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Safety and Health Topics
Diesel Exhaust

Diesel exhaust is a pervasive airborne contaminant in workplaces where diesel-powered
equipment is used. Due to expanding use of diesel equipment, more and more workers are
exposed to diesel exhaust. More than one million workers are exposed to diesel exhaust
and face the risk of adverse health effects, ranging from headaches and nausea to cancer
and respiratory disease. Such workers include mine workers, bridge and tunnel workers,
railroad workers, loading dock workers, truck drivers, material handling machine operators,
farm workers, longshoring employees, and auto, truck and bus maintenance garage
workers.

The following questions link to information relevant to diesel exhaust in the workplace.

O What standards apply?
OSHA | Other Federal

solutions?

i What are the hazards of diesel fume and what are some possible
Potential Hazards | Possible Solutions

1 What additional information is available?
Related Safety and Health Topics Pages | Training | Other Resources
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