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Guide to Use of Relative Standard Error Charts 

A = aggregate, P =percentage; (2) the number of calendar 
quarters of data collection; (3) the type of the statistic 
as described on page 36; and (4) the range of the 

The code shown below identifies the appropriate 
curve to be used in estimating the relative standard 
error of the statistic described. The four components
of each code describe the statistic as follows: (1) 

S t a t i s t i c  

Prevalence r a t e s  for  chronic conditions: 
Per 1,000 t o t a l  U. S. population---------------

Per 1,000 currently employed persons----------- 

Incidence r a t e s  for  acute conditions: 
Per 1,000 t o t a l  U .  S. population or per 

1,000 persons i n  any age-sex group of t h e  
t o t a l  u. S. population-----------------------

Per 1,000 persons i n  any other population 
group----------------------------------------

Number of work-loss days per year: 
Per current ly  employed person------------------ 

per case €or acute conditions------------------ 

Average number of current ly  employed persons 
absent from work each day because of an 
acute or chronic condition--------------------- 

statistic as described on page 36. 

U s e :  

1 A4AN 

1 A4BW 

1 A4BN 

1 A4AM 

e r r o r  

P4AN-M 

P4BW 

P4BN-M 

P4AN-M 

A4AM 

tNumer. :  A4AM 
Denom.: A4AN 

A4BN 

Numer:: A4BN 
Denom.: A4AN 

tN u m e r . :  A4BW 
Denom.: A4AN 

N u m e r . :  A4BW 
Denom.: A4BN 

page 

39 

39 

39 

39 

40 

42 

41 

40 

39 

39 
39 

39 

39 
39 

39 
39 

39 
39 

A4BW (with value 
for  number 

1 	 of work days 
l o s t  because 
of the  con-
d i t i o n  read 
from the 
curve). 
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Relative standard errors for aggregates based on four qUarters of data Collection 
for data of all types and ranges 

Size of estimate ( in  thousands) 

Example of use of char t :  An aggregate of 2,000,000 (on s c a l e  a t  bottom of char t )  f o r  a 
Narrow range Type A s ta t i s t ic  (code: A4AN) has a r e l a t i v e  standard e r r o r  of 3.6 percent,  
(read from scale a t  l e f t  s ide  of c h a r t ) ,  o r  a standard e r r o r  of 72,000 (3.6 percent of 
2,000,000). For a Wide range Type B statistic (code: A4BW), an aggregate of 6,000,000 has 
a r e l a t i v e  e r r o r  of 16.0 percent o r  a standard e r r o r  of 960,000 (16 percent of 6,000,000). 
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Relative standard errors for percentages based on four quarters of data collection 
for type A data, Narrow end Medium range 

(Base of percentage shown on curves i n millions) 

Estimated percentage 

Example of use of char t :  An estimare of 50 percent (on s c a l e  a t  bottom of char;) based'on 
an estimate of 10,000,000 has a r e l a t i v e  s tandard e r r o r  of 3.2 percent  (read from the 
scale a t  the  l e f t  s i d e  of t he  c h a r t ) , t h e  po in t  a t  which the  curve f o r  a base of 10,000,000 
i n t e r s e c t s  t he  v e r t i c a l  l i n e  f o r  20 percent .  The standard e r r o r  i n  percentage points  is 
equal  t o  20 percent X 3 .2  percent o r  0.64 percentage points .  
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Relative standard errors for percentages based on four quarters of data collection 
for type B dah, Narrow and Medium range 

(Base of percentage shown on curves in millions) 

A 2 3 ‘4  5 6 7 8 9 y  2 3 4 5 fi 7 6 9 9 1 ~  

1 10 100 

Estimated percentage 

Example of use of char t :  An estimate of 20 percent (on scale a t  bottom of c h a r t )  based on 
an e s t i m t e . o f  10,000,000 has a r e l a t i v e  s tandard e r r o r  of 17.0 percent  (read from scale 
a t  the  l e f t  s i d e  of t he  c h a r t ) ,  t h e  point. a t  which the  curve f o r  a base of 10,000,000 i n -
tersects the v e r t i c a l  l i n e  f o r  20 percent .  The standard e r r o r  i n  percentage points  i s  

