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Presentation OverviewPresentation Overview

Needs & Issues
Provide clinicians with up-to-date information

An Immediate Solution
The CDC Clinician Registry

Phased Approaches
Integration with PHIN



Clinician Needs and IssuesClinician Needs and Issues

In a public health event, clinicians are key 
points in identification, prevention, treatment 
and prophylaxis
Information changes rapidly during such events

Hourly, Daily, Weekly

As key points in the health system, clinicians 
readily need up-to-date information
How to alert clinicians to changes in guidance?



The SolutionThe Solution

Develop a means to inform clinicians of what 
they need to know, when they need to know it.
The CDC Clinician Registry
Recruitment

Initially through direct mail campaign
• Asked to register through a CDC Web page

Ongoing outreach via CDC Web pages
Intermittent invitations through CDC partners



CDC Clinician RegistryCDC Clinician Registry

Professional role information on registrants:
Nurses 16,387
Physicians 10,552
Other 17,250
TOTAL 44,189

(as of 05-18-04)



Disseminating the InformationDisseminating the Information

Information dissemination model
Categorized by “topic”

• Offers a summary
• URL where full-text version of information may be 

obtained
As this content changes, an update is sent

• Brief summary of change
• URL where full-text version of the information can be 

obtained

Challenges
Competition for clinician time
Ease of access
Information volume
Clear visualization of “what’s new”
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Phase 1
Using available standards-based technologies (XML, 
RSS, content management, etc.) to support:

• More flexible content management
o Currently content is either on CDC’s Web site or in a Word 

document
o Manually cut and pasted into an email for distribution

• more flexible content dissemination (move away from flat 
content as form for dissemination)

• “Change tracking” – effectively identify what’s 
changed/new
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Phase 2
Integrate into a personalized “MyCDC” framework 
Refine information architecture to support more flexible 
content dissemination

• Content subscriptions based on topic(s) of interest, 
geographical location, alert notification status

• Use more specific XML schemas to better chunk content
• Refine metadata and tagging
• Support multiple devices

Remove manual “cut and paste” approach and move 
toward write once, publish for multiple needs



Integration with PHINIntegration with PHIN

PHIN Components
Vocabulary standards

• Meta-Tagging utilizes controlled vocabularies (Controlled 
Health Thesaurus)

Industry content-exchange standards
• XML
• RSS

Alerts and Communications
• Standard definitions for “alert”, “notification”, “update”


