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Laboratory, Pre-Anthrax
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Anthrax   
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Laboratory, Post-Anthrax
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Laboratories are 
overwhelmed

Laboratories are 
overwhelmed

Courtesy Massachusetts State Laboratory Institute, MDPH
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Signs We Aren’t Waiting

• Prominent role for New Center for 
Public Health Informatics in new 
CDC structure

• Expedited adoption of common 
data standards -- HL7 and 
SNOMED, LOINC  

• Greater investment in public health 
information systems as a result of 
PHIN
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A Critical Need

• An evaluation mechanism to 
determine laboratory compliance 
with PHIN standards
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APHL’s contributions 
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…and APHL Working to

• Develop and train lab IT 
workforce 

• Educate policy makers about 
need for sustained funding of 
information infrastructure

• Demonstrate the value of 
integrated health information 
systems in diagnostics and 
treatment
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Solution


