Kullman, Greg J.

From: . Andrew Miller [Andrew.Miller@popweaver.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 21, 2004 11:48 AM

To: Kullman, Greg J.

Subject: RE: WEAVER POPCORN

As long as it's only shared with the review committee and is not cutside that process, we
are OK with it.

Andy Miller
P: 317-915-4087
C: 317-496-7941

————— Original Message---—-

From: Kullman, Greg J. [mallto:GJX18CDC.GOV]
Sent: Thursday, October 21, 2004 10:13 AM
To: Andrew Miller : :

Subject: REZ: WEAVER POPCORN

Andy,

Bs part of the research proposal review process, there is a section for letters of
support. However, I noticed that your letter had a designation that it was confidential
and not to be copied or distributed for public review. I wanted to see if it be OK to
include your letter with our proposal to be shared with the. review committee and not

distributed cutside of this process? Thanks -

Greg Kullman,
NIOSH
304-285-5859
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POPCORN CO.

October 14, 2004

Dr. Richard Kanwal
Medical Officer

NIOSH, DRDS

Field Studies Branch
1095 Willowdale Road
Morgantown, WV 26505

Dear Dr. Kanwal,

On behalf of Weaver Popcorn, [ would like to thank you for your efforts to help the
smallet microwave popcorn manufacturers define good oil mixing processes. Weaver has always
placed a high priority on maintaining state-of-the-art facilities. Thus, we believe we can offer
guidance in defining these solutions, and we look forward to collaborating.

As you requested, this letter serves as our commitment to collaborate on the effort
proposed by you and Dr. Kulbman, which is entitled “Control Technology for the Microwave
Popcorn Flavoring Industries™. Our collaboration will be pursuant to the following restrictions.
We have already completed extensive research and design pertaining to this area. To that end, we
will provide you with as much of this research as possible upon a written request outlining the
specific areas you wish to study. We would, however, like fo limit or avoid ad-hoc analyses
and/or reviews in our facility. We ask that you exhaust our existing data first. Then, if you still
deem a plant visit necessary, we ask that you submit that request in writing along with a detailed
explanation of exactly what research you plan to conduct, on what timing, and with what
methodology. Given issues of safety and confidentiality, we may not be in a position to
accommodate these requests.

In the spirit of cooperation, we would also appreciate you sharing your results and
findings as your study progresses.

Again, we ook forward to working with you on this study, and we wilt await your
request for specific data.

Sincerely,
-
Suricthy Conficential, Andrew Miller
Sirictly Confi A . .
Not 1 be copied o distributed. Vice President of R&D

Not for public review.

9830 Westpoint Drive, Suite 100, Indianapolis, IN 46256
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AMERICAN POP CORN COMPANY

information vacuum and felt exceedingly fortunate that we bad no “problerrs” given the
outeome in the Missourd plant. That quickly changed. ‘

One of our employses that had becn working in the mixing room since 199 was the
exception. Our annual PFT tests indicated a steady decling in his lung finetion and he
had significant Jost work time dus to several respiratory problems. We decided 1o send
this employee to & well respected pulmonary specialist and included an extensive
* information packe? an the Missouri Cluster as well as 2 complete job Sescription and job
Function swumeary for mixing our microwave products. Within bwo weeks of his exam,
- ow cmployes was diagnosed s having medical Bndings consistent with brenchiolits
obliterans. NIOSH was immedistely notified. _

Without question, that disgnosis and the ensning medical surveys, indostria. hygiene

- m@mmmmmmhp Com Comyany dramatically.
Our Jeap of Taith to cooperute fully and comprehensively with NIOSH did not coms
easily, Many indusiry prers were reluctant to participate in a cooperative: solution thus
shaved resonrces wete very limited. Nonstheless, American Pop Com Compuny opted to
de=p en open live of communication with NIOSH witich allowed us to becoms proactive
on ali worker safety issues within our facility as well as within our indusfry.

This brings us to the primary purpose of this letber. Our initial focus has besn on
Wmmmmmmllmmmmmﬂmvwamdm
mcagniz:ﬁmthc}mgmsﬁuﬁmﬁesinﬂffwﬁvccngimdngmm&tm. We would
weicome the opporturity to share in that process as well, We have been werking with an
mmmwm%wwmmmmwmvm
from the pharmaceutical industry. Idess ranging from vacumad tanks :md "lock and
Iouﬁ"mﬂhadsmpimhgxﬁmhiﬂhsﬂﬂmdmb&ugwmm. Crar long term
goals are to create on environment that is closed looped with minimal to no worker
exposize to the process. ‘We reeognize from experience that sharsd informetion from
experts of many disciplines results in creative and positive change.

Amdcanﬂupﬂemc?mpmy#opengmmmmmmﬁndingmmmﬁs&in

=£mﬁngibrﬁwdsv&apmmm?mpmmafmgimhgmndmdsmdmacﬁm
that NIOSH is eligible for should be given high priority. The research and
comprehensive knowledge that has boen harvested over the last four yeers phus by
mmﬂmmfm.mwmmmmmmmwmw

Hion
American Pop Corg pany




Originator of the EXCLUSIVE

B.K, Heuermann
PRESIDENT Microtave Popeorn

MICROWAVE & POPPING CORN
504 West Highway 34 * Phillips, Nebraska 68865 * Phone 402-886-2811 * Fax 402-886-2411

October 1, 2004

Greg Kuilman, PhD, CH
NIOSH, DRDS, FSB, M/S 2800
1095 Willowdale Road

Morgantown, WV 26505
Dear Greg Kullman,

Thank you for calling me and responding to my request for further testing of air quality in our
microwave popcorn packaging facility. Since our original testing in 2001-2002, we have made significant
changes in our popcorn flavoring handling and packaging. We feel it is important to the health of our workers
te monitor our air quality again.

