
Injury and Poisoning Questions: 1957-1996 
 
 
No electronic NHIS data are available from before 1963.  From 1957-1967, the survey was based 
on a fiscal year schedule (July through June).  In 1968, there are data files from both fiscal and 
calendar year 1968.  Effective 1969 through the present, data files are of calendar years.  Fiscal 
years are dated based on the year in which they end, while calendar years are based on each 
January 1 date.  The questions below will use the beginning and end years to facilitate keeping 
track of the data years. 
 
Survey years:  1957/1958   

12. Last week or the week before did you have any accidents or injuries, either at home or 
away from the home? 

 What were they? (verbatim response) 
13. Last week or the week before did you feel any ill effects from an earlier accident or 

 injury? 
What were these effects? (verbatim response) 
In table A, which was completed for each injury: 
 1. What part of the body was hurt?  What kind of injury was it? 

2. When did it happen? (month/year; in addition a box was checked for injuries 
within past two weeks) 

 3. Where did the accident happen? at home (inside or outside the house), while in the  
  Armed Services, some other place 
 4. Was a car, truck, bus, or other motor vehicle involved in the accident in any way?  
  Yes/no 
 5. Were you at work at your job or business when the accident happened? Yes/no 

 
Survey years:  1958/1959 

The core questions were the same as the previous year but there was one extra refinement 
to the “At home” response so that it clearly included both own home or someone else’s 
home. 
 

Survey years:  1959 through 1961 
The same basic injury questions were asked as in 1957 through 1959 but three 
supplement questions (5-7) were inserted after questions 1-4 and before questions 8- 9. 

  The format changed for the core questions in 1960, but the questions were identical. 
  The version shown below is from 1960. 
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Survey years:  1960-1965 
The only change was a shift in possible dates. 
Table A for injuries was standardized for this time period: 

 
 

 
 
Survey years:  1965-1968 

The questions were the same but one question was added to the accident/injury table: See 
question 4a below which distinguishes between accidents happening within the past two 
years and those happening previously.  

 The format was modified. 
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Survey year:  1968 (based on calendar year) 
 The NHIS was now using the person approach however the questions in table A remained the 
same. 
 Embedded in the core, a supplemental multipart motor vehicle question was added:  
 
 

 
 

1968 also included a motor vehicle accident supplement which was based on the 
additional screener questions shown above. 
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Motor vehicle supplement: 
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Survey year:  1969 

Core: There were no changes to the previous Table A questions however one new question 
was added:   

Ask for all accidents that happened during the past 2 weeks except those involving 
moving motor vehicles.   
9.  We are interested in the objects that caused this accident and injury.  How did the 
accident happen? (verbatim response) 

 
 In the Arthritis supplement, there was one three part question related to injuries: 
 9a. Do you presently have pain, swelling, or stiffness in any joint as a result of an old  
  accident or injury? [yes/no] 
 
 9b. (If yes to 9a) Did this accident or injury happen during the past 12 months or before  
  that time?  [during past 12 months/more than 12 months ago] 
 
 9c. (If during past 12 months) Which joints were hurt in this accident or injury? 
 [neck/upper back/middle back/lower back;  ankle, elbow, food, hand, hip, knee, 
 shoulder, wrist (right/left for each)] 
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Survey year:  1970 
 The core questions were the same as in 1969, and the injury/accident probe was added: 
 

 
 

Also, for the question “Where did the accident happen?”, category “3”, which was “Street 
and highway”, now explicitly included roadway and public sidewalk. 

 

 
 
 Question 9 underwent a minor change in wording and, for the first time, there were explicit 
entries for cause of accident and cause of injury: 
 

 
 
 
Survey year:  1971 

The “lead in” questions were identical to 1970, although some were asked in a different 
order.    
The condition record questions specific to accidents and injuries, however, had more   
 changes and a question order shift.  

 If the accident happened within the previous two weeks, a question was added about the time 
  of day (question 16b). 
 Questions about the specific type of vehicle involved were added (questions 21a-c).
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The question on how the accident happened collected more detail and used a card to show the 
respondent the categories (question 22). 
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The cards for motor vehicle and non-motor vehicle accidents shown to respondents follow: 
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Survey year:  1972 
The questions were identical to 1971 except that, on the condition page, the time of day 
question for accidents happening in the past two weeks was deleted. 

 
Survey year:  1973 

The questions were identical to 1972 except that, on the condition page, the two final 
questions with details about any vehicles involved and how the accident happened, and the 
accompanying flashcards, were deleted. 

 
Survey year:  1974 
 The questions were identical to 1973. 
 