. equal t o  20 percent X 17.’Oapercent o r  3 . 4  percentage points .  
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Relat ive standard e r r o r s  fo r  percentages based on four quarters  of da t a  c o l l e c t i o n  
f o r  type B d a t a ,  Wide range 

(Base of percentage shown on curves i n  mil l ions)  

Estimated percentage 

Example of use of char t :  An est imate  of 20 percent  (on s c a l e  a t  bottom of cha r t )  based on 
an estimate of 10,000,000~has a r e l a t i v e  s tandard e r r o r  of 24.5 percent (read from s c a l e  
a t  the l e f t  s i d e  of the c h a r t ) ,  the  point  a t  which the curve fo r  a base of 10,000,000 i n -  
tersects the v e r t i c a l  l i n e  fo r  20 percent .  The standard e r r o r  i n  percentage po in t s  is 
equal t o  20 percent X 24.5 percent o r  4.9 percentage points .  
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APPENDIX II 


DEFINITIONS OF CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT 


Economic and Demographic Terms 

Currently employed persons.-Currently employed 
persons are  all persons 17 years of age or  over who re-
ported that at any time during the two-week period cov- 
ered by the interview they either worked at, o r  had a 
job o r  business. Current employment includes paid 
work a s  an employee of someone else,self-employment 
in business, farming, or professional practice, and un- 
paid work in a family business or  farm. Persons who 
were temporarily absent from their job o r  business be-
cause of a teGporary illness, vacation, strike, o r  bad 
weather are considered a s  currently employed if they 
expected to work as  soon as  the particular event caus- 
ing their absence no longer existed. 

* Free-lance workers are also considered a s  cur-
rently employed if  (1) they had some formal arrange- 
ments for being called to work, such a s  having made 
arrangements with a union hiring hall to be called for 
work when it became available or  (2) they were re-
peatedly called upon to work by a particular employer 
or  group of employers, e.g., a woman whodid babysit- 
ting for a number of different families. 

Persons excluded from the currently employedpop- 
dation are (1) persons receiving revenue from anenter-
prise in whose operation they did not participate, (2) 
persons doing housework or  charity work for which they 
received no pay, and (3) seasonal workers during the 
unemployment season. 

Usual activity status.-All persons are Classified 
according to their usual activity status during the 12- 
month period prior to the week of interview. The "usual" 
activity status, in case more than oneisreported,isthe 
one at which the person spent the most time during the 
12-month period. 

The categories of usual activity status are:usually 
working, usually keeping house, retired, and other. For 
several reasons these categories are not comparable 
with somewhat similarly named categories in official 
Federal labor force statistics. First, the responses 
concerning usual activity status are 'accepted without 
detailed questioning, since the objective of the question 
is not to estimate the numbers of persons in labor force 
categories but to identify crudely certain population 
groups which may have differing health problems. Sec- 
ond, the figures represent the' usual activity status over 
the period of an entire year, whereas official labor 
force statistics relate to a much shorter period, usually 
one week. Finally, $ the definitions of the specific cat- 
egories which follow, certain marginal groups areclas-
sified in a different manner to simplify theprocedures. 

1. 	 Usually working includes persons 17 years of 
age or  older who are paid employees; self em-
ployed in their own business, profession, or  in 
farming; or unpaid employees in a family busi- 
ness or  farm. Persons doing housework or  char- 

. 	 i ty work for which they receive no pay are not 
considered "usually working." 

2. 	 Usually keeping house includes female persons 
17 years of age or older whose major activity is 
described as  "keeping house" and who cannot be 
classified as  T'working.'' 

3. 	 The O a r  group in this report includes allper- 
sons under 17 years of age; males 17 years of 
age or  older not classified as  "working," fe-
males 17 years of age and older not classified a s  
"workingtt or  "keeping house," and persons who 
are retired. Retired persons are defined a s  
those 45 years of age and over who consider 
themselves to be retired. In case of doubt, a 
person 45 years of age o r  over iscounted a s  re-
tired if  he, or she, has either voluntarily or  in- 
voluntarily stopped working, is not looking for 
work, and is not described a s  "keeping house." 
A retired person may or  may not be unable to 
work. 

