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PHIN and Surveillance: An Update on the 
National Electronic Disease Surveillance System 

(NEDSS)

• Update from CDC - Bob Pinner, Andrea 
Wooddall, Katherine Robinson

• Update from the Developers - Dave Levitt (CSC); 
Scott Donaldson (SAIC)

• Update from States - Jerry Gibson and Ken 
Stuber (SC); Bob O'Doherty (CO); Terri Wong 
(LA); Doug Hamaker (TX); Kirsten Waller (PA)
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NEDSS-ELC Cooperative Agreement
Public Health Information Network (PHIN)

Purpose: 
• Ensure a sustained focus for standards based 

interoperable public health information systems 
activities

• Contribute to national preparedness efforts
• Support projects that provide leadership in 

implementing key aspects of the NEDSS vision
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NEDSS-ELC Themes

• Sustain NEDSS focus in personnel (i.e., 
leadership, project management, 
development and support) 

• Sustain support for ongoing NEDSS 
activities 

• Define key and enhanced program activities
• Specify technical approaches 
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Technical Approaches

• NEDSS Base System
• Message Transport (PHIN Messaging 

System)
• Message Formation & Parsing; Data 

Transformation
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• CDC-developed software and user 
support for those who choose to use it

• A platform for building integrated 
surveillance systems through element 
development and sharing

The NEDSS Base System* is:

* Applies standards in the NEDSS architecture
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NEDSS-ELC
Summary of 2003 Awards and 

Activities
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2003 ELC NEDSS Funding

• Approximately $13,000,000 awarded

• Range of approximately $50,000 to 
$775,000 (avg. $253,000)

• 17 states received 1st time dev. awards; 
some awards were lower than in past years.

• 12 month budget period synchronized with 
ELC cycle 
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NEDSS – ELC
Summary of Activities by Number of Sites

575725253232ELC EligibleELC Eligible
272711111616NBS (+/NBS (+/-- SBD)SBD)
262614141212StateState--based Developmentbased Development

JulyJuly TotalTotalAprilApril
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2003 NEDSS ELC Breakdown

$3,700,000
29%

$3,300,000
26% $4,100,000

33%

$1,500,000
12%Continuation

New State Dev
Continuation NBS

New NBS
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2002 Total NEDSS ELC Awards
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2003 NEDSS ELC Awards
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Comparison of 2002 and 2003 Awards
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2002 Average for awards-
$284,086.09

2003 Avg. for awards -
$253,315.50

2002 
Awards

2003 
Awards
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NEDSS Base System 
Deployment Schedule (DRAFT)

General Considerations and Assumptions
• Scheduling preferences
• Information in Readiness Profiles
• Earlier deployment in sites awarded NBS funding 

earlier
• Environments compatible with available NBS 

platforms sooner 
• Consider 1 or 2 additional R1.02 deployments, 

then 1.1, initiating 2-4 per month
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NEDSS Base System – Process for 
Enhancement

• Seek feedback many ways (e.g., Session 5D 
at this meeting)

• Track and classify issues in database 
(ClearQuest)

• Release Planning Group
• Change Management Panel

• CMP convened under CDC Information 
Council

• Includes State and Local representatives
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Work With National Clinical 
Laboratories

• Objective – Facilitate standards-based messaging 
for ELR from laboratories to health departments

• LabCorp – Message development complete; live 
feed in NE; planned with NBS in LA, TN, SC

• Quest – Message development near completion; 
Ascertaining state partners for ELR messaging

• Mayo – Initiated collaboration for message 
development
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Other NEDSS-Related Sessions

Thursday, May 15Thursday, May 15thth

8:308:30--10:1510:15
Ballroom Ballroom 
CC

What is PHIN "Compatibility" and What is PHIN "Compatibility" and 
How can it be Measured and Assessed?How can it be Measured and Assessed?

7.C7.C

Thursday, May 15Thursday, May 15thth

10:4510:45--12:3012:30
Salon DSalon DTechnical Assistance to States: Technical Assistance to States: 

Strategies, Plans and FeedbackStrategies, Plans and Feedback
8.C8.C

Wednesday, May 14Wednesday, May 14thth

1:301:30--3:303:30
Ballroom Ballroom 
BB

PHIN and the NEDSS Base System PHIN and the NEDSS Base System --
Enhancement Priorities, LocallyEnhancement Priorities, Locally

5.C5.C

Several focused technical sessions each Several focused technical sessions each 
dayday

Thursday, May 15Thursday, May 15thth

8:308:30--10:15 & 10:1510:15 & 10:15--
12:3012:30

Ballroom Ballroom 
BB

Demonstrations of PHINDemonstrations of PHIN--related IT related IT 
Systems and DiscussionSystems and Discussion

7.A & 7.A & 
8.A8.A

Wednesday, May 14Wednesday, May 14thth

3:303:30--5:305:30
Ballroom Ballroom 
CC

Roundtable: Approaches to Designing Roundtable: Approaches to Designing 
Systems Useful for Multiple States Systems Useful for Multiple States 
Ballroom CBallroom C

6.C6.C

Date and TimeLocationTitleSession


