CoCASA Users Guide


Introduction 
The Comprehensive Clinic Assessment Software Application (CoCASA) is a tool for assessing immunization practices within a clinic, private practice, or any other environment where immunizations are provided. This software is designed to be used in conjunction with the AFIX strategy.

What is AFIX?     Assessment
Feedback
Incentives
 eXchange

CoCASA has data entry and import capabilities. After immunization data have been entered into CoCASA, data analysis capabilities can be utilized to pinpoint strengths and areas of improvement for an individual immunization provider/clinic. 

Immunization coverage level assessment software has been in existence in some form since 1986. The DOS version CASA was first released in 1992; CASA for Windows was released in 1997. An additional version of the software, VFC-CASA, was made available in 2000, and Adult CASA (ACASA) was made available in 2001.

CoCASA replaces all previous versions of CASA, VFC-CASA and Adult CASA (ACASA). CoCASA can be used for immunization assessments across the lifespan.

In addition to its use in providing assessments, CoCASA is also designed to capture programmatic data required by the Vaccines for Children (VFC) program.  In this capacity, CoCASA is used by CDC immunization grantees to record VFC and AFIX site visit information as well as other types of clinic contacts.
CoCASA is updated yearly, usually in December, and the new version is made available for download at the CoCASA website: http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/cocasa/default.htm.    
A team of information technology, VFC/AFIX program, and immunization schedule experts work throughout the year to study the current version and to prepare for each update.  Any questions or comments about CoCASA can be sent to that team here:

1-800-803-5212

nipcocasa@cdc.gov
Thank you for your use of CoCASA. 

Chapter 1:  Opening CoCASA

Please visit the CDC website for instructions on downloading CoCASA: http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/cocasa/default.htm 

This is the first screen you will see as the program begins.  


[image: image1] 
Note the important information immediately below the title that provides the location of the database from which your CoCASA is working.  The CoCASA program is always loaded onto your local C-drive.  However, some users have multiple databases from which they work.  The information below the title tells you which database you are entering.
Upon your first time downloading and entering CoCASA, you may be prompted to browse for an existing database or open CoCASA with a blank database.
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After selecting a database, the first time CoCASA user will be prompted to register.  Enter in your name, initials and zip code.  You will also have the option for creating a password to access CoCASA, but this is not required.  When you have finished making your selections, click on “OK.”
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This document can be found on the CDC website at:
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/cocasa/downloads/CoCasa-manual/chapter-1-install-initializing.doc 
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