Income of family or  of unrelated individuals.-Each 
member of a family is classified according to the total 
income of the family of which he is a member. Within 
the household all persons related to each other by blood, 
marriage, or  adoption constitute afamily. Unrelated in- 
dividuals are classified according to their own income. 

The income recorded is the total of all income re-
ceived by members of the family (or by an unrelated in, 
dividual) in the 12-month period preceding the week of 
interview. Income from all sourEes is included, e.g., 
wages, salaries, rents from property, pensions, help 
from relatives, and so forth. 

&.-The age recorded for each person is theage 
at last birthday. Age is recorded in single years and 
grouped in a variety of distributions depending upon the 
purpose of the table. 

Residence.-Residence is the term used to signify 
the division of the United States into urban, rural-non- 
farm, and rural-farm populations. The definition of ur- 
ban and rural areas is the same a s  that used in the 1950 
census. 

-.-The urban population comprises all 
persons living in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants o r  
more incorporated as  cities, boroughs, andvillages; 
(b) incorporated towns of 2,500 inhabitantsor more 
except in New England, New York, and Wisconsin 
where "Towns" are simply minor civil divisions of 
counties; (c) the densely settled urban fringe, in- 
cluding both incorporated and unincorporated areas, 
around cities of 50,OOO or  more; and (d) unincor- 
porated places of 2,500 inhabitants or moreoutside 
any urban fringe. The remaining population isclas-
sified as  rural. 

Rural  farm.-The rural-farm population in- 
cludes all rural residents living on farms. In de- 
ciding whether the members of a household live on 
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a farm or ranch, the statement oftherespondent is 
accepted with the following exceptions. Persons 
who pay cash rent for house and yardonly are clas-
sified as  nonfarm even i f  the surrounding area is 
farm land. Furthermore, all persons in institutions, 
summer camps, motels, and tourist camps which 
are located in farm areas are  classified as  non- 
farm. 

Rural nonfarm.-The rural-nonfarm popula-
tion includes all of the remaining rural population. 
Region.-For the purpose of classifying thepopula- 

tion by geographic area, the States aregrouped into four 
regions. These regions, which correspond to thoseused 
by the Bureau of the Census, are  as  follows: 

Region 	 States Included 

Northeast 	 Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania 

North Central 	 Michigan, Ohio, 'Indiana, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, 
Missouri, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas 

South 	 Delaware, Maryland, District of 
Columbia, Virginia, West  Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Florida, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, 
Texas 

West  	 Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, 
Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, 
Utah, Nevada, Alaska, Washington, 
Oregon, California, Hawaii 

Terms Relating t o  	Conditions 

Condition.-A condition is any entry on the ques- 
tionnaire which describes a departure from a state of 
physical or  mental well-being. It results from a positive 
response to one of a series of "illness-recalll' ques- 
tions. In the coding and tabulating process, conditions 
are selected or  classified according to anumber of dif-
ferent criteria, such as,  whether they were medically 
attended; whether they resulted in disability; whether 
they were  acute or  chronic; o r  according to the type of 
disease, injury, impairment, or symptom reported. For 
the purposes of each published report or  set of tables, 
only those conditions recorded on the questionnaire 
which satisfy certain stated criteria are  included. 

Conditions, except impairments, are coded by type 
according to the International Classification of Dis-
eases, with certain modifications adopted to make the 
code more suitable for a household-interview-type sur- 
vey. 

Chronic condition.-A condition is considered tobe 
chronic if (1) it is described by the respondent in terms 
of one of the chronic diseases on the "Check List of 

Chronic Conditions" or in terms of one of the types of 
impairments on the "Check List of Impairments," o r  
(2) the condition is described by the respondent as  hav- 
ing been first noticed more than three months before 
the week of the interview. 

