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 Strategy for transitioning between phases will be necessary to move to the 
next phase as supply increases and exceeds demand for the current phase 

 Phases may overlap; not necessary to fully complete vaccination in one 
phase before moving to the next phase  

 Decisions on moving to the next phase made at a state/local level
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 Demand in current phase is less than vaccination capacity

–

–

For example, appointments for vaccine <80% filled for several days

 Supply increases significantly

More doses available of current vaccine or new vaccine authorized

Most persons within current phase vaccinated (>60-70%)
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Where sub-prioritization of frontline essential workers is needed due to 
limited vaccine supply, consider:
–

–

–

Workers in locations where high rates of transmission and/or outbreaks have 
occurred 

Workers who are at increased risk for severe illness based on age or underlying 
medical conditions*

Workers who do not have a history of documented acute SARS-CoV-2 infection 
in prior 90 days

*Self-identified medical conditions
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https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/pdfs/mm6947e3-H.pdf
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mRNA vaccines are currently not recommended for outbreak management 
or for post-exposure prophylaxis (vaccination to prevent the development of 
SARS-CoV-2 infection in a person with an exposure) 
– Both mRNA vaccines are a 2-dose series; 1-2 weeks following the second dose 

before a person considered fully vaccinated

– Median incubation period for SARS-CoV-2 is 4-5 days

 Based on local epidemiology and implementation considerations, 
jurisdictions may choose to vaccinate frontline essential workers and 
persons who reside at congregate living facilities (e.g., prisons, jails, 
homeless shelters) at the same time
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 Communities that have been disproportionately affected by COVID-19 and 
have a younger population distribution, such as American Indian persons or 
Alaska Native persons, may choose to adopt an age cut-off appropriate to 
the epidemiologic circumstances in those communities



For more information, contact CDC
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
TTY:  1-888-232-6348    www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the 
official position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Thank you
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