‘We support and will use your assistance in your research to assist not only the popcom industry but also

other related industries, to prevent lung diseases in plant workers. We will keep m contact with you to work
out a schedule that will be mutually beneficial.
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Eﬁ;‘in _ Specializing in Private Label Food Manufacturing
P.0.Box227 1037 State Street

\ Chester, Hiinois 62293
'mmyl - ___ &?/ " Thomas B. Welge ~ Vice President of Technical Sales

Phone; 618-826-2261
CORPORATION Fax: B18-826-1050
twelgs @gilstermaryles.com

October 14, 2004

Dr. Greg Kullman, PhD, CIH
NIOSH, DRDS, FSE, M/S 2800
1085 Willowdale Rd.
Morgantown, WV 25505-2888

wave

Dear Dr. Knllmean:

We wish to express our support of your continued research inte practical, cost-cffective,
evidence-based exposure control methods for the microwave popeorn industry,  'We appreciate
the assistance your organization has provided us to date, and we will do our best 1o gssist yon
should this project go forward.

Sincerely,
GILSTER-MARY LEE CORP.

Tom Welge /1

Ce: John Pinks
Eric Asselmeijer
Ron Tretter
Don Welge
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Greg Kullmen, PhD, CIH
NIOSH, DRD'S, FSB, M/S 2800
1095 Willowdale Rd,
Morgantown, WV 26505

~ Dear Greg:

‘This letter is mtended to highlight ard undsrscore the cooperative relaticnstip that has
matured and resalted in 2 mutually benefictal outcome between Americsn Pop Com
Company and the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NFOSH),

On September 26® of 2001 & team of seisntists and doctors from NIOSE: and 2
represemtative from the Iown Deparoment of Public Health ardved at our facility. This
was our fiest introduction to the Health Hazard Evaluation Program (HREP: and quite
frankly we were somewhat intimidated by the process. Duririg a ronndinble discussion,
the NIOSH team you spearheaded spent a considerable amount of time explaining the
process as well 25 relating the background of s cluster of severe fixed ok structive hung
disease that had been investigated by NIOSH st a popeom plant in Missou in 2000, ‘We
learned that the primary focus was centered on butter flavoring (specifically diacetyl)
used in the microwave production process. Alter our discussion, a walkthreugh of the
microwave facility was performed and some industrial hygiene air sampling was
performed. The NTOSH team was very complimentary of the sngineering controls thet
were in place and later reported the air concentrations of discety] were very low
compared to the levels that were assosiated with abnormal lung Function at “he Missouri
plast. This visit left us feeling very good about our proress and the controls that had
mimpmdmnmnﬁmmmmﬁonfaﬁﬁtym&smmpﬁm}%&

Your 2001 mmwmymdmmmnmmnﬁm%mmmcﬁmm
Srom top to bottom. We bagan esking oursclves and employees {current and past) that
had exy contact with the mixing process Io assess their personal health as well as the
safeguards that had been in place during their tenure. MSDS’2 were wvisited, our
wsphmwp:omﬁonpmgmmmwalmwdﬁmuawmuympespmﬁw
mmnfad&?ﬁamlwﬂilaﬁmimprmmsmmtedmﬂanyo&agmsiﬁw(m
negetive) hnpacts o this prooess were considerad. What we found 1o be mast
iropressive, was the lack of information regarding the exposure to diacetyl: Exposure
ihwiﬁ,HVACmﬂmﬁhﬁonmummﬂaﬁmﬁtﬂemMMMsnrmnmgsmme
MSDS sheets, industry alerts or concerns. We foond ourselves in somewhat of an
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Kullman, Greg J.

From: HondoBear@aol.com

Sant:  Thursday, October 07, 2004 11:37 AM
To: Kullman, Greg J.

Subject: Control technologies

Dear Greg:

Thank you for the opportunity to collaborate with NIOSH on your control technologies project an microwave popcom
manufacture. We would be pleased to collaborate with you on this project by reviewing appropriate sections of your
draft report, and would appreciate receiving a copy of the report when it is available. _

Sincerely,

John Hallagan

FEMA

16201 5t, NW. |

Suite 925

Washington, D.C. 20006

10/15/2004
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Kullman, Greg J.

From: Deirdre Fiynn [dflynn@nafem.org]
Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2004 4:35 PM
To: Kullman, Greg J.

Ce: ghertaimio@sba.com

Subject: RE: Control Technology Preposal

Hi Greg:

Thank you for sharing a copy of the proposal. As we discussed on our cal last week, the Popcom institute will not
sign-on to the project dir , but is happy to be a conduit for you to commaunicate with pOpPCom pFoCESSOrs S0 that
industry can offer feedback and assistance with your research. We are happy to include updates about the study in
regular communication we have with Popcorn Institute members and the popcorn processing industry at large. We
also would be happy to help host 2 workshop where information can be shared.

We wish you much success in your efforts. Please let me know if we can provide additional information.
Best regards.

Deirdre Flynn

The Popcorn Institute
+1.312.821.0208
diiynn@nafem.org

--—0riginal Message-—

From: Kulknan, Greg J. [maitto:GIK1@CDC.GOV]

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2004 12:17 PM

To: Bertalmio, Genny; Deirdre.fiynn@sba.com; Deirdre Flynn

Subject: Control Technology Proposal

Genny and Deirdre,

I wanted 1o follow-up to check about potential coliaboration with The Popeorn Institute on our cohtrol
tachnology work. | will need to submit the proposal for review and wondered if you woukl be able to work with
us in this effort? An E-mail reply would be fine. Thark you -

Greg Kullman,

NIOSH
304-285-5959

10/20/2004