Impairment.-Impairments a re  chronic o r  per-
manent defects, usually static in nature, resultingfrom 
disease, injury, or congenital malformation. ?hey rep- 
resent decrease or loss of ability to perform various 
functions, particularly those of the musculoskeletal 
system and the sense organs. All  impairments are 
classified by means of a special supplementary code 
for impairments. Hence, code numbers for impair- 
ments in the International Classification of Diseases 
are not used. In the Supplementary Code impairments 
are grouped according to the type of functional impair- 
ment and etiology. 

Acute condition.-An acute condition is defined as 
a condition which has lasted less than threemonths and 
which has imolved either medical attendonor restrict-
ed activity. Because of the procedures used toestimate 
incidence, the acute conditions included in this report 
are the conditions which had their onget during the two 
weeks prior to the interview week and which involved 
either medical attention or remicted activity during 
that two-week period. 

Injury condiii0n.-An injury condition, or simply 
an injury, is an acute condition of the type that is clas-
sified to the nature of injury codenumbers (N800-N999) 
in the International Classification of Diseases. In ad- 
didon to fractures, lacerations, contusions, burns, and 
so forth, which are commonly thought of a s  injuries, 
this group of codes include: effects of exposure, such 
as sunburn; adverse reactions to immunizations and 
other medicalprocedures; andpoisonings. Unless other-
wise specified, the term injury is used to cover all of 
these. 

A s  in the case of other acute conditions, acute in-
jury conditions involving neither restricted activity nor 
medical attendance are excluded from the statistics. 

Work-loss day.-A day is counted a s  lost from 
work if  the person would have been ping,to work at  a 
job o r  business that day but instead lost the entire work 
day because of an illness or  an injury. If the person's 
regular work day is less than a whole day and the entire 
work day was lost, it would be counted a s  a whole work 
day lost. Work-loss days are determined only for cur-
rently employed persons. (See definition of "Currently 
employed persons.") 

Person-days of work loss.-Person-days of work 
loss a re  work-loss days experienced by any one per- 
son. The sum of days for all persons in a group rep- 
resents an unduplicated count of all days of work loss 
for the group. 

Condition-days of work loss.-Condition days of 
work loss a re  work-loss days associated with any one 
condition. Since any particular work-loss day may be 
associated with more than one condition, the sum of 
days for all conditions adds to morethanthe total num- 
ber of person-days of work loss. (See definition of 
"Person-days of work loss.") 

4 4  



I 
APPENDIX 111 

QUESTIONNAIRE 


?be items below show the exact content and wording of the basic questionnaire used in rhe nationwide 
household survey of the U. S. National Health Survey. The actual questionnaire is designed for a household 
a s  a unit and includes additional spaces for repons on more than one person. condition, accident or hospi-
talization. Such repetitive spaces are omitted in this illustration. 
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Card A 	 :ard C :ard E ard G 

N A T I O N A L  HEALTH SURVEY 	 N A T I O N A L  HEALTH SURVEY N A T I O N A L  HEALTH SURVEY N A T I O N A L  HEALTH SURVEY 

Check L i s t  o f  Chronic Conditions :or: 	 For: 

lorkers and o t h e r  persons except :hi idren from 6 through 16 years o l d  
Housewives and Chi ldren 

I .  Asthma 	 15.  Stomach u l c e r  
2. Hay f e v e r  1 6 .  Any o t h e r  c h r o n i c  stomach 	 1. Not a b l e  t o  work a t  a l l  a t  present .  I .  Not a b l e  t o  go t o  school  a t  a l l  a t  1. Conf ined t o  t h e  house a l l  t h e  t ime, 
3 .  	T u b e r c u l o s i s  t r o u b l e  p r e s e n t  t ime.  except  in  emergencies.

? ,  Able t o  Work b u t  l i m i t e d  i n  amountu. 	Chronic  b r o n c h i t i s  1 7 .  Kidney s tones o r  c h r o n i c  
of Work o r  k i n d  of  work. 2 .  Able t o  go t o  school b u t  l i m i t e d  t o  2 .  Able t o  go o u t s i d e  b u t  need t h e  5. 	 Repeated a t t a c k s  of  s i n u s  k idney t r o u b l e  

t r o u b l e  18. A r t h r i t i s  o r  rheumatism c e r t a i n  t y p e s  of schools  o r  i n  h e l p  of  another  person i n  g e t t i n g  
I .  Able t o  Work b u t  l i m i t e d  i n  k i n d  o r  school  a t tendance.  	 around o u t s i d e .  6. Rheumatic f e v e r  1 9 .  Mental i l l n e s s  amount o f  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s .  