Survey year:  1975 
 The core questions were identical to 1973 and 1974 but an Injury supplement was added. 
 If any accidents or injuries in the past six months (date supplied by interviewer) were   
 reported, the following questions were asked: 
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Survey years:  1976-1981 
 These questions were identical to 1973 and 1974.  
 
Survey year:  1982 

Relatively minor changes were made to the wording of the first and last two week injury 
questions in the family core questionnaire.  These questions were also moved much farther 
back in the questionnaire than previously. 

 

 
 
 There were also some changes to the injury questions that appeared in the condition section: 

The time period for the injury was obtained first along with all other conditions reported. 
Once the condition was defined as an injury, it was categorized as a “first” or ‘not first’ 
injury in order to get a more accurate count of injury episodes (see below in K4). 
A question about whether or not the injury occurred while in the Armed Forces was 
asked explicitly, followed by whether the injury occurred while at (any other) work. 
Finally, the same questions were asked about the part of the body injured, the kind of 
injury, and present effects (if over three months ago); however, the questions were moved 
to the end of the sequence. 
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Survey year:  1983 
 The basic injury questions were the same as in 1982.   

An additional injury question with subparts was included near the end of the Alcohol/Health 
Practices supplement.  The new question was about having an injury related to drinking. 
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Survey year:  1984 

The core injury questions were the same as in 1983, but there was one question (with 
subparts) on falling in the Supplement on Aging (SOA). 
Also, in the SOA, the questions in the condition section relating to injuries was considerably 
shorter than in the condition section of the core. 

 

 
 

 
 
Survey years:  1985-1987 
 The core injury questions were the same as previously. 
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Survey year:  1988 
The core questions were the same; however, additional questions were asked in an 
Occupational Health supplement and a Child Health supplement. 

 
 Back pain and injury section: 
 

 
 

 
 
 Hand pain and injury section: 
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 Work injuries section: 
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 In the Child Health supplement (section P 5 – Childhood conditions): 
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 For each condition mentioned, the following questions were asked (Section P 6): 
 

 
 
 
Survey year:  1989 
 Only the same basic core questions were asked as in 1982 forward. 
 
Survey year:  1990 

The same basic core questions (post 1982) were asked, but there one question on injuries in 
the Podiatry supplement: 
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 In a (one-time) supplement on Podiatry: 
 

 

 
 
Survey year:  1991 

The core questions were the same as post 1982, and, in addition one part of the Health 
Promotion/Disease Prevention supplement (Section B) addressed unintentional injuries: 
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Survey years:  1992-1993 
 The same (post 1982) core questions were asked. 
 
Survey year:  1994 

The same (post 1982) core questions were asked, however, in addition, the same core injury 
questions were asked in the additional condition records resulting from the Phase I Disability 
Survey supplement to the NHIS.   
 

 For each Functional Limitation (lifting 10 pounds, walking up 10 steps, walking a quarter of  
 a mile, standing for 20 minutes, bending down to pick up an object, reaching up or out,  
 using fingers to grasp or handle objects, holding a pen or pencil) reported, the following  
 question was asked: 
 

 
 

Those respondents considered to have a disability were reinterviewed in a second phase 
(Phase II) for both children and adults separately.  Those who were not considered disabled 
but were age 70 years and older, were reinterviewed in the Supplement on Aging.  Many of 
the same questions were asked in the adult and aging Phase II supplements.  And, lastly, 
those who were reported to have had polio previously when interviewed in Phase I, were 
reinterviewed in a Polio Survivor supplement. 

 
In the Phase II adult questionnaire, a similar question was asked about conditions causing 
difficulty with key activities (ADLs and IADLs) (Section H).  However, this question was 
not asked in the Supplement on Aging: 
 [Was this/Were any of these] condition(s) a result of a motor vehicle accident? 
 
For the bathing or showering activity only, there was one additional question: 

During the past month, did you experience a burn or scald caused by bathing with water 
that was too hot? 

 
 There were also questions about falls in the Adult and Supplement on Aging Phase II  
 questionnaires: 
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On both the Adult and Aging questionnaires, there was a question asking about injuries and 
conditions in the 12 months prior to moving to their current residence: 

 

 
 

In the Polio Survivor supplement, there were two questions about injuries since the time of 
one’s physical best: 
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Survey year:  1995 

The same post 1982 core questions were asked and Phase I questions were identical to the 
questions in 1994. 

 The questions in the Phase II Adult questionnaire and the Polio questionnaire were the  
 same as in the previous year. 
 There was no separate Supplement on Aging questionnaire in 1995. 
 There were no injury-related questions in the Healthy People 2000 supplement. 
 
Survey year:  1996 
  The same post 1982 core questions were asked. 
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