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Outline

• When should I consider developing 
MEDBIQ-SCORM content?

• What do I need to consider before 
beginning?

• What tools are available to help?
• Where can I go to learn more?



Meet Anne

• A state public health 
practitioner

• Needs to train local ph 
departments on 
epidemiology

• Recent E. coli outbreak
• Learners distributed 

across the state
• Demanding schedule



SCORM in the Context of Learning
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Should Anne Consider Developing 
MEDBIQ-SCORM Content?

• Do learner accomplishments need to be 
tracked?

• Could future development projects benefit 
from reusing the epidemiology content?

• Does she want to share the content with 
other organizations?

• Does she want to track healthcare specific 
information, like CE credits?



Before Anne begins…

• Assemble the development team
– Subject matter expert – Graphic designer 
– Instructional designer – Project manager
– Programmer

• Think about what parts may be reused
• Consider how online learning fits into 

educational strategy
• Look at existing technical infrastructure

– Compliant learning management system?
– Compliant authoring tools?



What Parts Can Be Reused?

• Epidemiology of E. Coli
– Introduction to Epidemiology of E. Coli
– Public Health Surveillance of E. Coli
– Investigating an Outbreak of E. Coli

• Recognizing a Potential E. Coli Outbreak
– Uncovering E. Coli Outbreaks
– E. Coli Case Study
– Establishing the Existence of an E. Coli Outbreak

• Preparing for an Investigation
• Evaluating Hypotheses
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Two Primary Considerations for Size

• Reusability
– Smaller pieces are 

more likely to be 
reusable than larger 
ones

– Smaller pieces 
mean more 
sequencing and 
more interaction with 
the LMS for the 
learner

• Tracking
– A SCO is the 

smallest item 
tracked in SCORM

– If you don’t need 
detailed information 
about the learner’s 
performance, your 
SCOs can be bigger
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Tools That Can Help

• Learning Management System
– Supports administrative tasks such as 

registration, scheduling, and learner tracking
– Eg: Docent, Saba, Thinq

• Learning Content Management System
– Stores, manages and provides access to pieces 

of content used in e-learning
– Eg: Outstart, Giunti



More Tools That Can Help

• Virtual Learning Environments
– Supports instructor-led online learning 
– Eg: Blackboard, WebCT, Centra

• Authoring Tools
– Supports development of web-based content
– Eg: Dreamweaver, Flash

• Templates
– Provide a standard layout, look and feel, 

navigation, and method of tracking learners
– Can be HTML, Flash, or other format 



Policies and Procedures

• Style Guide should include
– Definitions of roles/responsibilities

– What you will/won’t do

– Acceptable layouts/interfaces/file types

– Standard file names & conventions

– Version/revision tracking policies

– Metadata field requirements

– Standardized design and development tools
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Summary

• Consider if target audience and learning gap 
suitable for MEDBIQ-SCORM

• Put e-learning within context
• Assemble development team
• Think about reuse and tracking
• Consider what tools will support 

development
• Have a style guide that includes metadata 

requirements



Learn More!

• MedBiquitous Website
http://www.medbiq.org/

• Nina Pasini’s presentation
• ADL Website

http://www.adlnet.org/
• Learning Systems Architecture Laboratory

http://www.lsal.cmu.edu/
• MELD: MedBiquitous E-Learning Discourse

Coming Mid June on medbiq.org!




