
Race was strongly associated with pregnancy-related mortality—particularly for

black women, who were almost four times more likely to die from pregnancy-related

causes than were white women (Table 3). The difference between pregnancy-related

mortality ratios for black women and white women increased from 3.4 in 1987 to 4.1

in 1990. The risk for pregnancy-related mortality was 1.6 times higher for women of

other races than for white women.

Age-specific pregnancy-related mortality ratios were higher for black women than

for white women at all ages (Figure 1). The risk for pregnancy-related death was

10.2 times greater for black women aged ≥40 years than the risk for black women

aged 20–24 years; the risk was 5.0 times greater for white women aged ≥40 years than

the risk for white women aged 20–24 years. In comparison with pregnancy-related

TABLE 3. Number of pregnancy-related deaths, pregnancy-related mortality ratio
(PRMR),* and risk ratio, by race† — United States, 1987–1990

Race No. of deaths PRMR Risk ratio 95% CI§

White   794  6.3 Referent
Black   598 22.9 3.7 (3.28–4.06)
Other¶    67  9.8 1.6 (1.21–2.02)

Total 1,459  9.2

*Pregnancy-related deaths per 100,000 live births.
†Hispanic women were classified by their reported racial group.
§Confidence interval.
¶Includes Asian/Pacific Islander, American Indian/Alaskan Native, and those reported as “other.”
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*Pregnancy-related deaths per 100,000 live births.

FIGURE 1. Pregnancy-related mortality ratio,* by age group and race — United States,
1987–1990
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