7 .  Hardening o f  t h e  a r t e r i e s  20. Diabetes 9. Able t o  go t o  school  b u t  l i m i t e d  i n  3 .  Able t o  go o u t s i d e  a l o n e  b u t  have 
8. High b l o o d  pressure 21. T h y r o i d  t r o u b l e  o r  g o i t e r  	 I .  Not l i m i t e d  i n  any of these ways. o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s .  	 t r o u b l e  i n  g e t t i n g  around f r e e l y .  
9 .  Heart  t r o u b l e  22. Any a l l e r g y  


io .  S t r o k e  23. E p i l e p s y  u .  Not l i m i t e d  i n  any o f  these ways. 4. Not l i m i t e d  i n  any o f  these ways. 

11. T r o u b l e  w i t h  v a r i c o s e  v e i n s  24. Chronic  nervous t r o u b l e  


L2. Hemorrhoids o r  p i l e s  25. Cancer 

13. 	 Tumor, c y s t  o r  growth 26. Chronic  s k i n  t r o u b l e  


A .  	Chronic  g a l l b l a d d e r  o r  27. H e r n i a  o r  r u p t u r e  
1 i v e r  t r o u b l e  28.  P r o s t a t e  t r o u b l e  

:ard B 	 :ard D Card F ard H 

N A T I O N A L  HEALTH SURVEY 	 N A T I O N A L  HEALTH SURVEY N A T I O N A L  HEALTH SURVEY N A T I O N A L  HEALTH SURVEY 

Check L i s t  o f  Selected impairments 	 For: Housewife For: Chi ldren under 6 years old Family income during past 1 2  months 

1. 	Deafness o r  s e r i o u s  t r o u b l e  w i t h  h e a r i n g  1. Not a b l e  t o  keep house a t  a l l  a t  1. Not a b l e  t o  t a k e  p a r t  a t  a l l  i n  Group 1. Under $500 ( i n c l u d i n g  l o s s )  

present .  o r d i n a r y  p l a y  w i t h  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n .  


2. S e r i o u s  t r o u b l e  w i t h  seeing,  even when wear ing g l a s s e s  	 Group 2 .  $500 - 5999 
E .  Able t o  keep house b u t  l i m i t e d  i n  2 .  Able t o  p l a y  w i t h  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  b u t  

3 .  C l e f t  p a l a t e  	 Group 3 .  $i,ooo - $1.999amount o r  k i n d  of housework. l i m i t e d  i n  amount o r  k i n d  of p l a y .  

4. Any speech d e t e c t  	 Group 4. $ 2 , 0 0 0  - $ 2 , 9 9 9I .  	 Able t o  keep house b u t  l i m i t e d  i n  U. Not l i m i t e d  i n  any of  these ways. 
k i n d  o r  amount o f  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s .  5 .  M i s s i n g  f i n g e r s ,  hand, o r  arm --- toes,  f o o t ,  o r  l e g  	 Group 5 .  $3,000 - $3.999 

I .  Not l i m i t e d  i n  any o f  these ways. 6. C e r e b r a l  p a l s y  	 Group 6 .  $4,000 - $4,999 

7 .  P a r a l y s i s  o f  any k i n d  	 Group 7 .  5 5 , 0 0 0  - 5 6 , 9 9 9  

8. Repeated t r o u b l e  w i t h  back o r  s p i n e  	 Group 8. 57 ,000 - $ 9 , 9 9 9  

9 .  C l u b  f o o t  	 Group 9. 5 1 0 , 0 0 0  and over  

0. 	 Any permanent s t i f f n e s s  o r  d e f o r m i t y  o f  t h e  f o o t ,  l e g ,  f i n g e r s ,  
arm o r  back 

1. C o n d i t i o n  present  s i n c e  b i r t h  
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