











General Recommendations on Immunization

Interval Between Doses of the Same Vaccine :

Immunizations are recommended for members of the : m
youngest age group at risk for a disease for whom efficacy :

and safety of a vaccine have been demonstrated.

GENERAL RULE

Increasing the interval between doses of a multidose vaccine
does not diminish the effectiveness of the vaccine.

Decreasing the interval between doses of a multidose vaccine
may interfere with antibody response and protection.

Most vaccines in the childhood immunization schedule
require two or more doses for development of an adequate
and persisting antibody response. Studies have demon-
strated that recommended ages and intervals between
doses of the same antigen(s) provide optimal protection or
have the best evidence of efficacy. Table 1 of the General
Recommendations on Immunization (included in Appendix
A) shows the recommended and minimal ages and intervals
between doses of vaccines most frequently used in the
United States.

Administering doses of a multidose vaccine at shorter than
the recommended intervals might be necessary when an
infant or child is behind schedule and needs to be brought
up-to-date quickly or when international travel is pending.
In these cases, an accelerated schedule using the minimum
age or minimum interval criteria can be used. Accelerated
schedules should not be used routinely.

Vaccine doses should not be administered at intervals less 5 e \
than the recommended minimal intervals or earlier than : Minimum Intervals and Ages
the minimal ages. Two exceptions to this may occur. The : Vaccine doses should not be

first is for measles vaccine during a measles outbreak, when administered at intervals less

the vaccine may be administered at an age younger than : than the minimum intervals or

12 months (this dose would not be counted, and should earlier than the minimum age

be repeated at 12 months of age or older). The second
exception involves administering a dose a few days earlier :
than the minimum interval or age, which is unlikely to have K j
a substantially negative effect on the immune response to :

that dose. Although vaccinations should not be scheduled at

an interval or age less than the recommended minimums, a

child may have erroneously been brought to the office early,

or may have come for an appointment not specifically for

vaccination. In these situations, the clinician can consider

administering the vaccine earlier than the minimum

interval or age. If the parent/child is known to the clinician

and is reliable, it is preferable to reschedule the child for

vaccination closer to the recommended interval. If the

parent/child is not known to the clinician or is not reliable
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